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UNITAS

ORGAN OF THE FACULTY
UNIVERSITY OF SANTO TOMAS
MANILA, PHILIPPINES

QUESTION BOX

(This section is open for the benefit of students who desire to be en-
lightened on questions pertinent to Science and Letters. We entertain
good questions from our readers for which “Question Box” will act as
their information department. Send in your questions, your name and col-
lege. Even letters intended to be published by a “nom-de plume” should
be accompanied by the writers’ real names and addresses,—EDITOR,S NOTE.)

QUESTIONS :

I

Lei en “UNITAS” (vol. 17, no. 3) que la primera imprenta en Fili-
pinas tuvo sus origenes en 1593 y que a fines del siglo XVI debié estable-
cerse la imprenta propiamente de tipos movibles, y que ésta es la misma

.
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de la Universidad de Sto. Tomas. Y hace unos dias fué altamente sor-
prendido cuando lei en Catholicism in the Philippines del Sr. Zaide, que
la primera imprenta de Filipinas se implanté nada menos que en 1581
en el Colegio de San Ignacio de la Compania de Jesus.

.En qué me voy a quedar?—»M. V,
o i |

We have heard lots of ecriticism with regard to the past secondary in-
struction, and we would like to find the truth regarding this contention.
Can you give us sufficient proofs to offset such allegation?—P, B,

¥ * * e £

ANSWERS:

1

Yo le rogaria se quedase Vd. con la verdad historica, que ciertamente
no esta a favor de lo que Vd. dice que en el Sr. Zaide ha leido. Por cinco
razones:

Primera: Porque en 1581 no habia todavia imprentas en Filipinas.

Segunda: Porque en 1581 la Compafiia de Jesis no estaba aun pro-
piamente establecida en Filipinas.

Tercera: Porque el referido Colegio de San Ignacio no existia en seme-
jante fecha.

Cuarta: Porque no se conoce de visu ni de oidas un sélo libro, por
muy pequefio que sea, impreso en aquel anho y aun en los diez anos
siguientes.

Quinta: Porque los historiadores contemporanios de aquel tiempo lo
niegan rotundamente,

P. D. Si estda Vd. muy interesado en la referida cuestion, se le daran
en otro nimero pruebas a estas pruebas. Mas por ahora no creo que de-
bamos perder muche tiempo probando lo que a Vd. le ha sorprendido, que
ni atn el mismo historiador Zaide ha querido decir. EIl Sr. Gregorio
Zaide conviene en sustancia con lo que aparecié en “UNITAS”: sélo que
para ilustrar méas su libro se le ocurrié anadir una nota al pié de la
pagina, que seguramente es la que Vd. ha leido y justamente le ha sor-
prendido, porque no tiene razén de ser. La nota textualmente lee: “(7)
History of Journalism in the Philippine Islands (Manila, 1933), p. 8.
According to Rev. Henry C. Avery, Rector of the Jesuit Ateneo de Manila,
the Jesuit Society installed their first printing press in 1581 in the
College of San Ignacio which was replaced by a better one in 1628, and
which functioned until 1768 (“The Society of Jesus in the Philippines” in
the Philippine Magazine, February, 1930, p. 557).”

iiiAsi se escribe la Historia!!!
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T
This question has been propounded to us time and again and to the best

of our ability we are giving you both sides of the question in order to quash
the allegation of such crities who, T am sure, were unwittingly deluded.

(Affirmative)

The curriculum included almost all of the sciences given

now ; there was a sort of a bureau to standardize and super-

vise secondary instruction; there was a uniform plan for all

the first and second class colleges ; the number of first class

colleges as well as the ‘‘Latinities’”” or Junior High Schools

increased continuously; there were uniform official examina-

tions in all the educational centers of secondary instruction:

there existed also a system of uniform training of teachers

fer secondary instruction (subject to examination prior to

teaching) and interest for learning increased; and with regard

to results, we can point to the great men who helped build the

nation up to the XXth century. Even at the present time we

can point also to the many illustrions men of the tribunal,

politics, medicine, arts, commerce, letters, etc., still unsur-

passed by the moderns... i
. (Negative)
Reguarding instruction of the past we have to insist on the
quotation that it was “dominated by the classics” and
was ‘‘conpidered as merely preparation for the higher
studies.,” And with regard to the results, we can say that
the moderns under the mew regime have not as yet had a
chance to shine in the world of letters and sciences. ..

(Affirmative)

In the XIXth century the classical curriculum was the one
acdopted in the advanced countries of Europe and America. In
the countries where there were no such curriculum no system
of secondary instruction existed. And as to the primordial aim,
such a curriculum was taken ordinarily as a preparation in
the universities of countries where education prospered mark-
edly. At the latter part of the past century, commerce and
industry, the development of sciences and the awakening of
the people were factors that made the civilized nations search
for new types of secondary instruction, the results of which
ave still being carried on and almost all the nations during
the XXth century. It is still under the experimental stage.

Considering your argument that the moderns as yet have
not had a chance to shine because of their youth, and that
in competition with those who have studied in the past cen-
tuiy the former must naturally succeed, 1 have this much to
say :—of those who were born from 1883 upwards, how many
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have taken the secondary instruction under the new regime ?
And of those who were born since 180 up to the present age
how many were educated from the primary grades under the
same method? Which boils down to the fact that all the men
that we have from 50 to 60 years were educated under the
new domination,

If at fifty years of age they still have not had a
““‘chance’’, 1 believe that there is nmot much left in them ex-
cept to wait for another twenty years until no one belonging
to the past scholars is left. That is the only way for the mo-
cderns to have no competition at all. But naturally, as can
best be seen it is only a time when they are competitors that
there can be competition. That is why from 1925 to 1945
should be the best time to compare the scholars and great men
cf to-day with those who studied under the old method. Yet, the
old graduates have the big handicap of not possessing very
well the English language. Even if the Philippine Constitu-
tion recognizes Spanish as one of the two official languages
still we find its use in practice limited to a few isolated ca-
ses. Inspite of this handicap, those who studied under the
old method rise above others... so that, with this point of
ccntention 1t weuld bring us to the logical conclusion that the
cld methed was more efficient (which 1 myself cannot admit).
I confess we have advanced much (as also I hope that those
who will live within fifty years more will also be more ad-
vanced than we are now). We have really advanced, and if T
might complain it is because we have not advanced to the pro-
gression that we should ; for while it is true that in the past
our strides for progress were more advanced than the other
colonies and was at par with the principal nations, now, we
cannot easily make the same claim.

(Negative)
We admit that those who studied under the old method can
easily compete in all the lines with those of the present,
but what can we say about the women?

(Affirmative)

In those times the sciences and letters pursued by men did not
belong to women neither were radios and airplanes. Even
nowadays, when women take up all activities with men, still
it surprises us a little to see a lady doctor, engineer or lawyer.
It is the XXth century ‘‘progress’’ not only in the Philip-
pines but also in all other mnations. In the past, domestic
work appealed more to women as well as pedagogy (in the
University of Santo Tomas even midwifery was also studied).
Women were never inclined to study the career proper for
men. That this ‘“‘progress’’ of women is useful and convenient,
there is much that can be said. For example, in a class where
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fifty women graduate in Medicine how many of them wiil take
up the practice of their profession? A couple of them may-
be. If this is so I do not see the necessity of the study of
Medicine by women. 1 think it does not pay. If these two
get married they will have to practice their profession at the
expense of leaving the care of their children and home to

sombody else.

(Affirmative)

(Negative)

Let us now leave this topic about women and cureers and
let us go back to the discussion of the old educationul
system. A wmodern authoress, Alzona, tells us of the old
system :—

a) “the teaching of the natural sciences, except in the
Jesuit college Atemeo Municipal, was carried on without
the aid of the laboratory, the students memorizing the con-
tents of their textbooks”. b) “The method of teaching was
unpedagogical. The students were compelled to memorize
the text and repeat the lessons before their professors.”
¢) “The study of the classics, according to the opinions of
observers, did mot benefit the majority of students.” d)
“Besides Latin and Greek, French, English, and Chinese
were also taught. . The courses were most elementary.”
e) “As regards religion this, was, of course, an important
subject of study.” f) “The history course included the
three conventional divisions of history—ancient, medieval,
and modern. This History of the Philippines is given space;
but, as o whole, the course was fragmentary. The students
acquired only general motions of the epochs of history.”
g) “These subjects—Anrithmetic, Algebra, Geometry, and
Trigonometry—were taught in a superficial manner, stress
being laid on the definition of terms and the memorization
of the theories and prineciples.”” h) “In the fifth year the
student was taught a little psychology, metaphysies, logic,
and morals.” i) “The generality of students took little
interest in theiwr studies, resulting in the large difference
between the number of matriculated students and

graduates.”

Aside from the above defects cited by the authoress
other modern historians still find many more imperfections
in the old system of instruction.

I admit that authors write worst of the past system than the
referred authoress who has a good word for it here and there
and specially praises the pedagogical work of the Religious
orders who arrived in the second half of the past century—
Vincentians and Jesuits principally. The same policy is also
found in the works of other authors, the explanation to which
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is gven in part in the problems ~and difficulties that the
other Religious orders had to confront. We may still claim
with a writer of 1903: “It is beyond the comprehension of
mortal man that there are so many of our fellowmen who live
in absolute ignorance of the nature and the work and the re-
sults of the work of those institutions known as Religius or-
ders and Religious corporations... and yet this ignorance does
exist, and in a lamentable degree!”’

(Negative)
Just @ short interruption. You have copied those words
from Zamora’s Las Corporaciones Religiosas, of which the
historian above mentioned, says: This is “a defense of the

friars in the Philippines written by a friar.”
(Affirmative)
But just what do you mean to imply by emitting the above
statement? I do believe that friars, when calumnied and in-
sulted, have the same right as any body else to defend them-
selves,—And to think that my quotation has not been taken
from Zamora's but from Warson’s Vexata Questio. , .

(Negative)

But continue, please, with your former arguments.

(Affirmative)

Iuspite of the praises put forth by your authoress, judging
from the nine arguments you had quoted and advanced, I
think that you are a bit cynical with respect to the system used
in the past. Gather as a whole all the arguments, points and
statements together, put it against the old system and tell me:
How is it possible that with such a system of education we
were able to mould and produce men who can easily compete
with those educated under the actual and excellent system? I
believe that it is unfair to judge things in this manner. In
the highest positions of the Commonwealth are men. whose
achievements belie the poor opinion that many entertain re-
garding the old system of instruction.

Not to lengthen any further this question, let us consider
for example argument let. g, about Mathematics: ““These sub-
jects were taught in a superficial manner stressed being laid
on the definition of terms and the memorizing of theories
and principles’’. Not considering anymore the high school stu-
dents, can you assure me if at present more importance and
better teaching of Mathematics are given to the students for
the degree of Bachelor of Arts? 1In the other sciences such
as the experimental ones, we have advanced, (naturally, we
could not go backwards) but precisely it is in Mathematics
that one should hear the remarks of those who have studied
this subject in a college of the first class. In general, they
find it strange why our young people have an adverse liking
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for Mathematics. The authoress admits that the old system
used ‘“‘Cardin’® as a text-book. I challenge you again to get
hold of a ‘““Cardin’’ (Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry and Trig-
onometry) and to tell me if the present text-books are more
ccmplete. You might see also for yourself if all the theorems
are not so well organized and so well discussed with illustra-
tions, models and exercises to solve that most of these have
even been copied by modern authers. Add to this also that
the colleges of the first class had sets of geometrical and trig-
onometrical figures used as aids for the graphic explanation
of the basic problems. Morecver, have in mind that students
of the past took up the study of Trigonometry and Solid Ge-
ometry (and between parenthesis Chemistry), subjects which
many of our Bachelor of Arts graduates have not yet been
introduced to. After having studied these questions unbiasedly
can you agree with the authoress on her opinion regarding the
subjects ?

With this and other problems confronted with a conscien-
tious study, any analogous argument from modern authors ecan
easily be refuted.

(Negative)
Not all. What shall you say in behalf of the “generality
of students taking little interest in their studies” and as
to “the large difference between the number of matriculated

students and graduates”?
(Affirmative)

Not much, because we have already answered this question.

On the other hand, it is a thing so difficult to prove that the
“‘generality of students took little interest in their studies”’.
It would be better that this question be not answered at all.
Again, as to the second argument, it is true that there is a
smaller difference nowadays between graduates and matriculat-
ed students. Some educators say that it is a poor teacher
whose pupils fail at a ratio of over 5%. Take that as a prin-
ciple and be sure that none of your pupils fail, then you will
be the best professor in the world. The students will be
thankful, too... Give a chance to all... let them graduate.
Anyway, we want to have a great number of graduates each
vear—Bachelors, Doctors, Normal Teachers, Lawyers. Perhaps
it is not out of purpose to quote here the words of a Delegate
to the Conference on Higher Education, 1934: ‘‘Teachers grad-
uate each year by the hundreds, and the number of schools is
constant if the number of these schools is not reduced or say,
for financial crisis closed, shortened. What guarantee is of-
fered to the surplus? What will happen at this ratio in the
near future? And because of this oversupply of educators, sal-
aries are reduced to those few who manage to teach a subject
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at some college. The rest go some place else with their title
alone io solve their life’s problem.
“And to think they were studying for 20 years for only
this purpose! We offered them all the facilities to becomo use-
ful to their families as well as to themeelves and their coun-
try—and all their efforts, and their families and governmen-
tal expenditures, with the whole present excellent system of
education, have proven to he a failure.”
(Negative)
This might be true concerning certain vocational studies:
but, in general, what have you to say about the present
educational system?

(Affirmative)

Very little; only to repeat the words of Yulo, the Speaker of
the National Assembly: “Todo el sistema de ensefianza de Fili-
pinas necesita nna remodelacion completa, puesto que los resul-
tados obhtenidos con el actual sistema no dan al Gobierno los re-
sultados apetecidos; v mal puede el Gobierno dedicar anual-
mente P20,000.000 que no acaban de resolver siquiera la recu-
rrente crisis escolar de todos los anos... No obstante las saerifi-
ci0s del Grohierno, se ha descubierto que el 80% de los reclutas
del ejército que han asistido a las escuelas piublicas, mas del
40% segnian analfabetos, y durante el tiempo trascurrido, ha-
bian olvidado todo lo que en la escuela habian aprendido.”
Just a few days before the final printing of this book,—August
12, 1939, at Albay).

ete. ete.

etec. ete. give nmew arguwments.
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HISTORIA

e

La Religion en Filipinas

1. Bases de la Religion

Dos palabras sobre lo que entendemos por RELIGION.
Cicerén hace derivar esta palabra de “relegere’”, en cuanto que
el hombre lee y relee dentro de si y fuera en ]la naturaleza su
relacion para con el Ser Supremo.

La RELIGION consta de dos elementos: uno subjetivo, o
sease una actitud de actividad psicolégica, y otro objetivo, que
es el conjunto de creencias acompacadas de practicas exteriores
encaminadas a un objeto real—unico o colectivo— que es SU-
PREMO al menos en algin grado, y de alguna manera PERSO-
NAL.

Considerando todo esto, una definicion completa seria:
RELIGION es una virtud del hombre por la cual reverencia al
SER SUPREMO a quien reconoce como principio y fin de la
creacion y gobierno de todas las cosas.

Los Filipinos antiguos eran muy religiosos. En la idea de
su religion entraban los dos elementos arriba dichos y en la prac-
tica de sus teorias y creencias se aproximaban, unos mas y otros
menos, a la definicion arriba descrita, hasta llegar a los tiempos
presentes en la inmensa mayoria que expresa una cabal idea de
Sus creencias.
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Las bases de su Religién fueron y son, en primer lugar,
la conciencia propia que el hombre experimenta de su debilidad
vy de sus potencias limitadas, cuando seriamente se considera
a sl mismo en relacion con sus mejores ideales y el hambiente
que le rodea —lo cual le impele a buscar un protector superior,
reyularmente, el PRIMERO o SUPREMO en aquel grado. Aqui
en Filipinas creian de ordinario que estos seres superiores, y so-
bre todo, el Senor de todos ellos, el SUPREMO o PRIMERDO,
estaba elevado sobre todos los mortales. De los Romanos se lee
que tenian en tiempo del paganismo a sus emperadores y sus
césares por dioses; los Filipinos, si bien respetaban a sus Datos
y Reyes, ya fuera por honor al cargo que tenian o ya por oca-
sion del poder y de la fuerza de que gozaban, no parece que les
Lributaran honores divinos: para la generalidad, eran hombres
como los demas; mas valienteg acaso que el resto del barangay o
comunidad independiente, pero al fin, hombres como ellos. Los
honores divinos los tributaban a esos seres, reales o imagina-
rios, pero siempre inmateriales en alguna manera, cuasiespiri-
tuales, inmortales y personales, y mas que nada, sobre-humanos.

La luz de la razéon no embarazada por los negocios compli-
cados modernos y una adecuada apreciacion del orden de la na-
turaleza, le llevaban al antiguo Filipino al conocimiento de las
excelencias de ese SER PERSONAL, INMATERIAL, SOBRE-
HUMANO, SUPREMO —unico en principio aunque colectivo
para sus practicas religiosas— y por via de causalidad, recono-
cia ser dependiente de EL. Una vez conocida su excelencia y
su poder para ayudar al hombre —y tanto mejor conocida cuan-
tc mayor es el poder intelectivo y mas frecuente el estudio hu-
mano— sigue el acto de la voluntad, por la cual libremente co-
mienza el hombre a honrar al SER SUPREMO con mayor o me-
nor reverencia, con mejor o peor adecuado culto, segun el grado
de fuerza de voluntad y en conformidad al grado de conocimien-
to que haya de EL adquirido. Irian o no los actos religiosos
acompafiados de un sentimiento interno, asistirian o no ciertas
expresiones externas; de ordinario asi acaecia, pero la RELI-
GION, entonces como ahora, basada en la conciencia humana y
fundamentada en el entendimiento, y ayudada ordinariamente
con las facultades inferiores y sentidos externos, consiste y ter-
mina en el ejercicio de la voluntad. Pudiera ser que en ocasio-
nes temieran mas a un determinado Dato que a uno de sus dio-
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ses inferiores; pero, mientras al primero obedecian exteriormens-
te y a la fuerza para evadir acaso un castigo, al segundo le re-
verenciaban interior y espontaneamente y esta reverencia solia
manifestarse también con algunas practicas exteriores y algunos
sacrificios. En otras palabras, la reverencia a los seres divi-
nos nacia de la voluntad como basada originariamente en la con-
ciencia y en el conocimiento que del Ser Divino tenian.

Aun hoy dia mantenemos como principio religioso que el

. mero sentimiento, por ejemplo, no puede ser el fundamento de

la Religion, como no lo es, digamos, el sentimiento que muestra
un pajarillo a quién se ha desvaratado el nido. Como el senti-
mentalismo, los actos exteriores solos —arrodillarse, levantar los
ojos al cielo, pronunciar maquinalmente algunas oraciones— no
constituyen de por si un acto religioso, como tampoco lo consti-
tuye el arrodillarse una madre para acariciar a su hijo, o el mi-
rar las nubes del cielo, o la repeticion mecanica que reproduce
un fonégrafo de un disco sentimental y bonito. Tampoco puede
consistir —mni los antiguos Filipinos la hacian consistir—en la
simple y fria contemplacién del entendimiento, como no lo es el
estudio concienzudo de la composicion de los cuerpos o la cavila-
cion mas profunda por resolver un problema cientifico o mate-
matico. La Religion era—es y seguirid siendo—formalmente
de la voluntad, si bien fundamentada en la razon en cuanto que
el acto del entendimeinto aguzado por la conciencia precede a
la voluntad respecto de encontrar la excelencia del Ser Supremo
y le acompana durante la adoracion para tributarle el culto ra-
cional que le es debido.

Y se preguntara: siendo uno el SER SUPREMO y mani-
festandose en sus criaturas a todos igualmente, ;como es que
los antiguos Filipinos —y muchos de los modernos— no tuvieron
o tienen las mismas creencias religiosas?

A esto se responde, en primer lugar, que no todos los indi-
viduos gozan de la misma capacidad mental para conocer del
iismo modo v en el mismo grado las verdades cientificas no re-
ligiosas; segundo, que el cononimiento de la sabiduria (en ésta
como en otras lineas) es de por si1 arduo, y no son muchos los
que se aplican profundamente a su estudio, y por depronto no
habra dos individuos que se apliquen en el mismo grado; terce-
ro, que los negocios cuotidianos siempre distraen de la aplicacion
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a los estudios, juntamente con el hambiente que también influye
para concebir ciertos principios y sostener ciertas creencias con
mezcla de error. Esto es general a todos: podemos afiadir
aqui la creencia antigua entre los Filipinos, de que algunos hom-
bres privilegiados comunicaban con Dios, y Este podria inspi-
rarles ciertas verdades o ciertos principios religiosos, desconoci-

dos por otros indipiduos ailin cuando por ventura fueran mas lis-
tos.

Siendo de suyo los Filipinos muy religiosos desde antiguo
y viendo por otra parte la facilidad de errar en cosas de Reli-
gion, acaso contribuyé no poco para adoptar prontamente el
Catolicismo el hecho de que esta Religion contiene un depésito
fijo de doctrina juntamente con un magisterio divino, de suerte
que el hombre milite a la luz de dichos principios y, en caso de
cudas, se guie por dicho magisterio divino, visible, uno, pero in-
falible al menos en materias de Religion, y en los principios de
vida practica que de ella se derivan. Estas creencias, ante los
ojJos de los no-catdlicos seran acaso suefios o lo mas suposicio-
nes; pero no cabe duda que estan muy conformes con la razén,
y por ello se convirtieron nuestros antepasados al encontrar en
la Religion Catdélica la expresion mas cabal de la Religion que el
kombre necesita tanto respecto de si mismo como del culto mas
adecuado que ha de tributar al SER SUPREMO. Se hace no-
tar aqui esto por dos razones: primera, porque es un hecho
que la inmensa mayoria de los Filipinos son hoy dia catélicos;
y segunda, que su conversion al catolicismo rompié el record de
prontitud entre otras naciones que tambien se convirtieron. Ex-
pliquémoslo de esta o de la otra forma; pero los hechos son he-
chos, vy la Religion Catdlica, no se puede negar, ha jugado un
papel muy importantisimo en la historia del pais. Podra haber
sus opiniones respecto a ésta o la otra forma atribuida a sus mi-
nistros: esto es cuestion de opinion, que en tanto las corrien-
tes cesen y la mar se ponga en calma, no podremos ver bastante
claro. Pero lo que es un hecho, lo que no se puede negar, lo
que es preciso admitir es que, el papel jugado por la Religion
Catolica en Filipinas, ha sido y es beneficioso para el pueblo.
Fuera aunque por esto soélo, bien merecia la pena el que, a imi-
tacion de nuestros abuelos y nuestros antepasados, nos abraze-
mos todos a ella como a tabla acreditada de salvacion: Religion
que no es extranjera, porque ni es espafiola ni americana ni
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francesa ni es exclusiva de esta o la otra nacién: es de todos,
acomodada a todas las edades, hecha a medida para todos los
pueblos que gusten abrazarla; no reconoce una lengua ni se in-
clina por las clases ni prefiere ciertas razas; no cambia con los
tiempos y es flexible a todas las edades —porque su autor es el
mismo Dios, Ser Supremo, que buscaron todos los pueblos de la
antigiiedad y que adoran los modernos.

Entraban en las bases de las antiguas creencias religiosas
de los Filipinog los principios basicos del Cristianismo propio o
Catolicismo, como eran: la existencia de un Ser Supremo, la
creacion del mundo, la union de razas en una primera pareja,
un lugar de felicidad o paraiso (aunque perdido), con remini-
cencias del pecado, la dispersion de gentes, la esperanza en un
divino Redentor, la inmortalidad del alma, la existencia de un
cielo y de un infierno, la profesion del sacerdocio, la utilidad y
necesidad de la oracion, la ayuda y comunicacion espiritual, ete.,
etc. j

Como estas creencias convenian con las del Cristianismo
propiamente dicho (o Catolicismo), los Filipinos —y precisa-
mente aquellos los que estaban mas avanzados en cultura— no
tuvieron reparo en convertirse a la Fé de Cristo, Fé que todavia
ocupa el primer lugar entre el religioso pueblo Filipino. Aque-
llas otras tribus retrasadas (que, sea dicho de paso, como en
Francia, Espana o Italia, son las menos y poco numerosas y por
consiguiente no representan tan bien al pueblo como las prime-
ras) se mostraron mas reaccias a admitir la religion cristiana.
Este hecho explica }a definicién que suelen dar algunos escri-
tores, entendiendo por Filipinos “los Malayos Cristianos del Ar-
chipiélago Magallanico”. Es también comin el definir religio-
samente Filipinas como la tGnica naciéon catolica del Extremo
Oriente.

Todo ello nuestra la flexibilidad del Filipino por lo mejor,
pues en tonto continuaron con sus lenguas y sus tradiciones como
no fueran contrarias a la Religion Catdlica, abrasaron sin
demora Cristianismo, y con él la civilizacion cristiana que
en aquel tiempo, como ahora, se tenia por la mejor. Asi, hoy
han aceptado todos los adelantos modernos, aunque no sean
productos del pais, por analoga razén; de suerte que, sin dejar.
de ser un pueblo esencialmente oriental, un occidental no encuen-
tra marcada diferencia entre Filipinas y Europa.
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2. El mal Sobrenatural v sus Manifestaciones

Extrafio como parezca, los antiguos Tagalos (y en general
log Filipinos) no admitian un principio sobrenatural del mal,
esto es, no creian existiese un ser personal y sobrenatural que
fuera malo en si mismo y causa de todo mal a la manera que
admitimos la existencia de un ser sobrenatural, esencialmente
bueno y causa de todo bien. Racionalmente hablando, tampoco
puede existir semejante principio del mal, ni natural ni sobre-
natural ; porque el mal no es algo positivo sino falta de bien—y
tanto peor cuanto mas bien debiera tener y mas bien le falta—y
si le faltase todo bien, deja de ser algo: ni es esto ni lo otro ni
nada, en otras palabras, no existe. Si racioncinaban de esta
manera filos6fica, no lo sabemos; pero el hecho es que debian
considerar el mal como falta de bien, algo asi como la sombra
que en si no es nada sino falta de luz, o el frio que tampo es
algo positivo sino falta de calor. Esta doctrina, que también
admiten hoy los Filipinos cristianos, es admitida universalmente
y mas entre los catolicos.

Creian, sin ambargo, en la existencia de ciertos seres so-
brenaturales que eran maléficos para el hombre, como hoy tam-
bién lo creen y asi lo enseca el cristianismo. Les llamamos de-
monios: seres, por la constitucion le su ser muy buenos, pero
debido a su mala voluntad, moralmente muy malos. Analoga
distincion encontramos entre los hombres,—unos buenos Yy
otros malos ; pero todos, en cuento a la constitucion natural de su
ser son buenos, y cualidades no les falta para que enderecen so
voluntad hacia el bien y sean también moralmente buenos.

3. Dios

Entonces como ahora los Filipinos creian en un Ser Supre-
mo, que llamamos DIOS. En los alrededores le Manila le llama-
ban BATHALA o BATHALA MEICAPAL; los Visayos, ABBA
o DIA; los Ilocanos KABUNIAN o BUNI; los Zambales, AKA-
SI; los Bogolanos, TIGUIAMA; los Kianganes, MANANAHA-
HUT: los Tagbantas, MAGUINDOSE ; los Igorrotes, ARU o
LUMAOIG; los Tinitianos, BANUA; y en otras partes, de otra
manera, siendo el mas general el de los Tagalos; pero todos tu-
vieron y tienen alglin Dios como principal, o SER SUPREMO.
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4. Concepto de Dios

El concepto que de EL tenian—hablando principalmente
de BATHALA que era como mis comunmente se conocia—es
que estaba elevado sobre todos los humanos y sobre todas las
otras divinidales, y que era tan grande que el hombre no debia
de osar a hablar con EL. Bajo el punto de vista cristiano de-
bian de tener una idea tal de BATHALA que los mismos se di-
rigian al Ser Supremo llamandole BATHALA o BATHALA
MEICAPAL, usando al principio de esta palabra o bien de la
espafiola DIOS.

5. Sus Atributos

Entre los atributos principales que los antiguos supoman en
BATHALA o DIOS, es que era el Sefior le cielo, donde moraba.
Era un ser personal, espiritual, eterno; habia creado todas las
las cosas, v era duefio de todo lo creado; tenia muchos minis-
tros, también sobrenanaturales, y los enviaba a este mundo pa-
ra obrar por medio de ellos.

6. Manifestaciones

De toda cuanto se halla escrito sobre el SER SUPREMO
de los Tagalos y 1a mayor parte del Archipiélago Filipino, no se
encuentra que se manifestase en forma corporal al hombre, de
palabra, ruido u otra forma material, visible o sensible. De
otros espiritus y deidades inferiores se cuentan muchas novelas
sobre este punto; pero no asi acerca del verdadero DIOS. BAT-
HALA se manifestaba en las cosas creadas y en el orden de la
naturaleza como autor o principio y como “ordenador” o gober-
nador; pero de una manera racional e insensible, no impresio-
nable a los sentidos; estaba presente en la conciencia y le velan
con los ojos del entendimiento como causa primera del “ego” y le
todos los efectos v causas segundas que constituyen el universo
mundo. Los antiguos Filipinos distinguian bien entre Dios y la
materia, entre Bathala y el universo, enfre el Ser Supremo y
si mismos: no como lo interpreta Dn. P. A. Paterno que nos ha-
bla de Bathala como la tnica sustancia universal, cayendo de
esta suerte en el panteismo. En verdad que la raza Malya no se
distingue por semejante error religioso; se dira de unas tribus
acaso que cayeron en el antropomorfismo, otras en el politeismo,
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las mas en el animismo; pero rara sera la tribu que confunda
las cosas con las sustancia divina diciendo que todo es Dios en
¢l mundo y que nada existe sino Dios.

Una cosa es que Dios como infinito autor y conservador esté
en todas las partes con presencia real, con potencia y esencia, y
otra que se confunda con las mismas criaturas sin dar lugar a
distincion fundamental entre éstas y El. Un pequeiio ejemplo le
tenemos con el alma humana, que pervade todo el cuerpo y esta
presente con potencia y esencia en toda parte viviente del cuerpo,

y con todo, los antiguos Filipinos distinguian bien entre éste y
aquella.

Respecto del Ser Supremo, Dios o Bathala Meicapal, residia
de una manera especial, como en su propio trono, arriba en cl
cielo. Por eso, preguntados los antiguos por los misioneros ca-
tolicos acerca de Bathala, levantaban las manos con gran respec-
to y los ojos hacia lo alto, indicando que alla moraba. En cuanto
al pronunciar su nombre, se maravillaron los mismos misione-
ros del gran fervor con que lo pronunciaban, y, como cosa sacro-
santa e intangible, o no osaban pronunciarlo o si lo hacian tenia
que ser con todo el respecto de que eran capaces. En esto con-
venian también con el mandamiento del Cristianismo, a saber,
no tomar el nombre de Dios en vano. La creencia de que se
manifieste en todo su esplendor en el cielo, el cual se supone arri-
ba, coincide también con la idea cristiana y por eso se admite
hasta el presente. |

7. Creencia en una Jerarquia de
Deidades Benéficas y Malignas.

Por lo que llevamos dicho, se saca que el Ser Supremo o
propiamente Dios, le creian los indigenas de Filipinas un ser es-
piritual, algo personal, y merecia todo el respecto de que es ca-
paz el hombre. Debido a este sumo respecto que aun por el nom-
bre divino sentian, apenas si se encuentra en las historias anti-
guas mas detalles de Bathala, fuera de la alta idea que tenian
le El, vy que en la vida practica ni siquiera se atrevian a dirigirle
oraciones u ofrecerle sacrificios.

De aqui nacio la necesidad de creer en otras espiritus o de-
idades inferiores, mas accesibles al hombre, los cuales decian ser
ministros del Gran Dios que obraban por El en el mundo. No
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habia ninguna irreverencia el que el hombre se dirigiese a los
mismos.

Los habia buenos asi como también malos para el hombre.
Los primeros venian a ser una especie de angeles y santos, en

tanto que los segundos correspondian en cierto modo a los de-
monios del Cristianismo.

Existia asimismo una especie de jerarquia, dividiéndose en-
tre ellos —buenos y malos— los destinos y negocios del mundo.
Aunque de ordinario vivian estos seres —segun las creencias—
con cierta independencia cada uno atendiendo a los suyo, se dis-
tinguian en rango conforme al oficio que desempefiaban. A ve-
ces encontramos ejemplos de verdadera subordinacion. Uno de
los primeros escritores, Miguel de Loarca, que vivié en tiempo
del Conquistador Legazpi y el P. Urdaneta, nos trae el siguiente
ejemplo: Dada la sefial de muerte por el dios inferior SIDAPA,
que es el que determinaba la vida de los hombres, el demonio
MANGUAYEN se llevaba el alma en un bote hacia el otro mun-
do. Le salia al encuentro otro espiritu mas valiente, SUMPAY,
el cual se la arrebataba y la entragaba al principal de los demo-
nios, sefior del infierno, que llamaban SISIBURANEN. Enton-
ces los familiares del difunto hacian sacrificios al dios inferior
PANDAQUE, que era amigo de los hombres, y éste rescataba las
almas de manos del demonio cuando los sacrificios hechos eran
suficientes.

8. Concepto de estas Deidades.

Respecto de las deidades inferiores los antiguos habitantes
les atribuian cualidades humanas y los concebian con las mismas
pasiones y virtudes que suelen encontrarse en los hombres. De
CAPTAN, por ejemplo, que le suponian el mas elevado despues
de Dios, no era sapiéntisimo; pues cuando la primera muerte
acaecié en la tierra y noté que un pescador estaba muy triste,
envié varios mensajeros desde el cielo para ver lo que pasaba
aqui abajo. Algunos de ellos ni siquiera hizieron caso del men-
saje, y con todo nada pudo hacer con ellos; lo cual indica que
tampoco era omnipotente. Padecia hambre como los hombres y
era vengativo como los humanos. Semejantemente, toda deidad
tenia sus flaquezas y sus pasiones.

Incluian entre las divinidades y espiritus las almas de los
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9. Otros Espiritus.

antepasados, pero las creian sujetas a las mismas necesidades de
la tierra. Por eso enterraban al difunto juntamente con comida,
mantas, vajilla, y, si eran ricos y principales, hasta esclavos, con
el fin de que les asistiesen en la otra vida. Los mas de los es-
piritus de esta clase, se conocian mejor con el nombre de Anifos.

16. Origen de los Espiritus

Respecto de la deidad primera, Ser Supremo, Dios, Bathala,
que tambien es espiritu, los antiguos no nos dan el origen. Los
modernos tampoco pueden darnosle. La razon es que es un ser
esencialmente necesario, la primera causa, que siempre ha exis-
tido (como siempre existird) sin depender de nadie: su exis-
tencia se confunde con su ser; antes de El no habia nadie, y de
nadie o nada no podia proceder, —era ya El aun antes del tiem-
po, no tuvo principio y no tendra fin: un continuo “ES”. Y
através del movimiento de Ias cosas creadas por EL y dirigidas
a un fin, se mueve el hombre también como pequeno juguete de
12 creacion a merced de los vientos y el oleaje de las olas: solo
le distingue la pequefia luz de su entendimiento y el motor in-
amovible por ninguna causa externa de su voluntad. Con este
distintivo, jira él como las demas cosas hacia el fin altimo de la
creacion, pero en su mente lleva siempre gravada la idea de la
inmortalidad. Asi le creyeron inmortal los antiguos Filipinos,
asi lo muestra también la razén, y asi también lo creen todos los
cristianos del universo mundo.

Esta idea fija en la inmortalida ddel alma (mezclada aun-
que accidentalmente con una mayor o menor dosis de imagina-
cién oriental) dié origen a la creencia en los espiritus. Veian
el cuerpo muerto, sabian por lo tanto que el cuerpo humano era
mortal: pero, a semejanza de los mas famosos filésofos de la
antigiiedad, comprendian que aquello no era todo el hombre, el
hombre no moria del’ todo: el espiritu que antes animaba el
cuerpo, el que pensaba, el que libremente se movia, el que cons-
tituia el “ego” real y personal, aquel no era en lo mas minimo
afectado por la fragil condiciéon de la materia. Salia del cuer-
po e iba a los cielos o infiernos o ya vagaba por los contornos
para ayudar, de acuerdo con el beneplacito de Dios, a sus des-
cendientes.
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La idea que tuvieron los antiguos habitantes de que las al-
mas de los antepasados podian ayudar a los descendientes, en es-
pecial aquellos que vivieron una vida de un ser racional, no se
opone al Cristianismo: de hecho la Iglesia Catélica nos pone
ante nuestros ojos un sinumero de los que ya pasaron a la otra
vida, no sélo para que nos sirvan de modelo de santidad a que
nosotros debemos aspirar, sino también para que, diriguiéndonos
a ellos, intercedan ante el Altisimo a favor nuestro. Etonces co-
mo ahora —y demos que mas entonces que ahora— la imagina-
cion podria tener su parte en cuanto a la representacion de di-
chos espiritus o ya tocante a la manera con que pueden ayudar-
nos o bien cuanto al estado en que se encuentran en la otra vi-
da, pero en principio es una creencia sana.

Tampoco se opone a fas creencias cristianas la antigua tra-
dicion (que aun persevera) de que Dios tenga sus ministros es-
pirituales para ayuda del hombre, que los envie a la tierra con
determinada mision, v que nos sirvan de angeles tutelares. La
ocasion de creer en ellos fué, como hemos dicho, el respecto ha-
cia el Ser Supremo. ;Qué origen asignaban los antiguos habi-
tantes a semejantes cuasi deidades? Parece que el mismo de
las almas humanas, esto es, creadas por Dios, a semejanza de
las almas en espiritu, e inmortales como ellas.

Y ;qué origen atribuian a los espiritus malos? No se en-
cuentra apenas nada en los documentos antiguos sobre este par-
ticular: es muy posible que tuvieran a algunos como creados
por Dios —si bien no como hechos perversos por Dios que es
iuente de bien, sino por la mala voluntad de ellos después que
salieron de la mano de Dios— ¥y que otros de los espiritus malos
fueran para los nativos las almas de aquellos antepasados que
en vida se distinguieron por su mala voluntad.

En general, parece que aquellos que fueron sus enemigos en
la tierra, lo continuaban siendo después de muertos. A las al-
mas de los aborigenes primitivos con quienes tuvieron que pe-
lear los Malayos al ocupar el territorio filipino, las tenian de
ordinario como espiritus maléficos. A las almas de los antiguos
duefios de una casa, tierra o monte, de no haber sido parientes
suyos, les tenian también mucho miedo.

11. Deidades vy Espiritus Benévolos: Agricolas
El pais era, como lo es hoy, un pais agricola, y por eso
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ocupan el primer 'lugar aquellas deidades y espiritus que se creian
tener influencia en las plantaciones y cosechas.

Entre los Tagalos se decia que el dios inferior llamado
IDIANALE se encargaba de la labranza en general; LAKAM-
PATI, estaba al cargo de las sementeras, en especial del arroz;
SINAYA, era el responsable de una abundante cosecha, si bien
los pescadores se dirigian también a este dios para tener suerte
en la pesca; LAKAMBUTI, era el que daba de comer.

En Zambales tenian como especial protector del arroz a KA-
LASAKAS; NAMALE era para los bogolanos el sefior de la tie-
rra SALIBUT ensefiaba a los Bagobos a cultivar los campos,
y en gereal le invocaban en sus industrias y transacciones; los
Visayos imploraban en sus plantaciones a TAGABANUA, pero
su dios principal agricola parece haber sido LALAHON, LAON,
o LAUON, el cual se enfadaba a veces con los hombres y enviaba
a la tierra una plaga de langostas para que se comiese el fruto
en castigo de los pecados de los hombres; y para los Bicolanos
un tal GURANG servia de especial protector de las cosechas.

12. Otras Deidades Benévolas

En Manila y alrededores se tenian a KATOTOBO como an-
gel tutelar de los nativos; LAKHANBAKOR se creia ser de ayu-
da en las enfermedades; a SIUKUY se le imploraba para la pes-
ca y navegaciones, pues se llamoé el dios de los rios y mares;
otros pescadores se dirigian principalmente a Amanisaya, que
era el protector de los hombres que se alimentaban de los peces
del mar: en tanto que los cazadores acudian a MANIKABLE; y
hasta los enamorados tenian su dios llamado DIAN MASALAN-
TA. .

En sus guerras ycorrerias imploraban los Visayos a YNA-
GUINID, VARANGAO y MAKANDUC, y en casos de hambre
acudian a AMKABOSOG. Los Zambales tenian a MALY ARI
como protector de los guerreros, y a él se atribuia el poder y la
fuerza: el viento y la lluvia eran jurisdiccion de ANITON-
TAVO, y en tiempo de enemistades rogaban a MAGLABAT que
apaciguase los 4nimos de los malavenidos.

Entre los Bicolanos, un tal KATAMBAY hacia las veces del
KATATOBO tagalog, en tanto que MANGNINDAN suplia a
SIUKUY. APOLAKI era el dios de la guerra entre las Ponga-
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sinanes; de HANAN se dijo que did las leyes de luto a los Vi-
sayos; el Hijo del Sol, o KASPFEK, asistia en las enfermedades
a los Igorrotes; y BUSUAO comunicaba la fuerza a los hombres
Mindanainos que lograban comunicarse con ¢l asi como 7TAO-
SA-SALUP se creia les ayudaba en sus viajes, en sus guerras,
y hasta en caso de enfermedad.

L.os Bogolanos tenian a MAKAKORET como el dios del
aire, y el conservador del agua era MAKAPONKIS, mientras
cue MANAMA hacia de juez v conservador de todo. Los Ba-
2obos inventaron un dios especial para las casadas, que llamaron
KAMANOGAN. |

A estos hay que anadir los Anitos de su devocion, o espiri-
tus de sus parientes difuntos, los cuales eran implorados en ca-
sos mas particulares como mejores conocedores de las diversas
necesidades de cada familia.

13. Espiritus Malignos

Los espiritus malignos o demonios eran también muchos.
Con frecuencia se confunden con los duendes. Los Tagalos les
Hamaban SITAN. Se creia en uno el cual habia de entrome-
terse en los negocios de los hombres para que saliesen mal, y le
Hamaban TAO SATOLONAN. Era tan malo este demonio que,
a veces —decian— mataba v se comia los ninos. Pasaban toda-
via por peores TIANAK y su amigo TIGBALAN los cuales para
engafiar mejor y causar mayores males se aparecian ya en for-
ma de nifilos pequefios o bien en la estatura de un gigante.

Entre los Pampangos parece que el peor de los demonios
fué BUKU, a quien se atribuia muchos de los males que acaecen
al hombre. Los Ilocanos los llamaban en general SAIRO; los
Cagayanos ARAN; y decian que de todos ellos los mas ladinos
cran los KAIBANES o demonios enanos que se escondian entre
la maleza del campo para hacer mal sin ser sorprendidos. De
ellos se cuenta que son siempre nifios y andan con los piés al
reves. | -
También los Bicolanos tenian demonios enanos muy malig-
nos, que llamaban BONGAN. A otros, en general, les decian
ONGLO; y uno en particular, el peor de todos, le conocian con
el nombre de YASAO.

Los Visayos abundaban asimismo en espiritus perversos.
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Para ellos, MAKABANTONG era el causante de las rifas y es-
candalos; MAKAPTAN vivia en lo alto como si fuera dios, pero
en realidad era uno de los mayores enemigos del hombre, que
enviaba las enfermedades a los humanos y hasta los mataba; TA-
GALABONG andaba suelto por los montes y selvas en compa-
fiia de otros de su mismo raza; TODTOD se representaba en
forma de monstruo, espantoso gigante con una boca horrible en
cuyas mandibulas tenia dos colmillos descomunales, y por ana-
didura unos de sus forzudos brazos era de piedra dura; y
MANGALO se hacia mucho mas temible, pues tenia por ocupa-
cion el devorar las entraiias de los jovenes. Tenian ademas
otros demonios, pero estos no se cuidaban de los mortales mien-
tras vivian en el mundo: su lugar de accion era el infierno, o
yva conduciendo alla las almas de los que morian, como SUMPAY,
o bien cuidando de atormentarlas, como SISIBURANEN, SI-
MURAN y SIGUINARUGAN.

Los Bagobos creian en un demonio muy raro, RIOA-RIOA,
el cual suponian entre el cielo y la tierra, colgado con la cola del
cénit y con un cuello largisimo y elastico que podia estirar has-
ta una distancia conveniente para ir tragando a cuantos morta-
les le alargase su amigo TABANKAK. .. Los Bogolanos creian
que el principal de los demonios estaba en el crater del vol-
can Apo, porque decian que era la boca del infierno y MANDA-
RANGAN cuidaba de los condenados. Los Tinguianes creian
que HUNANGAN tomaba a veces la forma de caballo corredor,
y en las noches iba recorriendo el contorno matando a cuantos
nifioz encontraba abandonados. También para los Negritos
existia un demonio con cabeza de caballo, pero cuyo cuerpo era
de hombre, color blanquecino, patas largas y delgadas, el cual
recibia el nombre de BALENDIK. En Mindanao tenian al de-
monio ABAK como muy dafiino para los mortales; PUNDAUG-
NON, era el tentador contra el sexto y nono, el cual se caso con
una demonia llamada MALIMBOXK ; otro de ellos, PAILI, al pa-
recer no se metia con nadie: vivia tranquilo en una laguna en-
clavada en un monte, rodeado de tiburones, caimanes, tortugas y
otros peces, pero, en acercandose algin mortal a la laguna, este
demonio lo petrificaba instantaneamente.

—P. E. BAZACO, 0. P.
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SOCIOLOGIA

Socialismo--Comuniista y Catolicismo
SINTESIS DOCTRINAL

Socialismo y Catolicisino son
términos contradictorios.
(Quadragessimo Anno).

En los campos filoséfico-sociales distinguimos dos clases
de problemas: unos son permanentes, otros temporales. Llama-
mos problemas permanentes aquellos que no se circunscriben a
un determinado espacio de tiempo. En todos los tiempos y eda-
des se dejan sentir con la misma intensidad, siendo esa la causa
por qué gozan siempre de perenne actualidad. Problemas tem-
porales son los que pasan pasadas las circunstancias que les
comunicaron la existencia. En el futuro, apenas revisten ac-
tualidad alguna, si exceptuamos la historica.

Vamos a hablar de uno de los problemas enrolado en la
categoria de los permanentes. Aludimos a la cuestion social,
en cuya solucién trabajan el socialismo colectivista, tipo bolche-
vique ruso, y la religion catélica, tipo evangéico cristiano.—lx-
pondremos en primer término la doctrina del socialismo. Ha-
ciendo una breve critica del mismo, pasaremos a la exposicion
de la luminosa doctrina social de la Iglesia.

Antes de comenzar permitasenos hacer dos advertencias:
primera; en todo el decurso del articulo tomamos por una mis-
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ma cosa socialismo v comunismo. En realidad, al menos en
punto a las ideas, no se halla entre ellos diferencia alguna es-
pecial. Soélo al realizar la idea es cuando parece haber una pe-
quefla diferencia: mientras los socialistas utilizan medios pro-
pios del hombre, los comunistas apelan a la violencia y a la bar-
barie—La segunda advertencia que deseamos hacer es la si-
guiente: no es este un trabajo acabado. Por consecuencia, no
podemos descender, no descendemos, a detalles propios de mo-
nografias completas. Nos limitamos a una exposicion sintética
del asunto, teniendo por guia las Emnciclicas Rerum Novarum
y la todavia reciente de Pio XI sobre el Comunismo Ateo, Divine
Eedemptoris.

EXPOSICICN DEL
SOCIALISMO - COMUNISTA

Es propio de moralistas afirmar que la sociedad donde vi-
ven es la mas corrompida que registran los anales de la historia.
Sin discutir la proposicién, pensamos que la sociedad actual
presenta un cuadro desgarrador. El clamor de unas clases con-
tra otras, del obrero contra el patrono, del trabajo contra el ca-
pital, es cada vez mas alarmante y amenazador. Parece estar
préoximo el dia en que la civilizacién mundial cristiana ruede
por los suelos hecha girones por el huracan de la revolucion
socialista v comunista. El Comunismo bolchevique ateo, dice
Pio XI, “tiende a derrumbar el orden social y a socavar los fun-
damentos mismos de la civilizacion” (1).—Por si alguno desea
una autoridad exenta de prejuicios religiosos, oiga lo que dice
un portaestandarte del socialismo moderno: “Alli donde llega-
mos, escribe Henkell, rugen las olas de un mundo que se hunde.”
Al oir estas palabras queda uno convencido: los socialistas
y su rama extrema los comunistas son los barbaros del siglo XX,
los vandalos del dia. Heredero del absolutismo de pretéritos
sistemas, el socialismo estd fusionado con el anarquismo y am-
bos juntos tienden a la disolucién, al caos, a la nada. ““Todo
convencido y consecuente socialista, es siempre un anarquista
o un nihilista” (2). Por esta razon, el socialismo es primaria
v casi exclusivamente negativo: nada de personalidad humana,
nada de familia cristiana, nada de autoridad, nada de propie-

(1) Encicl. Sobre El Comunismo Ateo, no. 3.—publ. del Boletin Ke. de

Filipinas.
(2) WEIS, Obras, parte IV, vol. I, pags. 117—Barcelona—1906.
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dad, nada de religiéon. Su lema es descristianizar, su fin formar
el hombre econdomico, por otro nombre: el hombre maquina que

vale tanto, cuanto es su rendimiento. Mas no adelantemos ideas
y conceptos.

Fue el ano 1891 cuando escribié Leén XIII las palabras la-
pidarias de ser este estado de cosas la tnica cuestién “que ejer-
cita los ingenios de log doctos, las juntas de los prudentes, las
asambleas populares, el juicio de los legisladores, los consejos de
los principes” (3). Sin embargo, en lugar de hallar un punto
de acuerdo, en vez de atacar la cuestion de frente y dar una
solucion adecuada de la misma, ésta se aleja cada dia mas y
mas de nuestra mente. Colocados en un medio ambiente de na-
turalismo y de revolucién, permanecemos ofuscados por el polvo
de las catastrofes producidas por programas incendiarios. Un
ablsmo invoca otro abismo; un programa prepara la sociedad al
siguiente y todos juntos, después de haber irradiado siniestros
destellos, “cruzan como meteoros por el horizonte y van a caer
como bombas explosivas sobre los cimientos sociales.” (4).

Bomba de mil kilos, y nada mas, fué el grito lanzado por
el monje apéstata en el siglo XVI. Sistematizando la cuestion
del libre examen en el terreno religioso, allané el camino al li-
beralismo filos6fico-cientifico: “Del terreno religioso, dice Ledn
X111, el principio del libre examen se deslizo, como por una pen-
diente natural, hacia el liberalismo filoséfico y cientifico” (5).
A su vez, los filésofos de la Enciclopedia y de la Commune,
sosteniendo la autonomia absoluta de la razon, prepararon la
via al liberalismo politico del Estado en orden a las relaciones
civico-sociales: “Del terreno filosoéfico, continta Leon XIII, el
principio de la libertad absoluta se infiltro en las instituciones
civiles.” Proclamada la FEstatolatria o absoluta independencia
del Estado en lo que dice relacion a la moral publica, los libera-
listas avanzaron un paso mas y abogaron por la libertad en el
orden economico: “De las regiones de la sociedad civil, concluye
Leén XIII (l.c.,), (paso la libertad) a la esfera fronteriza de
la economia” y engendrod el liberalismo econémico, cuyos incon-
cusos postulados se reducen a dos: el fin del hombre es el goce,

(3) Encicl. Rerum Novarum, Introduccion.
(4) MELLA, Obras, vol. XXIII, pag. 261.—la. ed.
(5) Encicl. Immortale Dei.
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la felicidad, pero trasladada por completo a la tierra; el mévil
unico el interes.

Naturalmente, los frutos de semejantes postulados fueron
insipidos, amargos. Entonces se apelé a los liberalistas en busca
de remedio; pero faltos de principios basicos, de fundamentos
perennes, recurrieron a encastillarse en el principio efimero de
la libertad absoluta. A diestra y a siniestra, al Oriente y al
Poniente, al Septentrion y al Meridion propalaron las cuatro fa-
mosas libertades: libertad de ensefianza, libertad de pensa-
miento, libertad de imprenta, libertad de cultos. Por si acaso
eran insuficientes, a las cuatro libertades clasicas anadieron
dos mas; la libertad de conciencia y la libertad politica. Su en-
tendimiento, su boca, todo su ser se lleno de libertad. Y cuando
las masas oprimidas exigian un lenitivo a las vejaciones de que
eran objeto, los representantes mas conspicuos de la escuela se
limitaron a repetirles el gran principio del sistema: Dejad ha-
cer, dejad pasar; el mundo anda y se arregla por si mismo. La
libertad es la que unicamente puede curar los abusos de la li-
bertad.

Pasaron los anos y la libertad no curé nada. No podia sa-
near, porque abusaron de ella y el abuso siempre es abuso. En
lugar de obtener la libertad apetecida, se creé la dictadura de la
burguesia, el absolutismo industrialista. Unos cuantos capita-
listas, hombres sin conciencia desprovistos de todo noble sen-
timiento, esclavizaron al obrero, corrompiéndole primero en el
orden intelectual vy moral. No trascurrieron muchos ahos y la
masa cayo en la cuenta de la engaiifla de que era victima. En-
tonces fué cuando de un lado los capitalistas olvidados de la
justicia v de la caridad cristiana, y del otro los obreros lanzados
a una creciente corrupcién de costumbres vinieron al campo del
honor. El afian de novedades, de que habla la Enciclica Rerum
Novarum, hizo que los representantes del trabajo se alzaran con-
tra los capitalistas, representantes de la opresion. Fué una
reacciéon ruda, violenta. No es extrano; la rudeza, la violencia
suelen ser compaferas inseparables de toda reaccidn.

Esa reaccién, legitima en el fondo, fué recogida por cier-
tos super-hombres que dieron en llamarse soclalistas y esa y
no otra es la génesis de la herejia viviente, del socialismo colecti-
vista.
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Claro es que las semillas del socialismo fueron diseminadas
en siglos anteriores al XIX. Pero siempre se notd en esos si-
glos la falta de una inteligencia potente, de un talento 16gico
que paternizara el sistema. Por fin, ese talento 10gico apare-
cion; su nombre, Carlos Marx. El afio 1846 edité por primera
vez la obra El Capital donde expuso de un modo cientifico (con
logica hegeliana, que arranca de premisas falsas pero cuyas con-
secuencias son verdaderas,) las ideas colectivistas sembradas
acd y alla en diversos autores ingleses y franceses. Con esta obra
de Marx el liberalismo quedd herido de muerte. Los liberalistas
que habian dilapidado el sudor del pobre, el salario del obrero,
las almas de los nifios, el servicio de Dios y la fe en todo lo
elevado, tuvieron que resignarse a sucumbir bajo el peso de la
reaccion. Los mismos proletarios, que ellos habian modelado,
fueron sus sepultureros.

Inhumado el liberalismo por absolutista e insuficiente, la
demagogia viro en torno al maxismo. Marx y los suyos com-
prendieron el viramiento del obrero y supieron presentarse ante
él con cierto aire de redentores: ‘“El comunismo de hoy....,
habla Pio XI, contiene en si una idea de falsa redencion. Un
pseudo ideal de justicia, de igualdad y de fraternidad en el tra-
kajo penetra toda su doctrina y su actividad de cierto falso mis-
ticismo que comunica a las masas halagadas por falaces prome-
sas un impetu y entusiasmo contagioso, especialmente en un
tiempo como el nuestro, en que de la defectuosa distribucion de
los bienes de este mundo se ha seguido una miseria casi des-
conocida” (6). Las autorizadas palabras de la Enciclica nos
dan pie para rechazar la opinién de muchos que opinan que el
comunismo es debido exclusivamente a la corrupcion de las cos-
tumbres. Al lado de la corrupcion de costumbres, debemos colo-
car la defectuosa distribucién de las riquezas y la deficierite
administracién del Estado en no saber salvaguardar los derechos
de todos y cada uno de los individuos. Por donde resulta, que
los factores a sanar en el magno conflicto de la cuestion social
se reducen a tres: el politico-economico, el ético moral y el re-
ligioso.

En el terreno religioso socialistas y comunistas establecen
el principio bésico: religion megocio privado. No obstante,

(6) Encicl. Sobre el Comun. Ateo, no. 8.

SOCIALISMO — COMUNISTA Y... 281

MCD 2018




unos y otros se pronuncian en contra de la existencia de un
Dios personal a lo cristiano. Admiten, si, una deidad peculiar:
la materia; admiten una falsa trinidad: la fuerza, el movimien-
el trabajo; amiten por ultimo una religion v un culto: el culto
a la lucha de clases y la religion de la democracia, porque en
sentir de un ilustre socidlogo “la democracia es ya una religion.”
Una y otra, la religion de la democracia y el culto a la lucha de
clases, persiguen un objetivo determinado, estin encaminados
a una sintesis final: anhelan una sociedad sin clases. A fin de
realizar esa sintesis final conceden derecho de ciudadania a me-
dios violentos ordenados a enconar mas y mas la lucha de clases
trocada, por razon del fin, “en una cruzada por el progreso de
la humanidad. En cambio, todas las fuerzas, sean cuales fue-
ren, que resistan a esas violencias sistematicas, deben ser ani-
quiladas como enemigas del género humano” (7). Los socia-
listas y mas a un los comunistas de ultima moda consideran
como las primeras fuerzas de oposicion el capitalismo y la Re-
ligion: “El comunismo, dice el Leader Ruso, es contrario a
toda religion porque los principios de la Revolucion Mundial
Atea no pueden ser conciliados con los de la Religion, que ha
estado, y siempre estara, ligada al Capitalismo.” A renglon
seguido Stalin declara su posicion personal en orden a la Re-
ligion e indica cual debe ser la posiciéon de los afiliados al par-
tido: “Yo, dice, he sido un ateo desde mi juventud. Sostener y
promover el movimiento de los sin Dios es deber sagrado de

todo ciudadano soviético, de toda mujer soviética y sobre todo
de la juventud. (8).

En la esfera ético-moral la doctrina del socialismo es per-
niciosa en demasia. Priva al hombre de todo derecho individual
y le quita la propia personalidad por quedar reducido, frase ele-
gante de Pio XI, a una ‘“simple rueda del engranage del sis-
tema” (9). Es decir: el hombre individuo frente a la sociedad
corporacion carece de libertad, es un automata que al fin debe
moverse por si mismo en el reino de la libertad estatal a impulso
del reino de la necesidad. Todos conocemos como en la futura
sociedad paradisiaca cada uno dard segun sus fuerzas y recibird

(7) Encicl. Sobre el Comun, Ateo, no, 9,
(8) Cfr. The Rock, October, 1838.
(9) Ene. cit., no. 10,
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segun sus necesidades. Cuando llegue ese momento la libertad
serd completa ,absoluta; desaparecera todo género de autoridad,
incluso la de los padres sobre los hijos conocida en términos
téenicos bajo el epigrafe Patria Potestad; la sociedad alcanzara
tal progreso y libertad que seran dos realidades evidentes la
igualdad numérica de todos los hombres y la realizacion de la
filosofia rusoniana del homo selvaticus. De esta manera, mien-
tras en un sentido el propio Yo queda absorvido por la sintesis
final de la sociedad omnipotente, en otro, el hombre goza de
completa libertad, si bien esa libertad no traspasa los limites de
una libertad animal, del instinto. Porque no reconoce freno ni
ley alguna moral; y sus mismas relaciones conyugales se man-
tienen dentro de las fronteras del arte. En una palabra: sos-
tienen y propalan el amor libre, rechazando el matrimonio ca-
télico por considerarle como signo de opresion y de esclavitud:
“El matrimonio, dijo cierto orador en una reuniéon socialista,
es el mayor error de la sociedad actual. Casarse y ser esclavos
son sinomicos’” (10).

Rechazando el matrimonio catodlico, son logicos en negar
la familia cristiana. Negando la vida de familia, siguese que
los padres no pueden atender a la educacion de los hijos. Es
mas: ateniéndonos a los principios del sistema los padres non
deben educar los hijos por ser esta prerrogativa exclusiva del
Estado, de la comunidad: ‘“Niega a los padres el derecho a la
educacién, leemos en la Enciclica Sobre el Com. Ateneo, porque
éste es considerado como derecho exclusivo de la comunidad, y
s6lo en su nombre y por mandato suyo los pueden ejercer los
padres” '(11).

Finalmente, en el campo de la economia y de la politica so-
cialistas y comunistas predican absoluta comunidad de bienes.
La propiedad privada conduce al capitalismo; el capitalismo en-
gendra la supremacia de unos hombres sobre otros dando origen
a la esclavitud econémica. Por lo tanto, debe “ser destruido de
raiz este género de propiedad privada.” A la comunidad per-
tenece poseer los medios todos de produccién gozando del arbi-
trio ilimitado de poder obligar a los individuos al trabajo co-
lectivo, teniendo el deber de distribuir los frutos del trabajo

(10) Cfr. Weiss, Obr. cit. pab. 134.
(11) Enc. no. 11.
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mecdnico considerando unas veces el mérito personal, ofras las
necesidades de cada individuo en particular. Con semejante
socializacion de los medios de produccion y con la racionaliza-
cién de las horas de trabajo, los teorizantes socialistas preten-
den formar el hombre maquina exento de todo principio moral
v de todo orden juridico. Porque segun el doctrinarismo social-
comunista la moral v el orden juridico estan llamados a ser “una
emanacion del sistema econémico contemporaneo, es decir, de
origen terreno, mudable, caduco” (12). Es facil comprender
estas aspiraciones de socialistas y comunistas con solo recordar
el principio basico establecido por Marx: la materia es la unica
realidad existente. El espiritu, lo sobrenatural, no tienen ‘cu-
bierto’ preparado en el socialismo; el alma espiritual e inmortal
son suenos de imaginaciones febricitantes; la psicologia huma-
na es una mera prolongacion de la Zoologia.—Estas pensamos
ser, en resumen, las ideas fuerzas que impulsan a los modernos
herejes a luchar por una nueva época de civilizacion y de pro-
greso, progreso y civilizacion cifrados en el establecimiento de
una humanidad sin Dios en contraposicion a la unica civitas
humana, de que habla Pio XI en la Eauciclica tantas veces ci-
tada sobre el Comunismo Ateo. EIl elemento primordial para
obtener la realizacion de semejante plan es el Estado y el poder
estatal. Mas, una vez conseguidos los fines del socialismo y del
comunismo, el Estado perdera su razén de ser y se disolvera.

CRITICA

Apenas terminar la exposicion de la parte doctrinal del
comunismo, todos comprenden la razén que asiste a Pio Xl cuan-
do escribe ser el comunismo “un sistema lleno de errores y so-
fismas, que contradice a la razon y a la revelacion, subversivo
del orden social, porque equivale a la destruccion de sus bases
fundamentales, desconocedor del verdadero origen y fin del Es-
tado, negador de los derechos de la persona humana, de su dig-
nidad y libertad” (13). Ahora se comprende también la razon
que tiene Leon XIII al afirmar que el socialismo, lejos de arre-
olar la cuestion obrera, la empeora “porque quitandoles (a los
obreros) la libertad de hacer de su salario el uso que quisieren,

(12) Enc. no. 12.
(13) Encic. no. 14.
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les quitan la esperanza y aun el poder de aumentar sus bienes
propios y sacar de ellos otras utilidades” (14).

Por otro lado, el socialismo y el comunismo carecen de fun-
damentos razonables. Son l6gicos en el proceso y en las conse-
cuencias, pero arrancan de principios falsos. En primer ter-
mino establecen el principio absoluto de la lucha de clases, ba-
sado en un supuesto erroneo: en el robo de los patronos; de
hecho el pretendido robo de la clase patronal no existe. Los
ratronos, empresarios e industriales, tienen titulos precisos por
los que les es licito percibir cierta cantidad mayor de los fru-
tos de la empresa o industria. El capital empleado en montar
la industria, el peligro de que fracase y pierda el capital alli em-
pleado, y sobre todo, la inmensa labor intelectual que se ve pre-
cisado a desarrollar si desea complacerse en la buena marcha
cel negocio, son titulos suficientes que justifican el comporta-
miento de la clase patronal, condenando a su vez la actitud de
los obreros que quieren equipararse con los duehos legitimos
en el percibimiento de los frutos de la empresa. Una cosa es
desear participar en la industria, atendidas las pérdidas y ga-
nancias, otra muy diversa pretender completa igualdad. El
asociar al obrero en la industria lo recomiendan los socidlogos,
los hombres de Estado y los Romanos Pontifices. El pretender
equiparamiento en la percepciéon del rendimiento de la empre-
sa, lo rechaza el sentir comin del genero humano.

Otro de los principios del socialismo asegura que solo el
trabajo, y éste mecdnico, es productivo. Prescindiendo de la
afirmacion gratuita de ser improductivo el capital, claramente
se ve la sinrazén del principio. Siempre, junto al trabajo meca-
nico, hallamos unido con lazo inseparable el doble trabajo de
perfeccién y el de proteccion. Es cosa pueril sentir en otra
forma. Un ejemplo lo aclara: Imaginad un obrero honrado.
Después de varios afios de incesantes ahorros, reune un capi-
talillo y compra una parcela de tierra, entonces erial. El capital
da de si y obtiene maquinas y algunas semillas con que cultivar
la tierra. Al fin, logra trasformar el erial en tierra feraz, en
una huerta. Ese hombre, satisfecho, se dice: Gracias a mis
ahorros he obtenido el campo, las maquinas de labranza y las
semillas: fruto de mi trabajo personal es esta trasformacion

(14) Rerum Novarum, pag. 6, Madrid. 1931.
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del terreno antes inculto en terro prodouctivo en la actualidad.
Todo, todo es obra mia; vo personalmente lo he realizado todo.
. Opindis que nadie puede objetarle? No por cierto. Varias
personas, que no han colaborado con él en el laborio de la tie-
rra, pueden responderle. El sacerdote, en nombre de la moral,
puede decirle: “Yo he puesto una valla de respetos y de debe-
res en torno de tu heredad, yo he inculecado en ti espiritu y en
el espiritu de los tuyos los preceptos ampliados del Decalogo que
vive en el de tus vecinos; y, sin esa valla de deberes morales,
hubieran caido al suelo las tapias de tu heredad.” Kl que re-
presenta la proteccién sanitaria tiene derecho a contestarle:
“vo te he librado de la epidemia, de la enfermedad; a la salud
que yo te he devuelto debes el haber podido continuar el cultivo™.
El representante de la protecciéon goza del privilegio de anadir:
“vo te he salvado del litigio con que la codicia queria arruil-
narte’”. Por ultimo, la autoridad material, la coacciéon puede
concluir: “sin los correajes amarillos de la Guardia Civil, sin
el fusil que marca el radio de accién, seguro de tu derecho,
no estarian seguros tus frutos, ni en tu granero” (15).

El tercer absurdo doctrinal socialista dice relacion a la
propiedad privada. Partiendo de la utdpica igualdad numérica
entre unos hombres y otros, juzga tener derecho a establecer la
comunidad de bienes; estableciendo la comunidad de bienes, des-
truye la propiedad privada; destruyendo la propiedad privada,
pugna con la naturaleza humana que dicta, en pro de la paz
social, la divisién de las propiedades. Tanto la sociedad domés-
tica como la civil, escribe santo Tomads, requieren la distribucion
de las propiedades: porque asi cada cual trabaja con mayor so-
licitud y cuida cno méas diligencia de lo que es suyo propio;
porque ademéis se afianza de modo estable la paz, orden y bien-
estar del Estado, estando cada uno satisfecho con su heredad:
dum unusquisque re propria contentus est (16). Pugna con la
naturaleza humana segun la cual, como advierte el mismo santo
Tomas, el derecho de propiedad, puesto ya en ejercicio, es de
ley natural aunque el hecho de proceder a la repeticion de las
cosas sea de dominio e incumbencia del derecho positivo, de
gentes (17).

(15) Mella, Obr. cit. vol. cit. pag. 331, 32.
(16) IIa Ilae, q. 66, art. IL.
(17) Tla TIlae, f. 66, art. ad lum.
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Debemos anadir un nuevo motivo: el socialismo comunista
obra contra la justicia natural al defender la omnipotencia del
Estado. Porque defendiendo la Estatolatria, monopoliza la en-
sehanza; monopolizando la ensenanza, vulnera los derechos na-
turales de los padres de poder educar a los hijos como y dénde
lo estimen conveniente, obligandolos a llevar a aquellas parte-
citas de su propio ser a los centros y escuelas, donde, a titulo
de ensenanza obligatoria, les infiltran la ‘“ensefnanza laica, o lo
que es peor, la ensefanza abiertament eatea” (18), que a todo
concede cuenta corriente menos al creer en Dios. No olvidemos
que es la escuela laica donde los comunistas creen haber encon-
trado el punto-apoyo desde donde les sera relativamente facil
derrocar la Religion y lo que la palabra lleva en si de progreso
y civilizacion. A fines del siglo pasado escribia Liebknecht:
“Necesario es mover la escuela contra la Iglesia, al maestro
contra el cura. Nuestro partido es un partido cientifico” (19).
De esta manera, emborrachados con los espiritus vacuosos de
una falsa ciencia, suefan en levantar una nueva sociedad: la
sociedad de la ciencia comunista frente a la cual, escribia por
el mismo tiempo el socialista aleman Dietzgen, todo se borra,
la fe en Dios v en los semidioses, en Moisés y en los Profetas,
en el Papa y en la Biblia, en el Emperador, en su Bismarck y
v en su gobierno; en una palabra, la fe en la autoridad” '(20).
Ahora se ve con claridad la verdad contenida en el dicho de
Antonio Franchi: la libertad de ensenanza es una patente para
envenenar el alma de los j0venes.

(Continuara)

—F. M.

(18) Zigliara, lus Naturae, libr. II, cap. V, art. 4.
(19) Citado por Weiss, pag. 123. oot
(20) Cfr. Weiss, Obr. cit. pag. 130—Barcelona 13906.
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NATURAL HISTORY

The Function of the Modern
Museum

(The following is the speech of Honorable Benito Soliven, assemblyman
h:ﬂm _the second district of Ilocos Sur, on November 14, 1939 during the rede-
dication of the Museum of Natural History at the University.

The Honorable Benito Soliven has a brilliant record both as a student and
a legislator. His work as a representative in the Eighth Philippine Legislature
stamped him out easily as among the first in originality and resourcefulness.
He presented no less than 221 bills of which 130 were enacted into laws. His
interest in historical studies dates back even from his student life wherein he
won first prize showing his deep interest in all matters of historic lore. His
penchant for preserving our cultural heritage is well-known. His was the
bill that recognized the National Library and Museum. Another bill was
the creation of the Historical Committee. Two others appropriatel funds
for the erection of a suitable marker on the spot where General Luna fell
in Cabanatuan, Nueva Ecija, on that fateful June 5, 1899 and a monu-
ment to General Gregorio H. del Pilar on the Tirad Pass where he so
gallantly fell on December 2 that same year while defending General Agui-
naldo’s rear guard. Another made it the duty of the National Museum to
cooperate in the preservation of permanent public works and monuments
of value to Philippine history and culture and the one that prohibits the
exportation or carrying away to foreign countries of antiques, museum
objects and other articles of anthropological and ethnological value to the
Philippines.

The Honorable Soliven is a genuine representative of three civilizations
—the Filipino, the Spanish, and the American, a champion of everything
that is ours, a valued protector of our cultural treasures, a polyglot, a fu-
ture ambassador of a nascent republic in the’ East, a profound student of
our past, an alumnus—summa cum laude, of the School of Foreign Service
and of the Faculty of Philosophy and Letters of this University.—Edifor.)

WE ARE met on one of those rare occasions when conflict-
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ing concepts unite to constitute the essence of truth, and when
contradiction in terms best describes a fact. For today, we both
commemorate and inaugurate. In regard to the same institu-
tion, we mark the end of an epoch and we commence a new
one. The Museum of Natural History of this venerable Uni-
versity of Sto. Tomas was founded in the early part of the se-
venteenth century and for three hundred years reposed in the
musty corridors of the old university buildings; and yet, this
morning, we inaugurate it anew in these modern quarters with
their environments of youth, life and progress.

But the purpose of this institution, its spirit and its ob-
jectives, remain the same, despite the changing background and
circumstance. This ancient Museum which today we rededi-
cate is not a mere depository of objects more or less interest-
ing, nor a meaningless collection of more or less valuable ar-
ticles or dead junk gathered by pickers up of rarities and tri-
fles; it is not a mere curiosity shop. It has a history, a soul
so to speak and a mission; and these shall project themselves
far into the future. For three centuries it has performed a
notable function in the scientific education of the Filipino youth.
From the earliest days, through the times of Father José Bur-
gos, and later of Dr. José Rizal and General Antonio Luna,
Anacleto del Rosario and Leén Ma. Guerrero, and other great
Filipinos of the past and of the present, like President Manuel
L. Quezon and Vice-President Sergio Osmefia, who in their
youth were students of this University, the museum has been
a place of study and scientific research. Its history is, there-
fore, though unobstrusively, an integral part of the History of
the Nation.

As important as the museum’s actual contribution to scien-
tific progress in the Philippines, is the spirit of its founders
and of the men who in the course of its existence took such ex-
cellent and loving care thereof, and made it grow in extent
and usefulness, the carry on its work, and keep up its tradi-
tions. We read in today’s printed program the following: “It
is regretted to state that the majority of the early contributors
to this Museum remain anonymous.” But it is not to be re-
gretted. Rather should it be a cause of deep satisfaction, for
it reveals that this museum was not dedicated to the vanity
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of men, but was since the beginning a pure offering to science
and learning, made by pioneers who, oblivious of self, forgot
to record their own names, and were bent only on the realiza-
tion of their noble aims. Founders of institutions of this kind
usually have their names engraved on bronze or marble. We
do not know who founded this museum, except that they were
members of the Dominican Order, which itself is, for the sake
of God, pledged to the unselfish service of humanity. It was
only in recent times that, due to the necessity of determining
responsibility and authority for modern scientific investigation,
there has been kept a record of those who wrote books or com-
piled data on this museum. We have, for example, the name
of Monseigneur Ramon Martinez Vigil, Bishop of Oviedo who
wrote a book on natural history, largely based on the contents
of this museum. We have the published work of one of its
greatest directors, Rev. Dr. Fray Casto de Elera, O.P., con-
sisting of three volumes entitled, “Catalogo Sistematico de toda
la Fauna Filipina”, which gave him a world-wide reputation.
His successor, Rev. Fr. Florencio Llanos, O.P., edited in 1915
Father Casto de Elera’s “Contribuciéon a la Fauna Filipina”.
And Father Manuel Garcia Fidalgo finished before he died a

few years ago, a new catalogue that included the ethnological
exhibits.

The public little realizes the immense value of this great
collection of scientific specimens, gathered throughout the cen-
turies, from all parts of the world by the numerous Catholic
Missions, convents and colleges of the Dominican Order in the
Philippines, in China, Japan, Indo-China, Malay Peninsula,
India, Burma, the Dutch East Indies, Celebes and Australia; as
well as in Europe, America and Africa. Exhibits from this
museum sent to International Expositions have won merited
distinction, as at the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia in
1876, where a gold medal and a diploma were awarded to the
Colegio de Sto. Tomas, which was at one time the name of this
University. And, indeed, the best among national museums
would be proud to possess the specimens that are found here,
some of which have no duplicates elsewhere. The Catalogue
lists 6,000 objects but I understand that there are several
thousands more that as yet have not been classified and
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mounted. Almost no publicity has been given to these extreme-
ly valuable specimens. Many of the students of the Univer-
sity do not even know that fifteen years ago a German collec-
tor offered P10,000 to buy the very rare specimen, scientifically
known as Morpho Menelaus, in the butterfly collection, but
the offer was turned down by the University authorities for
the reason that mercantilism is not the policy of this institu-
tion of learning. How precious some of the other samples are,
may be appreciated if we consider that foreign museums, uni-
versities and collectors would be quite willing to ‘spend consi-
derable sums of money in order to acquire specimens similar
to some of those you have. There is, for example, the Tarstus
Carbonarius, which is said to be found only in the Philippines.
In the last two years expensive American expeditions were sent
to the wilds of Bohol and Davao to acquire a sample of this
diminutive simiam which to certain scientists, is, correctly or
fancifully, an important link in the study of mammals of the
ligher order. Waell, the University of Sto. Tomas has several
such specimens in its museum. And then, there is the Tragulus
Nigricans or mouse deer, only found in Balabac, south of Pa-
lawan. 1 could go on citing many more, but time does not
permit me; and, besides, the curator or anyone of the expert
personnel of the museum could do it far better than I. However,
it may be added to show how other similar institutions cherish
their treasured possessions, that a famous American Museum,
according to a newspaper item, has placed its sample of the
Bubalus Mindorensis, known to us as the ftamaraw, in a beau-
tifully realistic setting, and describes it as the only museum
specimen of its kind in the world. And yet, you have here two
complete samples, a male and a female, besides a whole skele-
ton for the study of bone structure. All this, many of you
pass by without giving a thought to the immense museological
wealth of this Alma Mater.

But, as I said at the beginning, a new epoch in the his-
tory of your museum is ushered in today. I understand that
many modern features are to be introduced. The principal
specimens are to be set up with a representation of their ha-
bitat, like the African lion that one can appropriately admire
in a fitting background yonder. And, further back, is the
mural of a cross section of the ocean, portraying the animal
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and plant life of the sea. Beside the scientific name of each
object or specimen, a brief but instructive legend would be
placed. And, eventually, it may be expected that still ampler
and better lighted quarters will be provided to this expanding
and prominent university institution, which will undoubtedly in
due course of time include other departments of science, his-
tory and arts, of which this university is already so richly pos-
sessed, until it shall have in the fullest way possible, accom-
plished the purpose of a true museum, which its founders un-
doubtedly had in mind, not only dedicated to the advancement
and dissemination, but also to the practical utilization, of
science and learning.

There is the erroneous, but unfortunately current, notion
that a museum is just a collection of curiosities, which passing
crowds may momentarily admire, much like the side shows of
freaks in a fair, and immediately forget in the rush of present
day realities. There is the other misconception that museology
is just a hoarding up of rare objects for connoisseurs to gaze
at in rapt but futile contemplation. It is true that a museum
may have curiosities that interest the popular fancy, and rari-
ties that are the intellectual delight of antiquarians and other
specialists. But a museum should be something more than this.
It should be an adequate place for serious study, and a specially
equipped laboratory ; it should be an interesting subject for, and
an effective aid to, scientific and cultural research; it should
give worthwhile instruction to the public, as well as inspire and
foment creative work among students and specialists; it should
afford positive contribution to science and culture, expressing
itself not only in terms of purely intellectual advancement and
delectation ; but also by discoveries and inventions useful to in-
dustry and commerce and to the material well-being of the peo-
ple. It should combine erudition with utilitarianism, thus tru-
ly and amply subserving the welfare of mankind. Strangely
enough, this concept of a museum, which may sound extreme-
ly modern, is really ancient. For Museum was the name of
that famous institution founded and equipped by Ptolemy 1 at
Alexandria in the year 307 before the Christian Era, a veritable
Temple of the Muses dedicated to literary and scientific studies
of the highest order. Let the University of Sto. Tomas lead
once again, in this revival of the concept and mission of the true
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museum, which it has already so auspiciously commenced to
typify.

Upon the blessing and rededication of the Museum of Na-
tural History, I wish to express my sincere congratulations for
this new milestone of progress, to the University of Sto. Tomas
and to the members of its faculty, particularly to the Very Rev.
Fr. Silvestre Sancho, Rector Magnificus, whose exceptional in-
telligence, vigorous initiative and high executive ability would
have made him a towering success in almost any walk of life.
His choice of the new Director of the Museum has been a most
happy one, in the person of Doctor José P. Bantug, the first
layman to occupy this responsible position ; eminent scientist and
antiquarian, whose valuable researches in Philippine history
have deserved for him an appointment by the President of the
Philippines to the select membership of the National Committee
of Historical Markers. A word must also be said of the unas-
suming but important work of the museum personnel under the
direct supervision of Professor Felix S. Manipol. Much of the
success and usefulness of a museum depends on work such as
theirs: proper arrangement, labelling, catalogueing and index-
ing ; preparation of guidebooks, and rendering expert aid to stu-
dents and researchers. In concluding, let us do honor to the
memory of those who long ago founded this museum, and of
those who contributed to make it what it is today: a great ins-
titution consecrated to the cause of science and progress. To
any one of them may we apply the felicitous and significant ins-
cription on yonder memorial tablet dedicated to Father Casto
de Elera: In silentio et spe fuit fortitudo ejus, in laboribus
vlurimis certavit et vicit; mon sibi soli laboravit; docwit multos
et manus lassas roboravit. Memoria ejus 1 benedictione erit!
And, indeed, in silence and hope they patiently labored, not for
themselves but for others; to whom they imparted knowledge
and intellectual vigor. Courageously they struggled against nu-
merous difficulties: and success gloriously crowned their efforts.

Blessed be their memory forever!

—BENITO SOLIVEN B.S.F.S., D.C.L.

———000——
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FINE ARTS

A (Cases of (Cultural “Patriotism.,

PAINTING is not the only art, and there are a number of
people who would not even grant that it is the highest or purest
of the fine arts, reserving this distinction either for music or
for poetry. But in English at least, the word ‘art’ is in some
special way linked with painting, and it is merely accepting
a fact to use the word in this acceptation. Besides, much of
what is said of painting applies to the other arts as well.

In the Philippines, then, it is generally said that the public
is a lover of art and beauty, although it is no less generally
known that artists—in both senses of the word—rarely succeed
in making both ends meet. What is the answer to this riddle?

In a conversation with a young artist—in the narrow sense
—1 became aware of two significant things: first, that there
are Filipinos who have not only finished the course given in
the School of Fine Arts, but who have such an intelligent in-
terest in their art that reading on their own, they have picked
up a very decent idea of the evolution of painting throughout
the centuries; and, second, that most of the so-called educated
public who look at paintings do not notice the obvious artistic
merits of the canvas before them. That Philistine sentiment—
‘I don’t know anything about art but I know what I want'—
that received such a snorter from Whistler (‘So does a cow Y
seems to be their notion of criticism.
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In such an atmosphere, it is no wonder the art of painting

languishes in our midst. A very few of the best-known painters
are well enumerated: the rest are in as poor a case as teachers
or manual workers—sometimes worse oif.
Evidently, the great artistic need of our country is to raise
the level of the public appreciation of art. And this can be
done, not only by introducing the subject into every course of
liberal education, but more directly through the exhibitions of
the more intelligent local artists themselves.

If every painter’s exhibition would adopt two little inno-
vations, I believe a great deal will have been done towards ad-
vancing the cause of intelligent artistic appreciation.

It has been a practice of some standing in the eminently
successful recitals of St. Scholastica’s College, that there should
be a brief explanation of each piece in the programme, great-
ly aiding the audience to enter into the spirit of the perfor-
mance. Thus prepared, the audience goes half way to meet
tne artist.

Why may not the same thing be done with paintings? A
brief explanation written on a card and tucked into a corner
of each canvas. If such a practice would be obnoxious in Eu-
rope, and particularly, in Paris, where the mass of spectators
are accustomed to masterpieces and where art talk and art
criticism are in the very air, circumstances are altogether dif-
ferent in the Philippines, and false pride should not be allowed
to stand in the way of light.

Secondly, each day, say at five-thirty in the afternoon, let
the exhibiting artist give a lecture to the public, on the fine
points—or the points he’d like to call the spectators’ attention
to—of some painting on exhibit: let him explain a different
painting each day, so that the public would have an incentive
to come daily.

I believe that if the public responds, this practice would
not only make for greater understanding of local artists, but
also for the increase of one’s own appreciation and relish of
fine painting.

It would be a labour of cultural patriotism. It would ad-
vance some of the finer aspects of civilisation in the Philippines.

—ANTONIO ESTRADA, A.B., LL.M.
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SOCIOLOGY

The Art of Suffering

IS THERE an art of suffering? There must be; for suffer-
ing calls the will into play, and elicits human actions, and
wherever there are several ways of doing a thing, one way
must be better than the others. Man has characteristically
adopted several attitudes towards suffering: some times shun-
ing it at any price, at other times boldly going up to it and
denying its might, and so forth. Which is the attitude in ac-
cordance with man’s nature and his end, with man such as he is?
What, in fine, is the reasonable attitude towards suffering?

We shall avoid a deal of verbiage and say outright that
the only real solution of the practical aspect of the problem
of suffering, is to be found in religion alone. Unless we take the
end of man (such as it is) into account, we shall be only beat-
ing the air.

What, then, i1s religion? The usual definition is that it is
the bond of union between God and man, but our divine Lord
summed it all up — dogma, moral, and worship — in one word :
Love.

37. Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with thy
whole heart, and with thy whole soul, and with thy
whole mind.
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39. Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

40. On these two commandments dependeth the
whole law and the prophets. (Matt. xxir).

Let us meditate, says the unknown author of the Interior
Life, upon the infinite depth of the commandment which is the
oreatest and first commandment '(Matt. xxii, 38).

Thou shalt love — this is the central act of life.
Love 1s the highest expression, the last word of my
possibilities. When I love, I comcentrate and sum up
my whole being in my love, I give myself wholly to the
service of him whom I love.

Whom shalt thow love? — The Lord thy God; thou
shalt love Him alone. Why? — Because He is thy Sa-
viour and thy God, which means thy Master and thy
all. Thou shalt love Him for His own sake, because
He 1s Himself.

How shalt thou love Him? ... ex toto, with thy
whole self. Thou shalt gather up, thou shalt unite the
whole of thy being in love. Thow shalt love with thy
whole self, says the Lord; and when God soys ‘all,
He means all. It is the totality of my faculties and of
their acts, that is to say, of my lLife, unified m love
With thy whole mind: there is knowledge, sight, truth;
with thy whole heart: there is love and charity, in the
proper sense of the words; with thy whole soul and
with thy whole strength: there is action, seeking, li-

berty.

And the commandment does not attribute love to
all the powers, for only the heart loves; but all the
the powers to love; for all acts must meet and be
bound together in love to compose the one disposition,
the general and living resultant, which s piety. Thus
it is that in the commandment ‘thou shalt love’ is the
great law which sums up all laws, the great duty which

sums up all duties. (P. 49).

If love be the bond of union between God and man, and
we are bound to love God with all our being, does God love us?
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In Keon’s famous novle, Dion and the Sibyls, the brilliant
young Greek philosopher argues it out, and the gist of his
reasoning is this: love draws the lover to the beloved; hate
turng away from, or destroys, its object. If God, Who knows
all things and can do all things, hated us, why then did He bring
us into existence? Would not hate have prompted Him to leave
us uncreated? Therefore, love alone can explain the act of
creation. And the Holy Ghost says that ‘God is Love.

Let us contemplate the picture of an expectant Christian
mother. Long before her baby comes, she is conscious of his
existence all the time; she feels him and is happy in the thought
of him. We fancy that now and then she stops at her work,
smiles by herself, and, greeting him (as it were) says within
ierself, ‘Darling, I love you!

And when she feels him in her bosom, she says, ‘Yes, sweet,
I am listening? |

At other times she wants to know, ‘Darling, are you there?’

Again, with loving impatience, she tells him, ‘Come soon,
little one, 1 do so long to see you.’

Meanwhile, she plies the needle industriously, and stores
up a wealth of dainty things for his layette — the very dain-
tiest she can afford. The days of waiting are busy with shop-
ping, planning, preparing — tiny shoes, caps, cloaks, bedclothes,
linen — everything so tiny! It is this festive spirit that makes
the Nursery the only sunny place in a Hospital. What a gor-
geous array of diminutive clothing and pretty baskets and lit-
tle beds! It is everywhere love seeking expression.

And now we think of the welcome God prepared for man
from all eternity.

Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love.
(Jer. 2xxr, S).

Let us tell over once more the immediate preparations of di-
vine Love for the coming of man, and, looking around us, try
to realise their profound significance.

In the beginning God created heaven and earth.

And the earth was void and empty, and darkness

was upon the face of the deep; and the spirit of God
moved over the waters. .
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And God said: Let there be light. And there was
Light.

And God saw the light that it was good; and He
dwided the light from the darkness.

And He called the light Day, and the darkness
Night; and there was evening and morning one day.

And God said: Let there be a firmament made
amadst the waters: and let it divide the waters from
the waters.

And God made a firmament, and divided the wa-
ters that were under the firmament, from those that
were above the firmament, and it was so.

And God called the firmament, Heaven; and the
evenang and morning were the second day.

God also said: Let the waters that are under the
heaven be gathered together into one place: and let the
dry land appear. And it was so done.

And God called the dry land, Earth; and the ga-
thering together of the waters, He called Seas. And

God saw that it was good.

And He said: Let the earth bring forth the green
herb, and such as may seed, and the fruit tree yielding
fruit after its kind, which may have seed in itself upon
the earth. And it was so done.

And the earth brought forth the greem herb, and
such as yieldeth seed according to its kind, and the tree
that beareth fruit, having seed each ome according to
its kind. And God saw that it was good.

And the evening and the morning were the third
day.
And God said: Let there be lights made in the fir-

mament of heaven, to divide the day and the night, and
let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days

and years:

To .shine in the firmament of heaven, and to give
light upon the earth. Amnd it was so done.
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And God made two great lights: a greater light

to rule the day; and a lesser light to rule the night: and
the stars.

And He set them in the firmament of heaven to
shine upon the earth.

And to rule the day and the night, and to divide
the light and the darkness. And God saw that it was
good.

And the evening and morning were the fourth day.

God also said: Let the waters bring forth the
creeping creature having life, and the fowl that may fly
over the earth under the firmament of heaven.

And God created the great whales, and every living
and moving creatures, which the waters brought forth,
according to thewr kinds, and every winged fowl accord-
img to its kind. And God saw that it was good.

And He blessed them, saying: Increase and mul-

tiply, and fill the waters of the sea: and let the birds
be multiplied upon the earth.

And the evening and morning were the fifth day.

And God said: Let the earth bring forth the living
creature in its kind, cattle and creeping things, and
beasts of the earth, according to their kinds. And it
was so done.

And God made the beasts of the earth according
to thewr kinds, and cattle, and every thing that cree-
peth on the earth after its kind. And God saw that
it was good. (Gen. i, 1-25).

After having prepared the whole world for man, God
brought him into being, and set him over the rest of creation.

And He said: Let us make man to our image
and likeness: and let him have dominion over the

fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the air, and the
beasts, and the whole earth, and every creeping crea-
ture that moveth upon the earth.
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And God created man to His own image: to the
image of God He created him: male and female He
created them.

And God blessed them, saying: Increase and mul-
tiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it, and rule over
the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the air, and all
living creatures that move upon the earth.

And God said: Behold I have given you every
herb bearing seed upon the earth, and all trees that
have in themselves seed of their own kind, to be your
meat :

And to all beasts of the earth, and to every fowl
of the air, and to all that move upon the earth, and
wherein there is life, that they may have to feed wupon.
And it was so done.

Finally, we read that the place where God set Adam was a
paradise of pleasure. Did not God love man?

And yet, even this is not to be compared with that other
Faradise that awaits us all after death, if we have glorified God
by our life; we shall have a Paradise of Happiness.

They shall be inebriated with the plenty of Thy
house; and Thou shalt make them drink of the torrent
of Thy pleasure. (Ps. xxxv, 9).

And again we call up St. Paul’s memorable words, after he
had been granted a glimpse of the beatific vision, while yet
in the flesh:

Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it
entered into the heart of man, what things God hath
prepared for them that love Him. (I Cor. ii, 9).

Religion, then, is love — the true, deep, whole-hearted love
of God. Love, alone, can give us the right attitude towards
suffering. But what is the quality of love? Thomas a Kempis
has written nobly on the subject, and the following words from
chapter V of the Fourth Book of the Imitation, have often

been quoted :
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Love is a great thing, yea, a great good,; alone, il
maies every burden.light: and bears evenly all that

18 uneven. For ... it makes all bitterness sweet and
palatable.

The noble love of Jesus impels to great deeds: and
arouses a constant desire for greater perfection. Love

longs to soar: and will not be held down by things that
are low.

The lover flies, runs, and rejoices: he is free and
cannot be held. He gives all for all: and has all in
all; because he rests in One Highest above all things:
from whom all good flows and proceeds. He regards

not the gifts: but turns himself above all goods to the
Gver.,

Love often knows no measure: but is fervent be-
yond all measure. Love feels mo burden: counts no

pains, exerts itself beyond its stremgth; talks mot of
impossibility.

Love s watchful, and sleeping, slumbers not;
though weary, it s not tired; though hampered, is not
hampered; though alarmed, is mot affrighted: but as
a hwely flame and burning torch it forces its way up-
wards and serenely passes through. If any man love:
he knows what is the cry of this voice. A loud cry in
the ears of God: is the glowing affection of a soul,
which saith, ‘My God, my Love: Thow art all mine,
and I am all Thine.

Love s swift, sincere, dutiful, pleasant and de-
Lightful, brave, patient, faithful, prudent, long-suffer-
g, manly: and never seeking itself.

Love 1s wary, humble, and upright;... to itself,
mean and despised, to God devout and thankful;
trusting and hoping always in Him, even when God is
not sweet unto it: for, without sorrow there is no liv-
g in love.

He that is not ready to suffer all and to resign
himself to the will of the Beloved: is not worthy to be
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called a lover. A lover must welcome all hardship and
bitterness for the sake of the Beloved: and mot be
turned away from Him by any rebuffs that may
befall.

These elogquent lines say all there is to be said; but we
shall illustrate one or two points that have a special bearing
on our subject.

Let us briefly recall the marriage feast at Cana. Jesus,
having been invited to a wedding feast with His disciples, went
thither; His Mother, also, was there. After some time, the
wine ran out, and Mary, knowing the power of her Son, whis-
pered in His ear, “They have no wine.” Jesus answered, ‘Wo-
man, what is that to Me and to thee? My hour is not yet
come.’

Apparently, these are words of reproof, and somewhat dis-
respectful. But Mary, all patience and trust and understanding,
went to the waiters and said, “‘Whatsoever He shall say to you,
do ye.” We all know the outcome of the incident.

We have already touched upon the death of Lazarus. Let
us return to it to see whether we may not learn from it some-
thing about true love.

From Bethania, Martha and Mary had sent urgent message
to our Lord, asking Him to come over, for Lazarus, their bro-
ther, lay grievously ill. But Jesus sent no answer, and did not
come at once. When He visited them at last, Lazarus had been
dead and buried four days.

Far from resenting His silence and delay, when Jesus did
finally come, Martha no sooner heard of it than she went out
to meet Him. In the midst of her sorrow, her greeting was full
of tender confidence and affectionate trust — ‘Lord, if Thou
hadst been here, my brother had not died. But now also, I
know that whatsoever Thou wilt ask of God, God will give it
Thee.’

Then, hastening to tell her sister of our Lord’s arrival, had
her go out, too, and greet Him.

This meeting was even more touching. The same loving
confidence and resignation, the same humility marked her de-
meanour, as she pronounced the very words her sister had used.
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But she threw herself at His feet, and sobbed out, ‘Lord, if
Thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.’
And Lazarus was restored to life.

TRUE love knows no human respect, and thinks nothing of
giving up the most precious possessions. Mary Magdalen was
a great example of this. Archbishop Goodier says memorably
of her unconscious quest and profound love of our Lord, ‘And
when she had found Him, nothing else mattered.” Her rarest
possessions were as nothing, when they served Him.

We are told that six days before the Pasch, when He was
to undergo His Passion, our Lord went to Bethania, where Mary,
Martha, and Lazarus lived, and dined with them. Lazarus sat
at table with his guests, ond Martha served. But Mary, losing
no opportunity to humble herself and show her love for Christ,
procured a costly perfume, and in the sight of all the guests,
washed the feet of Jesus, and wiped them with her hair.

Mary therefore took a pound of ointment of right
spikenard, of great price, and anointed the feet of
Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hawr. And
the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.
(John Xxii, 53).

This, indeed, is the love that casteth out fear. Suffering
loses all its terrors, for true love (as Kempis says) welcomes
hardship and bitterness for the sake of the beloved. And any-
thing 1s sweet that comes from the hands of love.

But since we all know that suffering, like death, must in-
evitably come to us, we ought to school ourselves to meet it.
Common sense and science have shown us the force of habit,
and how what is at first irksome and seem intolerable, may by
constant repetition become bearable. It is even so with suf-
fering, and this holds good of both pain and mental distress.

If we would bear necessary suffering without giving way
beneath the strain, we must often voluntarily assume burdens
we do not have to bear. We read in the life of Houdini how
by patient daily training he was able to inure his body to shocks
and ordeals that would kill an ordinary untrained person. By
taking daily baths in ice water, and gradually lowering the
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temperature, he was able at last to jump handcuffed into a
frozen river in the height of winter, and remain in the water
till he had undone the manacles. Similarly, by slowly accusto-
ming himself to do with a limited supply of air for some time,
he was at last able to have himself locked in an air-tight coffin,
and buried in six feet of earth for over an hour. An untrained
person would have died of suffocation, or at least suffered un-
speakably. This is a good lesson upon the value, nay, the ne-
cessity of mortification.

But what of mental distress? ‘A sober mind,’ says Car-
dinal Newman, ‘never drains God’s blessing to the full; it draws
back and refuses a portion, even if nothing be gained by it,
but an evidence of its own sincerity.” Surely all mental suffering
comes from self-will — or, as St. Augustine says above, a con-
flict of wills: the vain struggle of the human will against the
Divine — and this is the very thing struck at in every act of
self-denial.

How, then, are we to practice mortification? Opportunities
come to us by the hundred every day: a long-awaited letter
comes at last, and we are bursting to tear it open and devour
its contents—we may put off reading it until we have finished
what we are doing. We do not like the food set before us, and
we feel like showing our distaste—we may preserve an unrui-
fled exterior, and complain of it calmly, if at all. A clever re-
mark occurs to us — we may give someone else the opportunity
to deliver it: an opening presents itself to use it as a retort —
we may pass it by. A coxcomb annoys us with his garrulity
or brag — we may check the impulse to put him down with
irony or chill him with curtness. Someone asks for the loan
of a precious belonging, say, a rare book, a carefully cherished
fountain pen, a favourite painting brush — we may either give

it without too many conditions, or refuse it kindly. Another

passes off a bon mot of ours without acknowledging the author-
ship, or acts as if he had done something that we have taken
pains to do ourselves — we may, by way of mortification, say
nothing about it. We are going out, and have plenty of time
on our hands — we may walk part of the way, instead of ri-
ding. We see a disagreeable person coming — we may walk
straight on to meet him, and salute him, instead of turning
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aside, or looking off. We violently disagree with a collocutor —
we may keep our reproach and opinion to ourselves.

Sometimes we are blamed in small, as well as big, things
for something we have not done. The Little Flower tells of
an experience in her Awutobiography and describes the effort
she made not to excuse herself.

It happened that a« small jar which had been left
by a window was found broken. Believing that I was
the culprit, our Nowvice Mistress reproached me for
leaving it about, adding that I was most untidy and
must be more careful in the future. She seemed dis-
pleased, so wrthout saying a word in self-defence I
kissed the ground and promised to be more orderly.
I was so little advanced in perfection that even trifles
lilte these cost me dear, as I have said, and I found it
necessary to console myself with the thought that all
would come to light on the day of judgment. (Ch. vii.)

If we train ourselves constantly by means of mortification
in little things, as was the little way of the Little Flower, then,
when the hour of tribulation comes, it will not find us unpre-
pared. Another thing we can do by way of preparing for the
onset of pain, is to plan out a line of conduct for the occasion,
and carry out this plan by means of resolutions; for we must
not rely too much upon our presence of mind when the emer-
gency is upon us. Such resolutions are useful for they shall
guide us like lamp posts in the darkness of the confusion of
suffering. DBut there is a danger in making too many resolu-
tions: we are liable to be overwhelmed by them, or forget them,
or mix them up. Therefore, these resolutions should be funda-
mental but as clear, simple, and workable as possible.

So much for the remote or general preparation. Having
trained ourselves to bear pain unflinchingly, and got up, as
it were, a plan of battle through which we have been drilled by
appropriate resolutions, what are we to do when the enemy is
before us?

In the first place, there is need of calm. Agitation of any
sort means that the irrational blind and irresponsible part of
us, has got out of hand, and is running away with us. In this

306 | UNET &°8

D 2018




state we can neither see things as they are, nor apply the pro-
per remedies unerringly. And we say that there is great need
of calm, because the first thing to do is to look at at the im-
pending trial full in the face, to see whether it may be avoided
or diverted, or not. Upon this much depends, and therefore St.
Francis Sales, with his usual delicate penetration, declares that
‘Next to sin, restlessness is the greatest evil that can befall the
soul.’

In the ordinary occupations of the world we can see what
havoc perturbation causes. An excited lawyer plays (without
knowing or wishing it) into his adversary’s hands; a nervous
surgeon is a peril to the patient; stage fright is the death of
the orator. In all walks of life, whenever there is anything im-
portant to be done, tranquillity is required for deliberate suc-
cess. Is it for nothing that (as St. Thomas points out) every-
thing about us, both moral and civil government, works together
to promote that interior and exterior peace that is necessary to
man’s highest activity—intellectual contemplation ?

At the first onset of suffering, then, we are to preserve
our self-possession and decide whether there is any way of
getting rid of the trouble. If there is, either by taking some
therapeutic measure, or by taking our mind off the trouble,
or by applying any of the natural lenitives we should apply them
at once — for, the laws of nature are as truly expressions of
God’s will, as the moral law. And, if having the remedy at
hand, we refuse to apply it, that mus be due either to a super-
natural motive, e.g., to suffer with our Lord, or to sloth or some
other natural vice. In either case, we have no motive for com-
plaint.

Of course, afflictions may also be considerably mitigated
or removed altogether by supernatural means. Extreme Unc-

tion often produces a marked alleviation in the person receiving
1t. We ought certainly to pray, whatever the nature of the af-
fiiction, and receive it with faith and trust and confidence in
the love of God, and He does not forbid us to pray for the pas-
sing away of the trial. In our prayer, though, whether for con-
solation or escape from the trial, we are to understand (what
1s really a condition of every prayer of impetration) that we

ask for it only if it is for our real good — which God alone
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knows — and it pleases Him to give it to us. If our prayer be
denied or remain unheeded, we should accept the result with
submission and love, for ‘God knows best’. But if we ask not
amiss, our prayer will surely be answered, for our Lord Himself
has made the promise.

A And I say to you, Ask, and it shall be given you:
seek, and you shall find: knock, and it shall be opened
to you.

For every one that asketh, receiveth; and he that
seeketh, findeth; and to him that knocketh, it shall be
opened.

And which of you, if he ask his father bread, will
he give him a stone? or a fish, will he for a fish give
him a serpent?

Or if he shall ask an egg, will he reach him a scor-
DIOR ¢

If you, then, being evil, know how to give good
gifts to your children, how much more will your Fa-
ther from Heaven give the good Spirit to them that
ask Him? (Luke x1, 9-13).

Another mode of asking God to avert an impending evil,
or to remove a present one, and a most efficacious means of
appealing to His mercy, is fasting and other acts of self-in-
flicted penance.

Now when all these things shall be come wupon
thee, the blessing or the curse, which I have set forth
before thee, and thou shalt be touched with repentance
of thy heart among all the nations, into which the Lord
thy God shall have scattered thee,

And shalt return to Him, and obey His command-
ments, as I command thee this day, thou and thy child-
ren, with all thy heart, and with all thy soul:

The Lord thy God will bring back agawn thy cop-
tivity, and will have mercy on thee, and gather thee
again out of all the mations, into which He scatiered

thee before.
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If thow be driven as far as the poles of heaven,
the Lord thy God will fetch thee back from thence,

And will take thee to Himself, and bring thee into
the land which thy fathers possessed, and thow shalt
possess it and blessing thee, He will make thee more
numerous than were thy fathers. (Deut. xxx, 1-5).

In the lives of holy men and women, we read of great favours
obtained from God by means of such acts of abnegation—dying
members of the family saved, wayward husband and sons con-
verted, disgrace averted, losses recouped, and so forth. And
even in our day there is no more touching sight than that of
a mother wearing coarse brown (or black) clothing, abstaining
from the pleasures of the theatre and the cinema, avoiding so-
cial gatherings, table delicacies, like ice cream or sweets, for
whole months or years, or even for a lifetime, in fulfillment of
a vow taken for the salvation of a child wavering between life
and death. The child has long since recovered, and is well and
happy, and the mother completes her life of atonement.

Besides praying and offering up ascetical practices to avert
the peril or remove the ill, we ought to do our part manfully in
bearing it in the meantime. Ordinary knowledge of human na-
tare shows us that to mope and dwell upon the source of the
trouble, darkening the anticipation and exaggerating the ill, on-
ly saps our strength. Similarly, in the midst of the affliction
there are people who take a perverse pleasure in savouring their
sorrows, tasting the full bitterness of their misery, and luxuriat-
ing—wallowing, as it were—in the depths of their affliction.
These things are to be absolutely avoided: there is no good in
them. They unnerve the soul, and lay it open to despair.

On the contrary, we should use every means at our com-
mand to distract ourselves from our sorrow. Here is where we
can legitimately give ourselves over to the charm of social inter-
course and the solace of friends and favourite occupations.

All these things may be done, and constitute the right way
to meet suffering, when it is of such a sort as admits of avoid-
ance. But there are other afflictions that must be borne, be-
cause although they may be foreseen, they simply cannot be
avoided. How are these to be faced? Clearly, they are to be
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accepted as inevitable, without repining. But is this all? Cer-
tainly not! For do not also the heathens do this?

What is wanted is Christian resignation in the full and
worthy sense of the phrase. We ought to remember that we
are Christians, that is, lovers of Christ, lovers of God. If we
know our Friend we will trust Him and understand that He
from Whose divine Hands all things proceed, does not will any-
thing but our good. And if we in our littleness and ignorance
cannot see how good can come of it, God knows best! Let us
recall the wonderful words of the Imitation,

Love feels mo burden: counts mo pains, exerts
itself beyond its strength; talks mot of impossibility.

Yes! love is generous beyond measure. And here we may
learn a lesson of largeness from a monarch who was no saint.
It was Louis XV of France who declared at the Treaty of Aix-
la-Chapelle in 1748, which ended the War of the Austrian Suec-
cession, that ‘he would conclude peace, not after the fashion of
a calculating merchant, but with the magnanimity of a king.’
(Webber, A General History of the Christian Era, vol. vi, p.
275)

We, too, ought to give, and give largely, after the fashion
of a king, for are we not Christians, children by adoption of
the King of kings?

Where misfortune is inevitable, then, the thing to do is to
strive with all our might to embrace God’s will with the trust
and generous understanding of love. In order the better to do
this, we have two truly invaluable aids at hand, Penance and
Holy Eucharist, which bring us very close to God, and there-
fore help us to love His ways.

If we need consolation, we may pray for it directly, and
find it in the Haven of Hope.

Two orphans, who were living with their mother’s rela-
tives, asked a friend who had shown much sympathy with them,
‘Shall we never have a home?

‘Yes, dears,” was the answer, ‘as soon as you grow up just
a little bit more, your father will come and take you. He has
a beautiful home—with servants. It is also your home.’

After that, the little exile of the two children seemed no-

i
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thing; and whenever they saw something that they particularly
liked and did not have, or were denied, they said, “‘When we get
to our father’s home, things will be different.’

And so, they did not cry when their cousins played with
toys they did not have, or displayed some new and pretty clothes,
while the two of them had to wear their old ones, or when they
saw their cousins treated lovingly by their parents, while they
had none to go to. Neither did they much grudge the little
tasks and errands they were given, which interrupted their play,
and they did not feel like doing. ‘It will not be long now.” Di-
vine consolation of hope!

And when the day came for their entrance into the board-
ing school, one of them spoke as if the sun shone brighter than
ever before, the crickets gayer, the birds more numerous on
fence and tree and housetop, twittering merrily—the ground
itself seemed to have brought forth numberless new and fresh
plants overnight. All nature wore a smile. They renewed
their acquaintance with all the plants in the garden, and all the
dumb creatures they could find—birds, chickens, dogs, cats, and
even the swine. And from the bottom of their little hearts
they wished all the happiness in the world to their cousins, the
latter’s parents, and the servants.

Life is an exile, and we must not expect to have all we
want here. Like the little orphans, we must put up with ma-
ny distasteful things, must toil, endure privation, suffer annoy-
ance, and occasionally ache with homesickness. We must be
patient, and moderate our longing to be loved and made much
of ; we must behave and take proper care of ourselves, so that
when our Heavenly Father comes to bring us home, He may
be pleased with us, and we may be able to respond to Him with
a happy welcome and a loving greeting.

Now, aside from remembering these things, and seeing life
as God sees it, which is more than half the task done, there is
a saying ascribed to St. Ignatius, which gives us what remains
of the Art of Suffering. f

‘Pray,’ says this saint by way of summing up the Christian
life in an epigram, ‘as if everything depended on God; and work
as if everything depended on you.’

Work is a thing we all understand, though we may not all
be equally devoted to it. Its praises have been sung with vol-
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canic earnestness by Carlyle, but that is not what we want here.
To plunge in work when adversities fall thick and fast upon us,
18 a natural instinct, and thoroughly sound. It takes the mind
off our misery and gives us (for the time being, at least) some-
thing to keep us going.

But prayer may offer difficulties. For there are times
when the soul calls upon God for tenderness and receives no
response; it searches for His guiding light and finds darkness
everywhere; it offers Him love and prayer, and is conscious of
no acknowledgement, even by way of interior satisfaction: and
~when cruelly ill-treated and frightened by hostility, it runs to
embrace Him for protection, it does not feel the Heavenly Arms
about it, to soothe, rest, and protect, but on the contrary feels
rebuffed and left shivering and alone, helpless and without pro-
tection. And it seems ag if all one’s prayers, good deeds, and
religious practices were utterly without fruit. One prays to
God, and is assailed by a thousand distractions.

My words fly up, my thoughts remain below :
Words without thoughts never to Heaven go.

One attempts devotion and is so cold, that even in church
one drowses over one’s prayers during Mass. One tries to be
good, and fails at almost every attempt. Now, if in this condi-
tion we appeal to God and feel as if we were forsaken by Him—
we should remember that such a thing is impossible. It is sim-
ply incompatible with the nature of God.

The thing to do then is not to be perturbed,

Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be afraid.
(John xiv, 27)

but to continue our efforts and offer up to Him—where for the
moment He hides Himself from us—all our miseries. If we
realise that we sleep in church during Mass, we should try to
remedy 1t by the use of our will, and if in spite of our earnest
efforts we give way, let us bear in mind (as the Little Flower
did) that as parents love their children awake or asleep in their
presence, so God must love us, too, in either condition.

If we fail, let us humble ourselves and offer up our humi-
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ltation to Him, and try to do better. As for distractions, we
should try to avoid them, especially the sinful ones!—but we
can always try to direct our thoughts to the good qualities of
the people we think about, or if not, pray for them. Here,
again, calm is important. If we become excited and desperate
over our distractions, so much the worse for us.

The Little Flower gives the following description of her
personal experience in the matter:

. . . But of a sudden the fog that surrounds me finds
its way into my soul, and so blinds me that I can no
longer see there the lovely picture of my promised
Home . . . it has all faded away.

When my heart, weary of the enveloping darkness,
trics to find some rest and strength in the thought of
an everlasting life to come, my anguish only increases.
It scems to me that the darkness itself, borrowing the
voice of the unbeliever, eries mockingly: ‘You dream
of a land of light and fragrance; you believe that the
Creator of these wonders will be forever yours; you
think to escape one day from the mists in which you
now langwish. Hope on! ... Hope! . .. Look forward
to death! It will give you, not what you hope for, but
a darker wight still, the night of utter mothingness!

This description of what I suffer dear Mother, is
as far removed from reality as the painter’s rough. out-
line from the model he copies, but to write more might
be to blaspheme . . . even now I may have said too
much. May God forgive me! He knows how I try
Live by faith, cven though it affords me no consolation.
I hove made more acts of faith during the past year
than in all the rest of my life. Whencver my eneny
provokes me to combat, I try o behave like a gallant
soldier. Aware that a duel is an act of cowardice, I
turn my back on the foe without once looking him in
the face: then hastening to my Saviowr, I tell Hum thut
I am ready to shed my blood ¢s @ witness to my belief
in Heaven. I tell Him that if He will deign to open it
for eternity to poor unbelievers, I am content to sacri-
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fice during my life all joyous thowghts of the Home
that awaits me.

And so tn spite of this trial which robs me of all
sense of enjoyment, I can still say: ‘Thou hast given
me, O Lord, a delight in Thy doings’ (Ps. @ci, 5). For
18 there a greater joy than to suffer for Thy love, O
my God? The more intense and more hidden the suf-
fering the more dost Thow value it. And even if by
an 1mpossibility Thou shouldst not be aware of my
affliction, I should be still happy to bear it, in the hope
that by my tears I might prevent or atone for one sin
against faith.

You may think that I am exaggerating the night
of my soul. If one judged by the poems I have com-
posed this year, it might seem that I have been inun-
dated with consolation, that I am a child for whom the
verl of Farth 1s almost rent asunder. . . . 'But #t is
not @ veil. . .it is a wall which reaches to the very
heavens, shutting out the starry sky.

When I sing in. my verses of the happiness of Hea-
ven and of the eternal possession of God, I feel no joy,
I sing only of WHAT I WISH TO BELIEVE. Some-
times, I confess, a feeble ray of sunshine penetrates
my dork night and brings me a moment’s relief, but
after it is gone, the remembrance of it, instead of con-
soling me, makes the blackness seem denser still.

And yet I have never experienced more fully the
sweetness and mercy of owr Lord. He did not send
this heavy cross when it would, I believe, have dis-
couraged me, but chose a time when I was able to bear
it. Now it does no more than deprive me of all natur-
al satisfaction in longing for Heaven. (ST. THERESA
OF LISIEUX, THE LITTLE FLOWER, from the re-
vised translation of the definitive Carmelite edition of
her Autobiography, by the Rev. Thomas N. Taylor).

But the darkness is not forever, and when it lifts at last,
the soul that trusted and clung to God through it all will ask
with Frances Thompson,
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Is my gloom, after all,
Shade of His loving hand outstretched caressingly?

Again, what a stay and consolation it is to the Christian
to know that God, in His loving foresight gave each of us into
the charge of a being far superior to us not only in intelligence
but also in goodness, to keep watch and ward over us, and in
the hour of desolation whisper hope into our ear! Simply and
touchingly has Cardinal Newman written of our Guardian An-
cel :

My oldest friend, mine from the hour
When first I drew my breath;

My faithful friend, that shall be mine
Unfailing, till my death . . .

Thou, wast my sponsor at the font;
And thou, each budding year,

Didst whisper elements of truth
Into my childish ear.

And when, ere boyhood yet was gone,
My rebel spirit fell,

Ah!.... thou didst see, and shudder too,
Yet bear each deed of Hell.

And then in turn, when judgment came,
And scared me back again,

Thy quick soft breath was near to soothe
And hallow every pain.

And as nothing is too little for Love’s keen eye, the blessed
Mother of God has given us the Rosary, over which many a
orief has melted away, as the weary fingers told over bead aft-
er bead. And Fr. Ryan has told us his own heart’s experience,
in words that find an echo in every simple, trusting, loving soul:

Sweet, blessed beads! I would not part
With one of you for richest gem
That gleams in kingly diadem;

Ye know the history of my heart.

For 1 have told you every grief
In all the days of twenty years,
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And I have moistened you with tears,
And in your decades found relief.

Ah! time has fled, and friends have failed
And joys have died; but in my needs
Ye were my friends, my blessed beads!
And ye consoled me when I wailed.

For many and many a time, in grief,
My weary fingers wandered round
Thy circled chain, and always found

In some Hail Mary sweet relief.

How many a story you might tell
Of inner life, to all unknown;
I trusted you and you alone

But ah! ye keep my secrets well.

Ye are the only chain I wear—
A sign that I am but the slave,
In life, in death, beyond the grave,
Of Jesus and His Mother fair.

LA I
Summary of the Method of Suffering

Love, we have said all along, is the one solution to the pro-
blem of suffering. Love finds expression in a thousand ways,
but which is the purest form of this expression? ‘The words
of the Our Father,’ says Christopher Hollis in his Life of St.
Ignatius, ‘Thy will be done, are the most perfect expression of
love.’

The wisest method of suffering is undoubtedly that taught
us by God Himself in the life, and especially the passion, of our
blessed Saviour. For He is our model, and our WAY.

At the very outset of His passion, our divine Lord made
that act of perfect love, when, foreseeing all the suffering He
was about to undergo, nature almost gave way beneath the
strain. |

And He saith: Abba (Father), all things are
possible to thee: remove this chalice from Me; but

not what I will, but what Thou wilt. (Mark xiv, 36)

When the mob and the soldiers came to apprehend Him,
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He was perfectly calm. He voluntarily surrendered Himself to
His enemies, telling them that it was He Whom they were seek-
ing. '(John xvii, 5) When, in giving the pre-concerted signal
to the soldiers, Judas kissed Him, our Lord deliberately and
gently reproved him saying, ‘Judas, dost thou betray the Son of
man with a kiss? (Luke xxii, 48) With the same quiet self-
possession, He asked the chief priests and magistrates of the
temple,

Are ye come out, as it were against a thief, with
swords and clubs?

- When I was daily with you in the temple, you
did not stretch forth wour hands agqainst me: but this
ts your hour, and the power of darkness. (Luke xxii,
52-53)

When Peter, in a burst of zeal for his Master, drew his sword
and struck off Malchus’s ear, Jesus healed the servant, and took
occasion to teach His impulsive follower one last lesson.

Put up thy sword into the scabbord.
The chalice which my Father hath given
Me, shall I not drink it? (John xviii, 11)

Put up again thy sword into its place:
for all that take the sword shall perish
with the sword.

Thinkest thow that I cannot ask My
Father, and He will give Me presently
more than twelve legions of angels?

How then shall the scriptures be
fulfilled, that so it must be done?
(Matt. xxvi, 52-54)

His self-possession never left Him. Throughout the trial
and condemnation, with all its flagrant iniquity, He bore Him-
self with dignity, patience, and humility. He abstained from
disgraceful resistance and strife with the soldiers and servants.
He would not make Himself the servile instrument of Herod’s
curiosity. He answered His judges simply and directly. At
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the scourging, at the crowining with thorns, and through His
whole Passion, His conduct was instinet with moral courage.

When the cross was given Him to carry, He did not shirk
from it, but, torn and disfigured as He was, manfully took it up
and bore it as far as flesh and blood would allow.

When He fell down, He did not remain on the ground and
refuse to get up, but at once set himself to lift Himself up with
a will. Neither did He round on His executioners for their
heartless impatience in lashing Him as He lay on the ground.

And when He met His Mother, their eyes met, but no word
was spoken: there was no sigh of self-pity, no fresh outburst
of tears, no articulate appeal for sympathy, no hysterical mani-
festation—He looked at her, and went on. :

When Simon of Cyrene helped Him reluctantly with the
cross, He accepted the relief, and uttered no word of bitterness
or reproach for his unwillingness or (bless the mark!) spiteful
pride. He accepted the relief when it came, and availed Him-
self of it by way of preparation for the rest of the way. But
He did not bemoan its tardiness or brevity, or seek and cling to
it for consolation.

When the pious women met Him on the way and mourned
in distress over His piteous condition, He put aside His own suf-
fering, and drew their attention to their own crosses:

Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not over Me; but

weep for yourselves, and for your children. (Luke xxiii,
28 ff).

Gracious thoughtfulness, heroic self-effacement, signal instance
of Love suffering for the sake of men! How little our own en-
durance of affliction is like this! When we are in pain do we
not forget everybody else and speak and act as if nobody mat-
tered but ourselves? We fancy our sorrows are the greatest
there are, and think of nothing but trying to relieve them, and
make others feel and sympathise with our anguish—but we nei-
ther see nor strive to lighten the woes of others.

Jesus fell two more times, and each time He was more and
more spent. But despair had no part in Him.

Nailed to the rood, and lifted up above the jeering insolent
mob, that defied Him to show His power by coming down, what
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was His reply? He sent no dire visitation; He gave way to no
feeling of impatience—He prayed for them and forgave them!

Towards the Father He was all obedience, meekness, confi-
dence, love to the very end, when, in full possession of Himself

- and all His powers, He deliberately gave up the ghost.

w,

Father, into Thy hands I command my spirit.
'{Lu]{e xxjii, 46).

Let us suffer as Christ did, and bear our own Pgssion as
He endured His. It is the only way of suffering worthily, and
keeping our dignity. And in the roll of History we shall see
that only those men and women who, consciously or unconscious-
ly, approached or imitated Christ’s bearing and attitude towards
earthly trials are great souls in Suffering.

—JOSEFA GONZALEZ-ESTRADA, PH.D.
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PHILOSOPHY AND LETTERS

Economic Problem of the
Philippine Commonwealth

(AS REPORTED AND INTERPRETED BY THE NEW YORK
TIMES FROM 1934 TO 1939)

BEFORE discussing the different aspects of the cconomic
problem of the Philippine Commonwealth as reported and in-
terpreted by the New York Times, it is proper to mention the
definite trend of the numerous news stories published by that
newspaper before the establishment of the Commonwealth Go-
vernment. The Wood-Forbes Mission of 1921 and the Thomp-
son Mission of 1926 reported separately that one inescapable
reason why the United States could not withdraw her sovereign-
ty over the Islands was that the Filipinos were economieally
unstable to shoulder the appending responsibilities of an inde-
pendent existence.?

}Thﬂ New York Times, January 19, 1921, p. 8; and December 23, 1926,
pp. 1, 7.

The Wood-Forbes Mission, headed by the later Governor-General Leo-
nard Wood and former Governor-General W. Cameron Forbes, was appointed
by President Warren G. Harding to investigate whether it would be ad-
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Ever since the submission of the reports of those two
economic Missions, the Times has consistently based its news
dispatches on the economic backwardness of the Fiipino people
whenever the question of political independence was brought up
either in Washington, D.C. or in Manila. When a Senate re-
solution was presented early in 1930 providing for another sur-
vey of the political and economic situation of the Islands, the
Times editorially commented, among other things, that “few of
the Fiipino leaders have been willing to face the economic con-
sequences of independence.”? |

In another editorial, this time, anent the Congressional
discussion of a bill which later hecame the Tydings-McDuffie
L.aw, the Times deplored the fact that although the Filipino
leaders had been actively working for the independence of the
[<lands, “the largest and most substantial interests there do not
want immediate independence” because it would ‘“hamper and
restrict Philippine trade with the United States.”? 1n its nu-
merous news dispatches, the Times consistently argued that the
oradual curtailment of the free trade relations between the two
countries would eventually result in economic disasters for the
Philippines.

Five days after the inauguration of the Commonweath Go-
vernment, President Manual Quezon admitted in an exclusive
interview with Sterling Fisher Jr., who was sent by the New
York Times to Manila purposely to cover the inauguration ce-
remonies, that an economic disaster for the Islands was a cer-
tainty ‘unless the economic provisions of the Tydings-McDuffie
Law were accordingly revised. In the interview the President
revealed for the first time an extensive plan for large-scale de-
velopment of new industries, besides the five major export in-
dustries, to meet impending economic difficulties.*

The economic stability of the Philippines at the time of the
Commonwealth inauguration was due to her free trade relations

vantageous for the United States to continue its temure of the Philippines.
~The New York Times, April 16, 1921, p. 10.

The Thompson Mission, headed by Colonel Carmi A. Thompson, was ap-
pointed by President Calvin Coolidge to make a comprehensive survey of
the progress of the Philippines since the Wood-Forbes Mission P’lﬂdﬂ its fact-
finding investigation.—The New York Times, June 20, 1926, VIIL, p. 3.

2 The New York Times, January 18, 1930, p. 26.

¢ \bid, December 30, 1932, p. 16.

¢ Ibid, November 20, 1935, p. 23.

FECONOMIC PROBLEM. .. | | o 221




r\'-
N

with the United States, although it was recognized by the New
York Times that the eventual limitation of her export privileges
would certainly' lead to economic chaos if the “imperfections
and inequalities” of the Tydings-McDuffie Law were not co-
rrected. . ‘

Generally, the New York Times news coverage of the trade
conditions of the Philippines has been devoted to dispatches re-
garding the annual reports of the bureau of insular affairs to
the department of war and the annual reports of the governors-
general and Commonwealth President to the President of the
United States. The Times received these dispatches form the
special ‘correspondents both in Washington and in Manila im-
mediately after the release of the annual reports by the offi-
cials concerned. In most of its economic news stories, the Times
has conveyed one general impression to its readers: that the
Islands would really have suffered economic disasters had it
not been for the United States-Philippine free trade relations.
- For example, in interpreting the 1930 report of the bu-
reau of insular affairs on the economic situation of American
colonies and territories, the TWimes emphasized the fact that
the continued economic stability of the Philippines, inspite of
the business depression, was  directly traceable to the “free
access” of Philippine products ‘“to the enormous American
market.”? ‘ |

‘While the Times has been particularly inclined to give more
space and publicity to persons or group of persons who believed
that the economic provisions of the Independence Law would
certainly bring economic chaos to the Islands, that newspaper
has also been receptive to news items that expressed optimism
on the economic future of the Commonwealth Government. At
this juncture, the Times once carried a news story quoting
Carl W. Lincheid, former president of the Export Managers’
Club of New York to the effect that there should be no reason
for doubts of the success of the economic provisions of the In-
dependence Law because “the manner in which the plan has
been worked out leaves plenty of time for both the United States
and the Philippine Islands to adjust themselves to the change.”

The New York Times persistently believed that the even-

5 lbid, November 25, 1931, p. 37.
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tual loss of export privilege of Philippine products in American
markets would result in an unprecedented decline of its chief
agricultural productions. In a news item, the Times conveyed
a significant note that the decline of industrial productions
would also result in the decrease in importance of the Philip-
pines as a profitable market for American manufactures.®

The elimination of the tariff privileges will eventually
bring serious handicaps to major industries like sugar, coconut,
hemp , tobacco and embroidery. Other minor industries will,
ol course, be correspondingly affected.

In proving this argument, the New York 7T@mes, through
a feature article by special Correspondent Sterling Fisher Jr.,
presented a timely and clear analysis of the eventual consequen-
ces of the economic provisions of the Independence Law, espe-
cially after the transition period. It was “timely” because the
Times carried the article only a few days after President Que-
zon proposed to the Interdepartmental Committee on Philippine
Affairs that the independence date be advanced from 1946 to
1939. It was “clear” because Mr. Fisher utilized a lengthy quot-
ation from the views on the subject by an American business
executive in Manila. This man was Horace B. Pond, president
of the Pacific Commercial Company. After explaining with vital
statistics the close relations between the major Philippine in-
dustries and the American export market and after deploring
the consequent effects of the gradual limitations of the free
trade on the general economic life of the Filipino people, Mr.
Pond concluded his analysis of the.situation with this empha-
tic sentence: “‘The outlook for the Philippines is therefore, as
the law stands, very black.””

In another article, the Times showed that a trade recipro-
cily between the two countries can be worked out in the near
future, stating that the means by which this trade reciprocity
can be obtained are two-fold. One is that the Philippines can
offer a large constantly expanding protective market for Ame-

6 Ibid, October 30, 1938, p. 20.

* Ibid, March 28, 1937, 1V, p. 7.

The first important step toward the eventual correction of the ‘‘imper-
fections and inequalities” of the Independence Law was done by Congress
last June when it enacted the Tydings-Kocialkowski Act, or Philippine Eco-
nomic Readjustment Law, which was overwhelmingly accepted by the Fili-
pino people in a plebiscite held on October 24, 1939. .
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rican manufactured and processed goods: and the other is that
the Philippines can offer the United States strictly non-com-
petitive but essential products which are presently supplied by
countries that offer no outlet to American manufactures or raw
materials.®

The Philippines, which produces about five per cent of the
total world suger production, stands next to Cuba among the
offshore countries in supplying the United States with sugar.
The relative importance of the Philippines as a source of un-
refined sugar supply for the United States is shown by the
- following data on the quantity and percentage of the American
consumption coming from different countries in 1934 :°

Per Cent

Source Long Tons  of Total
Lowmisiana ... w.. o o o oo ot RPN 3.57
United States Beet ... .... ... ... ... 1,435,728 24.96
RRaWRIY | e e | R e e O R 13.91
Florida and Virgin Islands ... ... 49,203 0.86
Puerto Rico .... ... SRR s e 117,864 14.48
Philippines .... ... B SRR 909,810 15.68
B1E] < S e e B e e R R 28.53
Grand Total = - ...0 1 "5 15L.027 100.00

In an exclusive article for the T'imes, Correspondent Ju-
nius B. Wood estimated that the limitations of Philippine ex-
port trade would deprive the Islands of at least 1,500,000 short
tons of sugar every year between 1940 ant 1946. Because of
this eventual consequences, he said, the main problem of the
sugar industry, like other industries, should be one of crop
reduction and control.'° |

As the Independence Law will build a tariff wall against
Philippine exports to the United States, the Commonwealth Go-
vernment 1s confronted with important economic problems the
correction of which is very imperative for a successful indepen-
dent existence. In an exclusive interview with New York Times
Correspondent Robert Aura Smith, President Quezon himself
recognized the serious economic consequences of the Indepen-

§ Ibid, September 23, 1934, IV, p. 1.
9 The Philippine Journal of Commerce, February 1937, p. 11.
1o The New York Times, August 11, 1935, p. 35.

324 S s UNITAS




dence Law, but he expressed the hope that an economic con-
ference to be called before 1946 would reach satisfactory solu-
tions to those problems.?

For several years, the Philippines never followed well de-
fined economic policies. However, after the inauguration of
the Philippine Commonwealth, President Quezon urged the Na-
tional Assembly to pass a bill providing for the creation of the
National Economic Council the objective of which, according
to a New York Twimes report, “is the stimulation of Philip-
pine agriculture, industry and trade.””’? In the Philippine Year-
book for 1936-1937, President Quezon said:

“The creation of the National Economic Council
answers an urgent need and formally commits this
(Commonwealth) Government to a definite economic
policy of the ‘laissez faire’. We favor government
leadership in production activities. We believe in plan-
ning the National economy.”*®

As the Filipinos depend chiefly upon agricultural industries
for their livelihood, the major concern of the Commonwealth
Government was to formulate a program on the diversification
of agricultural crops.*

However, it is important to note here that the New York
Times did not present a thorough news coverage of the new
economic program. Instead, its occasional reports regarding
the real purpose of the National Economic Council were de-
voted only to the general features of the Philippine trade as
affected by the Independence Law. In other words, the Tumes
treated the new economic program with vague generalities so
that it is indeed difficult to define its essential purposes. For
example, the Times coverage of the economic proposals of Joa-
quin M. Elizalde, resident commissioner to Washington D.C.,
was unreliable because it was superficial; it just stated that
Mr. Elizalde proposed the development of minor industries to
make the Philippines economically stable when independence

11 |bid, November 20, 1935, p. 25.

12 |bid, May 17, 1936, 1V, p. 10 .

13 Philippine Yearbook, Vol. IV, 1936-37, p. 45.
14 The New York Times, May 17, 1936, p. 4.
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is granted. How the program was to be achieved, the Times
report did not definitely show.'s

To enhance the development of native industries, besides
the five major export industries, it was necessary to dissemi-
nate the doctrine of economic protectionism among the people,
This objective, as reported only once by the New York Times,
is being carried out by the bureau of commerce through the
“Buy Philippine Products” movement.®

Again, in this case, the T'imes news coverage of the natio-
nalistic movement was limited only to a feature article by Spe-
cial Correspondent R. A. Smith, which was published two years
before the Commonwealth inauguration. However, the article
can still be considered timely because it embodies certain as-

pects of the movement that are being carried out by the new
government. ‘

The “Buy Philippine Products” movement, which was ins-
pired by the commercial competition offered to native industries
by Chinese and Japanese merchants and manufacturers, was
launched to prepare an economic structure that would aid the
Commonwelath Government in facing the problems arising
from the enforcement of the economic provisions of the Inde-
pendence Law. It was a means of acquiring Filipino partici-
pation in domestic trade.’

Correspondent Smith commented that the “Buy Philippine
Products” movement has a better chance of enrolling the eco-
nomic support of the people because it is largely divorced from
politics and it works through definite distributive factors ra-
ther than through an oratorical campaign. He said further:

“How far the ‘Buy Philippines’ movement can go
in stimulating and diversifying local production is, of
course, problematical. It can, however, offer greater
stimulus to experimentation research and domestic in-
dustry than at present obtains.”

The Philippine agricultural industries really need a greater

15 Ibid, June 9, 1935, 1V, p. 10.

16 Ibid, September 24, 1938, IV, p. 8.
17 Ibid, September 24, 1933, 1V, p. 8.
18 1bid.
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degree of diversification to cope up with the economic difficul-
ties arising upon the granting of independence.

In covering the economic program of the Commonwealth
Government, the New York 7Times has devoted insufficient
space to support its argument that political independence al-
ways presupposes economic stability. If this discussion should
be criticised for its incompleteness in citations, a defense that
could be presented is that the Times coverage on the subject
was 1n itself incomplete besides being superficial. In this case,
the Times seems to have considered that the economic program,
when it does not directly concern the trade relations between
the Philippines and the United States, is of secondary interest
te the diseriminating readers.

—OSMUNDO O. STA. ROMANA, B.LITT., M.A.

000 —
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NEWS AND NOTES

Reverend Rectar Arrives from Europe.—Rousing reception welcomed the
Very Reverend Fr. Silvestre Sancho, 0. P., rector magnificus of the Univer-
sity of Santo Tomas, who arrived in the morning of November 10 on hoard
the Italian liner Conte Verde irom an eight months’ trip to Europe.

Faculty members and students of this institution were at the pier to greet
the returning university head. Santo Tomas cadets formed with their band
in front of Pier 7 as escort of honor for the beloved rector.

From the pier, Father Sancho proceeded to the university with a motor-
car escort. Placards and bhanners were carried by the students.

Faculty Banquet,

In the evening at 7 o'clock, a bhanquet was given by the Faculty Club
in honor of Rector Sancho at the gymnasium in Sulucan. Professor Ma-
ruel V. del Rosario was the chairman of the committee on reception.

Speaking at this banquet, the Rector Magnificus declared that to be a
Filipino is one of the few blessings that exist today in a world of turbulence
and violence.

IFather Sancho began his remarks by relating his travels through Europe.
fe observed general restlessmess and anxiety pervading the whole of that
continent, with nations asking themselves: *‘‘“What will be the end of all
this?”’ and ‘““What will become of us?'’ Father Sancho said it would be dif-

ficult to predict the immediate results and ultimate consequences of the pre-
sent conflicts.

He then contrasted this state of restlessness and abnormality to the
{ eace regaining in the Philippines where life is orderly and tranquil. He
said that only by getting out of the Philippines and travelling in other coun-
tries can one appreciate the happiness of this country which he called a *‘pa-
radise.’’

He mentioned the names of distinguished Filipinos whom he met in Spain,

-€)
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among them Colonel Mariano Santiago, Major Iglesias, Lt.-Colonel Espinosa
de Monteros, who greeted him in Madrid in the Visayan (Ilongo) dialect.

Not only these men but other personalities who were very hospitable to
him in Spain showed the great affection that they and the Spanish govern-
ment have for the Philippines. The rector said that to be a Filipino or to
bear a mission from the Philippines is to open all doors and all hearts in
Spain, '

Father Sancho concluded his speech by exalting the spirit of Spain, stat-
ing that he, as rector of the University, will devote his efforts to have this
spirit felt in the Philippines, together with the twenty republics of South
America.

“Let us see to it,”’ he said, “‘that in this period of stress and strite
among the nations of the world, the Philippines will conserve the treasure of
Western civilization that Spain here brought her so that the Philippines may
be pointed out as the only Christian nation on this part of the world. Let
us work so that the Philippines will always enjoy the blessings of peace, order
and discipline,”

Speaks Before Student Convocation.

Addressing on Nov. 16 the whole student body of the university and
meeting the freshmen of the current school year for the first time, the Rev.
Fr. Rector revealed that three or five years from now there shall be an ex-
change of students between the University of Santo Tomas and some uni-
versities in Spain. The returning university head spoke extemporaneously
for more than one hour on his travel impressions and on the current Euro-
pean as well as on the last Spanish Civil War; but mostly on our institu-
tion, the University of Santo Tomas, and how it is regarded abroad.

“I had an audience with the Holy Father'’, the Father Rector said,
“aud he asked many things about you and your University. When 1 told
him there are 5,000 of you here, he wouldn't believe.”’

He also said that the film taken last year, depicting Santo Tomas stu-
dent life as it is, was shown there and those who saw the picture were so
impressed that they wanted to reproject the film on the screen, but because
he had to take a boat for Spain, he had to disappoint them.

While in Rome and in Spain the Father Rector had occasion io conter
with various university rectors, and had also observed classes there. ‘‘The
Spanish government’’, the Father Rector said, ‘‘has created exclusively for
deserving Thomasians twenty scholarships and this will begin soon.” He said
that the University of Santo Tomas is the only university in the whole world
recognized fully in Spain and any study pursued here will be valid there.

The Father Rector laid special emphasis on the coming exchange of stu-
dents between the Philippines and Spain. He said that this will strengthen
the cultural reins that bind and hold the two countries. Good-humoredly,
he remarked that he wants to see Spanish students study here, and picking
on the girls, he said that ‘‘altho Spanish students are naughty when they

love, they love well.” | _ W
“Y had been the extra-official ambassador-at-large of the Philippines”,
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the Father Rector continued. “‘In a conference wherein many nations were
represented, General Francisco Franco asked me to represent the Philippines.”
Commenting on the victory of General Franco and on the New Spain he
said that the triumph of Franco is the triumph of Catholicism, Christian
culture and charity, and New Spain is like the Spain that ruled the Philip-
pines decades ago.

Speaking fluently in English, the Rector Magnificus said that ‘‘from
now on I'll talk to you in Spanish’” He said more emphasis will be given
to Spanish because students know much English already.

The Father Rector closed his interesting talk saying that now he was

happy to be with us again here which he consider to be my home. *‘I'm here
as your friend and father.”

- .4 w w *

Brief Account of the University Festivities.—The festivities commemo-
rating the 328th anniversary year of the University of Santo Tomas opened
cn November 12 with a mammoth parade at three o’clock p. m. with all col-
leges of the university participating. Starting from the Old Buildnig in the
Walled City it wound up slowly through all the main avenues of the city and
terminated in the Main Building of the pontifical university at Calle Espana.

Attended by thousands, the traditional bonfire auspiced by the Alpha
Sigma Tau, an elect fraternity of men in the university, followed at the Es-
paiia campus. At eight in the evening the Spanish Night committee headed
by Rev. Jesus Castafion, O. P., presented ‘‘El Ultimo Bravo,”” a three-act
play at the Manila Grand Opera House.

The second day, November 13, of the U. 8. T. fiesta was ushered in with
a solemn high mass at the University chapel in which the deans, regents,
professors and instructors were present in their academic gowns, together
with all the students of the university. A pass-in-review by the cadet bri-
gade in honor of President Quezon and an hour radio program aired over
KZRM were also featured. The radio program included the singing of hymns
and other songs by a university chorus composed of seminary students, other
songs and short speeches by leading members of the university community.

A one-act play contest at the Opera House, sponsored by the English
Night committee, was the main attraction on November 14. Six competing
oroups were made up by the different colleges and schools, as follows:
(1) Medicine; (2) Law; (3) Education and Architecture; (4) Philosophy &
Letters and Engineering; (5) Pharmacy and Liberal Arts; and (6) Com-
nmexce.

First prize in this contest went to the comedy, Women Are Extraordina-
ry, by Wilfrido Ma. Guerrero, staged by the College of Medicine, under the
direction of Dr. Renato Ma. Guerrero, brother of the author. Participants
in the play were: Rosalinda Guidote as Corinta, Vicente Campa as Leogar-
do, Carmen Marfori as Tia Clarita, Stella Lesaca as Jesusa, and Antonio
Gisbert as Berto. Second prize went to Noel Harris Houston’s Raw Men, by
the Colleges of Philosophy & Letters and Engineering. Prof. Jose M. Her-
nandez directed. Third prize was given to Domingo F. Nolasco’s Father’s
Birthday, by the College of Law. The following took part in this play: Do-
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lores Paredes, Martiniano de Ocampo; Roberto Barretto, Lucas Paredes, Ade-
laida Lim, and Sixto Zandueta. Prof. Pompeyo Diaz directed.

The board of judges was composed of Prof. Melquiades Gamboa of the
University of the Philippines, Miss Helen Benitez of the Philippine Women’s
University, Mrs. Paz Policarpio Mendez of the Centro Escolar University,
Mrs. Sarah Kabigting Joaquin of the Far Eastern University and Mr. Pedro-
sa of National University. Prominent civil and ecclesiastical officials were
patrons of this show.

Student mass banquet was tendered in the morning, and games, benedic-
tion and aperture of the University Museum and a high Mass to honor the
dead alumni were also celebrated. |

Last Day, November 15, of the festivities was Anniversary Day of the
Commonwealth of the Philippines and the Alumni banquet, with Alumni Pre-
sident Quezon (See next story here) as guest, was held at noon, with Spea-
ker Jose Yulo of the National Assembly speaking in the evening on the spe-
cific reasons why the Philippine Charter should he amended, to close the
celebrations. :

Fourteen committees chosen weeks before the celebrations were respon-
sible for successfully directing the four-day feasts.

The following officials of the Alumni Association of the University of
Santo Tomas for the two-year term ending in 1941 were also elected: Dr.
Jose Maria Delgado, president ; Hon. Benito Soliven, vice-president : Dr. Jus-
to N. Lopez, secretary; and Dr. Norberto de Ramos, treasurer,

* * * * #

Quezon Speaks Before Alumni.—Alumni of the University of Santo To-
mis held the traditional annual reunion in a banquet on November 15, last
day of the institution’s 328th anniversary festivities, with Alumnus No. 1
Manuel I.. Quezon, President of the Commonwealth of the Philippines, as
cuest of honor. Addressing the audience who were ‘‘home’’, the President
had the alumni rolling on the floor as he told of his own college days.

It is of common knowledge that he was once a student of law in Santo
Tomas, President Quezon related, but very few people know that once upon
2 time he actually wanted to be a priest. He even went as far as to pre-
sent himself to the head of the Dominican community in Manila and ask to
be enrolled in the course in sacred theology. ‘‘Who gave you the idea that
vou can become a priest?’ young Quezon was asked, and he replied, ‘““My
professor, father.”” The priest threw up his hands and said, “Tell your pro-
fessor you’re -both crazy.”’

But that did not stifle young Quezon’s ambition to become a priest. He
still wants to be a priest, President Quezon told the alumni. One reason why
he is opposed to a third term, he said jocosely, is that he has not lost hope
that some day he may yet be the Archbishop of Manila.

He then recalled a classmate, whose name and home province he remem-
bers to this day, who invited him to lunch. The classamte ordered two meals

—and ate both. . S
Cheered wildly after introduced as Alumnus A-1 of the University by Dr.
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Manuel L. Lim, president of the alumni association, Commonwealth President
Quezon showed his concern that the alumni body constitute a real bond of
union among people with the same Alma Mater. ‘‘The President of the Aulm-
ni Association, Dr, Manuel Lim,”’ he said, ‘‘declared that he was contented
with this gathering. But I am not. For, although those who are present
do by their worth represent the Alumuni with honor, yet there are other alum-
ni who are not here and should have been here. I wish we could tell them
that we miss them, and that if we do not see them next year, we shall take
it 1ll.  For instance, where are the justices of the supreme court?,”” he ask-
ed, wondering besides whether these men, as with the others who were ab-
sent and who are now prominent in the country, holding high positions, could
no longer ‘‘hobnob with us’’ because they had attained such eminence! ‘‘They
should be here but they are not,”’ he said with his tongue in his cheek.

Come to think of it, it is asked, is it no wonder that so busy a man
as the President, engaged as he is upon graver problems than anybody else
in the Philippines, and bound as he was to deliver two other speeches the
other day should have found it possible to spare two hours during the very
day commemoratnig the inauguration of the Commnowealth Government to
spend with the school fellows of his youth, when other alumni, important
enough, but surely not so gravely engaged as His Excellency, could not do
it?

““But,”” Professor Antonio Estrada aptly said it, ‘‘unless one supposes
that these gentlemen thought they could derive no profit whatever from re-
union and handshaking and speeches that are the common ingredients of an
Alumni Banbuet, unless one believes that they thought they could learn no-
thing at such a gathering of old fogeys, one is at a loss to explain the absence.

“It is good to remember what Chesterton has so often said, that the
measure of a man’s intelligence is his capacity to make something out of
nothing, and learn deep lessons out of the commonest happenings. At any
rate, President Quezon’s speech at Santo Tomas did afford one the oppor-
tunity to learn many things. One may even hope that his alumni spirit
will be a salutary example for other alumni.”’

Alumnus Quezon spoke after Rev. Fr. Silvestre Sancho, O.P., rector of
the university. After listening to Father Sancho’s speech, he said, he did
not feel like speaking at length because ‘I don’t want to engaged Father
Sancho in axn oratorical contest.” _

Commenting on toasts offered by Alumnus Dr. Lim to the President, to
Vice-President Sergio Osmeifia, also a member of the alumni, and to Father
Sancho, President Quezon pointed out an ‘‘unforgiveable omission.”” . ““You
toasted Father Sancho,’”’ he said, ‘“‘but you did not toast his superior, the
Father Provincial.’”’ ' The President lifted his cup to the Rev. Sr. Tomas Tas-
con, 0.P., father provincial of the Dominican community in the Philippines.

* * * 2 *

‘‘Star-stones’’ specimens, Books, Donations for ‘‘U.'’—Several rare spe-
cimens of tektites, locally known as ‘‘thunder-stones’ or ‘‘star-stones’ were
donated to the university by Dr. D. Van Eck, geologist of the Coco Grove
Inc., Paracale, Camarines Norte.
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These specimens are kmown to panners of gold in the Islands as visible
markers of rich gold-bearing sands, and possess scientific interest as possible
representatives of fragments from a source outside the hemisphere.

Interesting and valuable books were also received by the library of the
University from Dr. Ramon Lopez y Flores, a venerable and respected alum-
nus who has distinguished himself as a quiet scholar and contributor to cha-
riiable institutions in the country.

The tektite specimens and the books donated by Dr. Lopez form part of
the extensive collections of the University Mines building and the library,
respectively.

* e i # w

Cop Honor Places in Recent Exams.—Graduates from Santo Tomas are
among topnotchers in recent government examinations, according to results
which have been rcleased lately in the metropolitan dailies here.

Simeon Ramos, jr. and Salvador I. Marifio placed the University in
the most coveted firsi-ten list in the bar examinations by obtaining 89.65%5
and 88.20% respectively, for fourth and eighth places. The regular mem-
bers of the class of 1939 of the College of Law again scored an impressive.
hundred percent promotional record.

Washington Sy-Cip, B.S.C. '39 summae cum laude graduate from the
college of commerce, carried the Santo Tomas banner in the last C. P. A.
examinations with a rating of 85.73% to place among the topnotch places.

Sy-Cip has been, since last June, a member of the faculty of the College of
Commerce.

Two other Thomasians who passed this C. P. A. tests are Edward Wa-
verly Horton and Miss Loreto Ledesma.

The university also placed high in the civil service examinations for ci-

vil engineers given in the city on July 10-11 this year. Thomasian Ramiro
J. Garcia obtained 84.36% to cap third places.

Ponciano ¥. Lloren, M.D. ’39, topped the list of successful physicians
among the Santo Tomas graduates who took the November 14, 16 and 17
tests given by the board of medical examiners, with a grade of 82.75%, accord-
ing to December 16 release of results.

Led by Oscar P. Jacinto, Santo Tomas’ senior in medicine, 39 candidates
from the different medical colleges in the country, successfully passed the
preliminary physician’s examination given on the same date. He tied with
Miss Natividad L. Narciso, also of Santo Tomas, with an average of 83.4%

= X = ] &

Guevara Assures an Early ‘“‘Thomasian'’. — The 1940 Thomasian will
come out definitely within the first week of March, according to Jose L.
Guevara, editor-in-chief.

Extensive activity has been going on for the last three mnnths,_ accord-
ing to reports from every quarter connected with the yearbook’s publication,
and the section editors have submitted to their head all matters relative to
its speedy attention by the University press. Mats, dummies and layouts
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photographs, illustrations and write-ups and art works, including advertise-
ments were turned in on time before the Christmas vacation.

Because determination is solid on the part of the whole staff for a
unique accomplishment, the Thomasian may even come out in February, al-
though the great number of bhooks, magazines and periodicals printed by the
U..ST. press might tarry it a little.

Editor Guevara, who has been negotiating the Sampaloc Main Building—
W. C. axis daily, has created a Thomasian psychology among the observant
Seniors and lowerclassmen officers in contrast with the irresponsible air
that used to prevail about the man in normal schooling time. Banking
on the editor’s enthusiasm and personal prestige, all candidates for gra-
duation are optimistic of a good and early annual. It will be recalled that
The Varsitarian which he edited two years ago used to come out regularly
ahead of schedule and he was the only skipper on the record of the varsity
paper's history to accomplish the feat.

To devote more time to the work, Guevara is spendling half of his Christ-
mas vacation in the city manifesting thereby his serious interest to have
the yearly out for distribution and sale in February. However, regular
assignments of the press are understood to intervene and delay this tenta-
tive expectation. At any rate, the definite date, he promised, is at least a
week before the year’s baccalaureate exercises take place in March.

Commencement Day, when the baccalaureate exercises are held this
current academic year, is tentatively set on the second week of March, 1940.

Meanwhile, feverish work goes on also in the staffs of ‘‘Veritas’’ and
“El Benavides,”” separate anuals of the High School department and the

Seminary faculties and colleges respectively. D. Barrit was elected editor
of the former last October.

Ly e L * W

Items Miscellaneous.—Santo Tomas Varsity's basketball team virtually
clinched the national title by winning four games in a row from the other
select five teams who have suffered two defeats each in the four clashes of
the championship round for the most colorful and coveted 1940 P. I. title
in the field of local sports.

The football squad captured the U.A.A.P. (University Athletic Associa-
tion of the Philippines) championship cup by subduing Far Eastern Univer-
sily, University of the Philippines and the National University; the swim-
mers placed second; the swatters and hoopsters landed first in tie, as the
tennis team went down in glorious defeat.

In the annual R.O.T.C. competition, the Santo Tomas colors was raised
among the best four from a field of twenty competing units, to end the
1939 year. Last year Santo Tomas was a close second to the first, U. P.,

who had more cadets from which to select a crack team, against the uni-
versity’s 3-year-old outfit.
] % % % %' %

Celebrations for 8t. Catherine, St. Ives.—The faculty of philosophy and
letters celebrated the feast of its patron saint, St. Catherine, with an all-
day program of activities on Saturday, November 25, starting at seven-thirty
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a. m. with a solemn hight mass at the university chapel attended by all fa-
culty members, alumni and students of the college.

All alumni members of the faculty of philosophy and letters were in-
vited to join in the whole-day affair which featured athletic games hetween
the professors of philosophy and those of engineering, an inter-collegiate folk-
dence contest, an amateur hour and program and cinema at the gymnasium.

The faculty of civil law will also celebrate its college day on Jan. 27,
1940. Resting on the laurels that alumni and students of the college have
been garnering lately, the celebration should be the most colorful in years.
The silver plague which was donated and adjudged to the University of Santo
Tomas for being the institution represented by the winner in the inter-uni-
versity oratorical contest held on December 9 at the Ateneo de Manila audi-
torium, will be installed, with proper ceremony, at the Faculty Hall of the
college on that date. Dr. Lorenzo Tanada, president of the Civil Liberties
Union of the Philippines, and members of the union will attend the cere-
mony.

- # 'H- * *

After a Resignation, Some 8Seats Filled.—Pending the appointment .of a
new dean of the College of Commerce, Rev. Fr. Rector Sancho, O.P., as-
sumed the office as acting dean of the same on December 1. The vacancy
prevailed upon the resignation of Dr. Stanley Prescott on November 27, fol-
lowing some reversals incurred by his business establishment on the Escolta
due to the current wars in Europe.

Dr. Prescott was one of the most valuable deans in the University and
was responsible for the meteoric rise of the College of Commerce, from a
mere department and then school under the College of Education, to one
with modern equipment, with one of the biggest enrollments in the entire
country and in the university. He has not, however, entirely severed his
connection with the university, as he is still professor in accounting, auditing,
social culture and C.P.A. reviews.

It has not been learned whether someone will be elevated to the vacated
position shortly.

Fr. Narciso Dominguez, O.P., and Fr. Manuel Ferrero, O.P., took charge
of the Philosophy and language classes in the College of Philosophy & Letters
left by Fr. Clemente who was designated to Rome. Aurelio S. Alvero has
also been mamed instructor in the same college to take charge of classes in
Tagalog literature.

] £ * * k3

Fr. Sancho Celebrates Birthday.—The faculty of the University gave a
banquet for the very Rev. Father Rector in celebration of his birthday (De-
cember 31) on Friday night, December 22. The affair was held in the gym-
nasium of the university.

The distribution of gifts to the aged, crippled and poor was undertaken
by the faculty and students in the afternoon of the same day at four o’clock.
The gifts were composed mostly of contributions and packages collected dur-
ing the Christmas Package and Fund Drive undertaken by the different col-

leges of the university every year.
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T'he Epsilon Beta Phi, a faculty club of the universityy, gave a cinema
benefit program which was very successful at the Metropolitan Theatre on
December 8.

Sandy, a version of Baby LeRoy, was the performance which was atten-
ded by the student body and their friends. All funds raised from this show

were appropriated for the Christmas Drive for the poor.
the poor.

* w % Ve w

Fr. Clemente Leaves for ltaly.—Rev. Fr. Vidal Clemente, O.P., secre-
tary general of the University, whose appointment to the Central House of
the Dominican Order in Rome, Italy came as a sudden surprise to his many
friends in the Philippines, his students and the faculty in particular, sailed
on the Conte Rosso on December 7.

Fr. Clemente served the Philippines for twelve years during which he
erdeared himself to many friends and students in the Philippines. Prior to
his appointment as secretary general in 1936, he was treasurer of the Unis
versity for three years. '

A large delegation of faculty members, friends and students saw him
off on the day of his departure to wish him von voyage. He sailed for his
new desination via Spain to visit his Mother country which he has not seen
over since he came to the Philippines in 1928.

Prof. Mario Camins, T.0.P. who joined the U.S.T. faculty only last June
had to leave for Spain on the same boat on account of his failing health.
He was professor in the College of Medicine and Surgery in charge of physio-
legy subjects.

% % & w» »

NOTAS EN ESPAROL

El P. Alberto Lopez, O.P., Es Nombrado Secretario General,—Para ocu-
par el puesto de Secretario General de la Universidad de Sto. Tomas, que
ha estado vacante con motivo del traslado del P. Vidal Clemente, O.P., a
Roma, ha sido nombrado el Rev. P. Fr. Alberto Lopez, O.P., Director de
Tacticas y Ciencia Militares que fué del Colegio de San Juan de Letran.

El P. Lopez que ha estado por mucho tiempo en Filipinas traera a esta
Universidad una experiencia. en el trato con estudiantes y un don singular
como administrador. La noticia de su nombramiento ha sido recibida con
ragocijo por sus innumerables amigos y admiradores, especialmente por aque-
1los que le conocieron en Letran, y que hoy estudian en esta Universidad.

Estamos seguros de que el P, Lépez desempefiard su nuevo cargo con
su gcostumbrada eficiencia y esperamos que en un futuro no lejano ocupara
en el corazén de los estudiantes el puesto que tuvieron sus antecesores.

& e w w w

E! Representante Tomasin® en el Certamen Oratorico Inter-Universitario
8¢ Corona Campeon.—Ante un auditorio inmenso compuesto de jurisconsul-
tos, profesionales y estudiantes de las diferentes Universidades, el Sr. D.
Francisco A. Romuéldez, representante de la Universidad de Sto. Tomas en
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el certamen oratorico celebrado bajo los auspicios de la ‘‘Civil Liberties
Union,’’ se llevo la palma de la victoria.

Con el Presidente Quezon como huésped de honor, el certamen que se
celebré en el auditorium del Ateneo de Manila, fué un éxito completo. Ho-
ras antes de la celebracion del concurso, afluyeron los estudiantes de las ins-
tituciones participantes, para presenciar la refiida lid que se anticipaba. Y
en verdad que no salieron desilusionados. El Sr. Romuildez que {ué el il-
timo orador y que por consiguiente tenia la desventaja de dirigirse a un pi-
blico cansado e impaciente, tuvo sin embargo a su auditorio literalmente sus-
penso y pendiente de sus labios por mis de un cuarto de hora.

Con una elocuencia hasta ahora no superada en los anales de las concur-
sos oratéricos en Filipinas, el Sr. Romualdez abogé por la vindicacion de los
derechos de los obreros, de los pobres y de los débiles para que puedan dis-
frutar de una vida mas cimoda y feliz. Tan inspirado estaba el orador en
cuyos labios la palabra se tranformaba en {uego candente, y tan couvincente
asi como irreductible era su logica, que miés de una vez fué interrumpido por
el aplauso frenético del publico.

Con esta victoria, probamos una vez mas que la Universidad de Sto.
Tomés reluce no solamente en el campo atlético, donde somos campeones,
sino mas aun en el campa cultural e intelectual, donde nuestra supremacia
ha sido demostrada por el Sr, Romuildez.

Felicitamos al Rev. P. Fr. Aurelio Valbuena, O.P., Regente del Colegio
de Leyes, Prof. Pompeyo Diaz, asi como a los profesores I'r. Aehern, O.P.
y el Dr. J. Hernandez, quienes cooperaron entusiastamente con el ‘"Civil
Liberties Union’’ y a cuyos esfuerzos se dehe la participacion de nuestra Uni-
versidad,

e & * 3% =

E! M.R.P. Yice-Gran Canciller celebra su Santo el 21 y sa marcha a
Europa el 26.—El1 M.R.P. Fr. Tomias Taseén, Prior Provinecial y Viece-Gran
Canciller de la Universidad estard de dias el dia 21 del corriente. ks nuestro
mayor deseo que sea un dia felicisimo y que su santo patrono le alcance lsa
gracias y dones que necesita para desempenar sus elevados cargos.

El R. P. Provincial saldri, en cumplimiento de su deber, para hacer
la visita a las casas europeas de la Provincia del Sm. Rosario el dia 26 de
Diciembre.

Esta Redaccién le desea un felicisimo viaje juntamente con la doble fe-
licitacién de onomistico y Pascua de Navidad.

*» * W * *

S8an Juan de Dios Medical Club.—La junta mensual del San Juan de
Dios Medical Club habia sido preparada para el 18 del corriente, con el De-
partamento de Pediatria como el encargado de las conferencias. Debido, sin
embargo, al tifén que pasaba entonces por la cindad, dicha junta cientifica
se pospuso y hasta la fecha, el Sr. Presidente, Dr. Jose Hilario no ha de-
cidido el dia fijo.

El programa cuenta con papeles y trabajos presentados por miembros del
profesorado de dicho departamento. El Dr. Serafin Menez presentari sus
irabajos sobre la Poliomyelitis en Filipinos; el Dr. Albino Oecampo, sobre ob-
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servaciones de la Xeropthalmia. Después sigue el trabajo de los Dres. Rena-~
to Ma. Guerrero, Remedios Goquiolay-Arellano y Carmen Lopez sobre las
ultimsa observaciones hechas en nuestra clinica de San Ramon, de la Inver-
sion Nuclear de Velez. Por ultimo, el Dr. Renato Ma. Guerrero leeri sus
observaciones sobre los casos de fiebre cuyo foco de localizacién en el cuerpo
humano no se puede descubrir por bastante tiempo mientras dure la enfer-

medad.

* * * o *

NOTES ON SCIENCE

Blind Landing for Airplayes.—Extremely difficult is the decision facing
the committee of the National Academy of Sciences assigned to select a stanl-
ard American system of blind landing for airplanes. In the interests of eco-
nomy, efficiency and national defense, President Roosevelt has asked the
academy for this decision. _

This committee, as yet unselected, must choose from at least seven dif-
ferent blind landing systems which have been developed since Major James
H. Doolittle, ten year ago, made the first blind instrument landing at Mit-~
chell Field, L. I. The seven systems which have gone beyond the paper
stage of development into actual airport installations include those of Air
Track, Army, Bendix, LT.D., Lorentz, M.LT. Metcalf and the Navy.
The committee will examine impartially the claims, merits and tried perfor-
mance of these systems and others and recommend accordingly. The fun-
damental question is whether it is wise now, after only the relative short
time of ten years of development, to standardize on any one blind landing
system. X

The first of serious attempts to land an airplane with instrumental aid
alone was that of the National Bureau of Standards in Washington in 1928.
This method used a radio range beacon signal to mark the line of the
runway and a marker radio beacon at the end of the field for longitudinal
guidance. It was this system that Lieutenant in 1929. Later in 1929,
al. College Park Airport, Md., a glide path was added to the system by ra-
dio beams which provided the pilot with a positive and continuous indication
of his vertical and lateral position. The marker beacons at the end of the
airport gave indication of longitudinal position. The first landing on the
complete system was made by M. S. Boggs on September 5, 1931. This was
fcllowed early in 1933 by landings at Newark.

Following publication of the Bureau of Standards work, the Lorentz
Company in Germany developed a commercial system along similar lines.
This system is in operation at several European airports and was tested at
Indianapolis in 1937. During 1932 and 1933, the U. S. Army developed its
own system of blind landing, which involved the use .of a sensitive altimeter
to give indication of the height above the ground. This system was quite
easy to fly and required only a short pilot-training period, but failed to
interest commercial aviation greatly because of lack of a finite course down
the runway.

Essentially all the systems, with the exception of the Dingle system
backed by the Navy, utilize very short radio waves to obtain sharp direc-
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tional signals. The Navy in contrast employs very long wave-lengths.
Standard practise is to detect with instruments in the plane the line of
equal signal intensity between two directional radio beams. If the beams
originate on a landing field, the equal-intensity line will furnish the pilot
with the line of the runway. In the Army’s newer sysiem the direction is
determined by direction finders on two radio stations.

" 1l y W i

Color Vision,—The first explanation of the chemistry underlying color
vision in an animal was reported at the Lake Placid meeting ol the Optical
Society of America by Dr. George Wald, of the Harvard University Bio-
logical Laboratories. Dr. Wald has isolated and identified three color pig-
ments found in the cones of the chicken eye, the color-seeing receptors.
These pigments, he said, probably act as color filters in much the same sort
of arrangement used to take color photographs.

The pigments are astacene, which is responsible for the color of boiled
lobsters; xanthophyll, the pigment of egg volk, and a carotene, & pigment
giving carrots their characteristic color. The color “filn’’ of the chicken
eye, on which the filtered light falls to start the seeing process, contains
a, violet, light-sensitive pigment which Dr. Wald has named iodopsin. It
ie the first light-sensitive pigment ever found in the cones of the eye.

Dr. Wald, winner of this year’s Lli Lilly prize of the American Chemical

Soclety for his outstanding research on the chemistry of vision, gave his

explanation® of chickens’ color vision during a paper in which he massed ex-
P pap

perimental evidence to prove that many of the complicated phenomena of

seeing, a process involvling man’s highest mantal powers, can be explained
on a basis of relatively simple chemical and physical reactions which take
place in the eye. More and more, he said, scientists are learning that many
cf the properties of vision are derived directly from the properties of va-
rious ‘substances in the retina of the eye, the photographic plate on which
images of the outside world are formed. As an example Dr. Wald reported
the direct chemical analysis of retinas which show that rhodopsin, a rose-
colored, light-sensitive pigment found in the rods, is manufactured by the
body from two different precursors, either retinene or vitamin A.

This discovery has afforded a physico-chemical explanation of varying
rates of the adaptation of the eye to darkness, for the synthesis from reti-
nene 1s much more than that from vitamin A and the speed of the adaptation
depends entirely on which precursor is being used. It also explains why a
deficiency of vitamin A results in night-blindness, the inability to see in
dim light, he reported. Without the vitamin there just isn’t enough rhodop-
sin being formed.

In studies of experimentally induced night-blindness in human subjects,
conducted by Dr. Selig Hecht and his colleagues at Columbia University and
Dr. Wald, it was found that not only the rods but also the cones of the eyve
are affected by a faulty diet, a discovery which implies that vitamin A may
be the precursor of the light-sensitive material of the cones as well as of
rkodopsin.

Wr. Wald has found that visual sensitivity may decrease markedly
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within 24 hours on a vitamin-deficient diet. It can be cured, however, in

as short a time as 20 minutes with a single dose of vitamin A or the pro-
vitamin, carotene,

<k & * % w

The Treatment of Detached Retina.—Electrical spot-welding in the eye
tor restoring sight to patients threatened with blindness due to a detached
reting was stated by Dr. Samuel J. Meyer, of Chicago, at the Philadelphia
meeting of the American College of Surgeons, to be effective in a number
of cases.

The retina is the light-sensitive part of the eye which transmits images
to the brain through the optic nerve. It may be compared to the photogra-
phic film or plate in a camera. It depends for its nourishment on tissue
called the choroid, When, because of injury or disease, it becomes detached
from the choroid, it can not funection properly and the patient feels as if a
curtain were falling over part of his eyes. If not treated, the retina as a
rule will eventually all peel off the choroid, like wallpaper off a well, and
total blindness results, Modern eye surgeons treat this condition by a kind
of electrical spot-welding. Tiny needles carrying an electric current are ap-
plied to the choroid without puncturing it. The electric cauterization pro-
duces an adhesive inflammation between the choroid and the retina, causing
the retina to become reattached. "

This method is only 11 years old, but increasingly good results are
obtained. More than one out of three patients operated on at the Illinois

Eye and Ear Infirmary since 1934 had reattached retinas with vision ranging
from normal to one tenth normal,

* o * &% *

Improved Chemical Treatment for Common Colds.—An improved chemi-
cal advance in the fight against the common cold, one of the unconquered
affictions of mankind, was announced at the meeting of the American Che-
mical Society by a physician-chemist research team, Drs. Simon L. Ruskin
and M. P. Fejos, of New York.

By the new method, drugs frequently used in treating the common cold,
adrenalin, ephedrine and benzedrine, are reacted with vitamin C (cevitamic
acid) to produce stable compounds of enhanced physiological action. Both
the drugs for colds and the vitamin are, by themselves, unstable materials,
losing their potency with relative quickness. In combination, however, they
form compounds that retain their potency for over two years.

Ephedrine, used to decrease nasal secretions and “‘dry up’ a cold, is
immproved by the action of vitamin C. Some of the undesirable effects of
this drug-nervousmness, palpitation and intestinal upset—are diminished by
the vitamin C radical.

““The wide-spread use of ephedrine in the treatment of common colds,”’
they stated, ‘‘makes the preparation of ephedrine cevitamate a definite ad-
vance in the chemistry of the treatment of the common cold and suggests
a chemical rational for the wide-spread use of drinks rich in vitamin C. It
gimilarly marks an advance in the treatment of asthma and hay fever.”

The action of vitamin C on the new drug sulfanilamide is also being
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studied. A stable compound has been found. to result from the combination.
This compound has an increased solubility over ordinary sulfanilamide.

It is reported that ‘‘Investigation is proceeding on the use of sulfanila-
mide cevitamate for the prevention of the complications of the common cold.”’

#* * * * #

The Distance of the Stars.—More than 5,000 stars nearest to the earth
are only a half or a third as far away as astronomers have previously be-
lieved, is announced by Professor Jan Schift, head of the department of as-
tronomy of Columbia University., By analyzing thousands of determinations
of distances of the ‘‘nearer’” stars, made by the method of parallaxes, Pro-
fessor Schilt has found a small systematic error which changes the calcu-
lated distances by a factor of from two to three.

Parallax is the method by which the distances of the nearer stars are
computed, particularly those of the earth’s galaxy. The parallax method is
based on sighting the angle of the star in the sky at intervals six months
apart and then computing its distance by trigonometry.

By examining the stellar parallaxes obtained through many years by
many astronomers, Professor Schilt has determined small correction factors
which occur systematically. Although it is only a working hypothesis, Pro-
fessor Schilt suggest that the tides in the earth’s atmosphere, caused by the
pull of the moon, change the bending ability of the air for the light from
the star and make the determinations of position slightly in error.

It i1s also suggested that the effect of sunlight passing through the air
about the earth would warm it slightly and hence create ‘‘waves’’ that might
change its bending ability. A combination of the moon and sun effect is
believed to produce the errors. For any individual measurment the systema-
tic error thus introduced is much smaller than the error of observation. Only
by taking large numbers of observations and analyzing them statistically
can the systematic error be detected.

While the new findings tend to shrink the known limits of the galaxy
of stars containing the sun and earth, the discovery does not mean that the
limits of the universe are likewise decreased. This is because the distances
of remote stars are not determined by the parallax mthod but by means
of the luminosity law which relates their brightness with their distance.

The new knowledge is expected to take the galaxy of stars to which the
sun belongs out of the special category in which it has been placed. Because
the new findings ‘‘move in’’ the stars, the number of them to be found in
cubic volume of the galaxy is increased. Previously it has been supposed
that the sun’s galaxy was ‘‘thinner’’ and had fewer stars per unit volume
than other island universes out in space. The new discovery brings the sun’s
galaxy more in line with the characteristics of other galaxies.

It will be necessary to recompute the distances of all stars for which the
method of parallaxes has been employed since the method was first intro-
duced by the German astronomer, Friedrich W. Bessel, in 1838. Because of
the systematic nature of the new correction, only recalculation will be needed

without taking new observations on each star.
% * #* % %
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The Prevention of Influenza.—Lieutenant-Colonel A. Parker Hitchens,
M.C., professor of public health at the University of Pennsylvania, speaking
at the meeting of the American Public Health Association, called attention
to the fact that two weapons, a vaccine and a germ-fighting lamp, are ready
for trial in the next great influenza epidemic. REither or both of them may
enierge from such a trial as a practical means of preventing influenza. At
lust three institutions in America and one ni England have already vacci-
nated small groups of people. 1f these groups come through the next epi-
demic without having influenza, the value of the vaccines will be shown.
The institutions are all guarding their vaccination work, because they are
not ready vet to vaccinate the entire population, even in the event of an
epidemic. Under such conditions they could not get the accurate informa-
tion necessary for a real appraisal of the vaccines. But they are ready
and waiting for the results with the groups already vaccinated to show
whether the entire population of a nation can be protected against in-
flnenza.

The influenza-fighting lamp, designed by Professor William F. Wells
and Dr. Mildred Weeks Wells, of the University of Pennsylvania, is designed
to fight any disease like influenza whose germs travel through the air, by
letting down a curtain of ultra-violet rays to keep the germs out of a room
and to kill any that may already be in the room. Similar lamps are being
used in many operating rooms throughout the country to keep germs out of
open wounds.

Schools and hospitals are already, in a few places, using the Wells lamp
to protect children from germs of influenza, measles and similar infectious
diseases. lnglish, French and Canadian medical authorities, hearing about
1t at the recent Congress of Microbiology in New York, are considering use
o: the lamp in dormitories to protect children, especially where there is
crowding due to evacuation of children from London, Paris and other larg
cities. |
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About Diphtheria. — Diphtheria threatens to become wide-spread and
and severe in the South and there is no assurance that it will not do the
same 1 the North. Diphtheria germs found in different parts of the United
States vary considerably in their disease-causing ability, according to a re-
port made by Dr. Martin Frobisher, of The Johns Hopkins University, Bal-
timore to members of the Aemrican Public Health Association. In the
South, particularly in Virginia and Alabama, a more virulent, dangerous
kind of germ has been prevalent within the last two years. During this
same period there have heen more cases of diphtheria. In the North, where
diphtheria cases have declined enormously in the past ten years, a different
type of germ is found. These facts suggest that health authorities, by study-
ing the kind of germs in their locality, can predict the coming of an epi-
demic or of more severe cases of diphtheria. Not enough information is
available yet, Dr. Frobisher said, to be sure whether such predictions ean
be made accurately, but he stressed the need for further studies along these

lines.
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For Orchidests.——Completion of a breeding program to produce chrysan-
themums as brilliant and showy as most of the greenhouse varieties now in
use, but able to survive winters as far north as Michigan and Wyoming,
has been announced recently by the U. 8. Department of Agriculture. The
new chrysanthemum varieties, of which there are a dozen, all bearing Indian
names, were developed by F. L. Mulford, who recently retired, after long
gservice 1n the Bureau of Plant Industry. Mr. Mulford let nature do the
selecting for hardiness and earliness. ILate bloomers he ruthlessly discarded,
and he let winter cold kill off non-hardy seedings. The Department of Agri-
culture does not have any plants for free distribution, though it does have
a free bulletin (Circular 528) describing them. The plants have been put
into mass propagation by several leading commercial firms.

3 * * e Lo

Adventures in Science.—Announcer: “Adventures in Science” ... with
Watson Davis, director of Science Service. What’s new in science to-day,
Mr. Davis?

Dr. Davis: The National Academy of Sciences is meeting here in Pro-
vidence, R. 1., to-day, and I want to tell about some of the important scien-
tific discoveries that were announced before it this morning and afternoon,

Announcer: What were some of them, Mr. Davis?

Mr. Davis: 1 was very much interested in the paper by Dr. Hudson
Hoagland, Clark University physiologist, who has found that breathing of
your brain cells sets the pace for young mental activity.

New understanding of paresis, or brain syphilis, one of mankind’s major
mental diseases, may result from this discovery.

Electric waves from the brain itself signal to scientists the nature of
this chemical control.

Each cell in your brain, as a by-product of respiration, builds up electric
potential. The cell wals have electric resistance. The electricity is dis-
charged whenever the respiration process builds up potential and loads the
capacities of the cell walls to their critical firing point. This electrical dis-
charge forms the brain waves—electrical signals direct from the brain. Thus
brain cell respiration creates the brain waves.

Thanks to brain waves, too, science’s inquiring finger can now point more
accurately to the parts of the cortex of the brain that discriminate sensation,
or feeling, in various parts of the body. This is an achievement reported by
Dr. J. G. Dusser de Barenne, of Yale University.

The electrical brain waves, generated in the brain itself, ca nbe made
to signal the location and the extent of the area of the sensory cortex.

The shape of man’s body hints how he may die. The shape and propor-
tions of a man, still in good health and a long way from his funeral, give
fairly definite indication of how and when he may be expected to die. This
is a find by Professor Raymond Pearl and Dr. W. Edwin Moffett, of the
Johns Hopkins University.

Professor Pearl made a study of the histories of 2,332 men, all dead,
representing the longest-lived and shortest-lived groups out of a much larger
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number. Information about their bodily constitution had been placed on file
years before, when they were all in good health, with no indications of onset
«f the various diseases that finally killed them. He divided them into two
classifications, long-lived and short-lived.

He found short-lived men who died of heart and kidney ailments were
bigger around the body, in both chest and abhdominal girth, than long-lived
men who died of the same groups of diseases.

This condition was reversed in the case of men who later died of cancer
and pneumonia: the skinny men were shorter lived than the stouter type.

In those eventually dying from cancer and from diabetes the average-body
weight was also greater in the short-lived than in the long-lived group. The
ditference here, however, was too small to justify any very definite conclu-
sions, |

Height apparently had nothing to do with length of life. Talls and shorts
were scattered at random through all the disease groups, among hoth long-
lived and short-lived.

Pulse rate was more rapid among all groups of the shori-lived than it
was among the long-lived groups.

Production of atomic projectiles of more than 100,000,000 electron-volts
energy was forecast when Professor K., . Lawrence, of the University of
‘alifornia, inventor of the atom-smashing cyclotron, told the academicians
that building of a 120-inch, 2,000-ton cyclotron, double the size of his world’'s
largest, is entirely feasible.

His new 60-inch cyclotron, weighing over 220 tons, has just gone. into
service. Gratifying results cause Professor Lawrence to look forward to a

still more powerful machine for impressing large energies upon tiny fragments
ol matter.

By bombarding bismuth and lead with 32,000,0d0-volt helium ions, Pro-
lessor Lawrence has obtained large yields of new radioactive substances that
produce alpha particles, which are also emitted from natural radium,

These, or other cyclotron radiations, promise to prove useful in treat-
nent of cancer and for other medical purposes.

The National Academy of Sciences is the leading scientific body of the
nation before which are real and discussed scientific reports, as is being done
here at Brown University this week. But that is only one of its functions.
It is Uncle Sam’s scientific consultant as well. As a body it is adviser to
the United States Government on things scientific. Quietly, without much
fanfare of publicity, the academicians give freely of their expert knowledge
ar.d opinion when the need arises. As senior scientific body of the nation
the academy also cooperates closely with hundreds of other scientific groups
in solving problems and conducting research of immense importance to all
cf us. Our Adventures in Science guest to-day is the president of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, Dr. Frank B. Jewett. He is one of our leading
engineers, president of that fruitful cradle of new industries, the Bell Tele-
phone Laboratories. Dr. Jewett will tell us how science could he mobilized,
ond, indeed, is being mobilized, in the United States.
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In time of war Dr. Jewett, the mobilization of science would be as ne-
cessary as the mobilization of the Army and Navy.

Dr. Jewett: Yes, it is. War always brings emergency problems for the
scientists of a mation. But we ought not to let this overshadow the fact
that in a country like the United States science is always mobilized to a
considerable extent. Our government always has problems—for example,
those of public health, which deserve continuous study and which in wartime
may be accentuated. Likewise, the Army and Navy have innumerable pro-
blems of so broad a character that they extend beyond the scope of the or-
canized forces and their specialized laboratories, and in the solution of which
they ask the assistance of the nation’s outstanding specialists, In the hand-
ling of such long-range problems it is apparent that we must take time by
the forelock; adequate preparedness presupposes more or less continuous fo-
cusing of the nation’s best scientific talent upon these problems of defense.
Such problems arise not only in the newer developments, such as flying, but
are equally numerous in the older services.

Mr. Davis: As | understand it, Dr. Jewett, the National Academy of
Sciences, which serves the government in peace time, would have responsibi-
lities placed upon it in time of war.

Dr. Jewett: That is correct, Mr. Davis. The National Academy of
Sciences had its inception during the Civil War. It was created by an Act
o+ Congress at the suggestion of Abraham Lincoln. Notable extensions have
taken place in the meantime. The body which President Lincoln’s adminis-
tration created was called, and to-day is called, the National Academy of
Sciences. [ should like to read a portion of Section 3 of the Act of Incor-
poration:

‘““. . . The Academy shall, whenever called upon by any department of
the Government, investigate, examine, experiment, and report upon any sub-
ject of science or art, the actual expense of such investigations, examinations,
experiments and reports to be paid from appropriations which may be made
for the purpose, but the ‘Academy shall receive no compensation whatever
for any services to the Government of the United States.”

Mr. Davis: And subsequently, Dr. Jewett, this National Academy of
Sciences has been augmented by other organizations

Dr. Jewett: Yes, and by one in particular. In 1916 President Wilson
asked the academy to organize a subsidiary body of broader membership as
a measure of national preparedness. This body, called the National Research
Council, accomplished such important results in organizing research and in
securing cooperation of military and civilian agencies before and during Ame-
rican participation in the last war, that on May 11, 1918, President Wilson
issued an executive order establishing the National Research Council as a
permanent body. Perhaps the best way to illustrate the functions of the
council, and at the same time minimize words, is to list its divisions, They
are nine in number, as follows: Foreign Relations, Educational Relations,
Physical Sciences, Engineering and Industrial Research, Chemistry and Che-
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mical Technology, Geology and Geography, Medical Sciences, Biology and
Agriculture and, finally, a division for Anthropology and Psychology.

Mr. Davis: Won’t you explain briefly, Dr. Jewett, how the proper per-
sonnel is selected from among the scientists of the country?

Dr. Jewett: In the first place, I ought to state that the 300 men and
women who constitute the membership of the National Academy are elected
on the basis of outstanding eminence in their field of science. The academy
is divided into sections corresponding to the various sciences. Thus, there
18 a section for chemistry, another for mathematics, one for engineering, etec.
Each section, of course, has a chairman who is, himself, preeminent in that
field. Further, it is safe to say that the circle of acquaintanceship of the
members of any section extends outward to include practically every person

in the country who can qualify as well informed in the subject-matter of the
section.

The National Research Council is likewise divided along lines of the
various sciences. It has its permanent committees or divisions with chair-
men who are selected for knowledge, experience and business ability. These
chairmen, on the one hand, are naturally well acquainted with the officers
of the government departments whence the problems and questions arise—
and, on the other, are well acquainted with the nation’s outstanding experts,
whether connected with universities or with private industry. Thus, it will
bo seen that the National Research Council is a sort of business organization
which derives its guidance from the academy and has behind it the prestige
of the nation’s leading scientists, Through its numerous working commit-
tees, the National Research Council is made up of many hundred scientists
and engineers.

Mr. Davis: I think it might help us, Dr. Jewett, if you could say a
few words about some of the problems which the academy and its council
have studied or are studying for the government. Of course, I realize that

many of these problems may be confidential, but doubtless there are others
which are not secret.

Dr. Jewett: Well, one problem which comes to my mind is that of
highway research. The council has cooperated over a period of years with
the United States Bureau of Public Roads and has done effective work in
coordinating information and in encouraging investigations upon the planning,
building and operation of highways. During the past year, at the special
request of the Bureau of Public Roads, the council has devoted particular
attention to the problem of highway safety. These studies have been carried
on in cooperation with the highway organizations in a number of states and
comprise such topics as: non-uniformity of state motor-vehicle traffic laws;
skilled investigation at the scene of the accident needed to develop causes;
inadequacy of state motor-vehicle accident reporting; official inspection of
vehicles ; case histories of fatal highway accidents ; the accident-prone driver.

Another program of a long-time nature, and one which lver;.r definitely
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relates to public welfare, although not particularly to military activity, is
research upon narcotics. In the first place, much has been added through
this work to our knowledge of the chemistry and pharmacology of narcotic
substances. From over three hundred new alkaloid substances produced ex-
perimentally, several have bheen found which promise medical uses. Much of
the clinical work has heen done at the United States Public Health Service
Hospital in Lexington, Kentucky. Another important phase of narcotics re-
search has been the development of means for the control of these new drugs.

These are but single instances. Since the academy’s organization over
one hundred major problems, covering practically all fields of science, in ad-
dition to a host of lesser ones, have been submitted to the academy by the
Federal Government. One of the earliest, and prsumably it arose as a re-
sult of the building of the iron gunboat Monitor during the Civil War, was
to study the magnetic compass with a view to compensating for the magnetie
effect of ships built wholly or partly of iron. The findings arrived at by
the academy are, I believe, standard even to this day.

Mr. Davis: Such problems are certianly of fundamental importance to
the nation, Dr. Jewett. What are some of the current problems before the
Academy and the Research Council ?

Dr. Jewett: The most recent government request has to do with what
kind of blind landing system should be adopted for American airplanes. Nu-
merous system have been demonstrated and the government has asked the
academy to examine the evidence and advise as to a system which can be
installed at all airports and on all airplanes.

Two other projects involve aviation. We are cooperating in aircraft pro-
duction planes, both current and with a view of future developments. Also
our psychologists are advising the Civil Aeronautics Authority on tests that
can be used in connection with the training of thousands of college bhoys and
oirls to be airplane pilots. Not long ago the acaremy conducted for the go-
vernment an extensive inquiry into lighter-than-air aircraft.

Mr. Davis: Many of the projects do not have a direct military bearing.

Dr. Jewett: That is true. For instance, the National Research Council
is sponsoring research in aerobiology and scientists are flying aloft sampling
the spores, bacteria, insects and other living things that the winds carry from
place to place. Our program in endocrinology has achieved significant results
that will not only adl to knowledbe but eventually save human lives. A con-
ference called by the council this summer at the request of the government
lent scientific aid to the United States Antarctic Expedition about to set
ferth. The Chemistry Division is just now surveying chemical research fa-
cilities in leading universities, and the council as a whole has undertaken
to make a complete survey of the nation’s industrial research facilities—both

kuman and material.
Mr. Davis: How are these investigations paid for Dr. Jewett?

Dr. Jewett: In part, expenses of investigations are paid by the dapart-
ment of the government posing the problem, but in part there are large ex-

2 ]
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penses which we the may call “*going’”’ expenses connected with organizations
like the academy and the council-—expenses which in private business would
be analogous to ‘‘loading’’—and these can not be billed to the government.
To defray these and also to make possible many subsidiary lines of research,
the academy has been very fortunate in attracting donations and gifts, the
income from which amounts to about $200,000 per year. Private sources
supply in large part, therefore, the funds which the academy and the coun-

cil require, just as private sources form the chief support of the fundamental
research programs of our universities.

Mr. Davis. It seems to me one of the most important contributions that
has been made to American science is the training of leaders in research that

has resulted from the National Research Council fellowships administered
over a period of years.

Dr. Jewett: Yes, twelve hundred young scientists have been able to cont-
inue research training beyond the usual Ph. D. degree, and these splendidly
equipped scientists are in many cases forgoing to the forefront of American
science. I think, Mr. Davis, that the question of scientific mobilization for
problems of national importance, whether of peace or war, can be summed
up by saying that in the National Academy of Sciences and National Research
Council the United States has an active operating agency which covers every
field of fundamental and applied science. Further, that it is an agency which

can bring to bear on any problem the best talent which the nation posses-
ges,

Mr. Davis. Thank you, Dr. Jewett, for this insight into how science can
be mobilized to aid our government and nation in times of peace and war.

Courtesy, Science Service

Flashes.—Sulfapyridine, the chemical remedy that has been saving lives
threatened by pneumonia, has been given to seven patients with tubercu-
losis in the hope that it would be equally useful as a remedy for this aliment.
This hope was aroused by reports of preivous use of the chemical for treat-
irg guinea pigs with tuberculosis. Unfortunately, the remedy failed to help
any of the human patients, Drs. Stanton T. Allison and Robert Myers, of
New York, report to the Journal of the American Medical Association. Both
sulfapyridine and its chemical relative, sulfanilamide, are proving useful in
treating another condition, the usually fatal blood poisoning due to staphy-
lccoccus infection, Cases in which these drugs are believed to have helped
patients recover are reported in the same issue of the Journal by Drs. Wil-
liam A. Thornhill, Jr., Howard A. Swart and Clifton Reel, of Charleston,
W. Va., and Samuel L. Goldberg and Allan Sachs, of Chicago.

A new rival for the carbon-arc searchlights has appeared in a 25,000,-
000 candlepower searchlight, using three tiny water-cooled mercury = arcs,
which has been developed by the General Electric Company. While present-
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day searchlights nced an attendant to adjust the carbons for best illumina-
ticn, the new scarchlight does not wear out, needs no adjustment and is de-
signed for lights in inaccessible places. Ninety gallons of water an hour are
pumped through the cooling containers of the mercury ares and then passed
to an automobile-type radiator where the fluid is cooled for recirculation.
Though more convenient, the new searchlights in beam candlepower and ef-
fectiveness. | |

Deliberately knocking out front teeth was a youthful fashion in In-
dian days, it appears from an investigation of Dr. Ales Hrdlicka, of the
Smithsonian Institution. He recently returned from anthropological study
i the Soviet Union, where he found for the first time evidence indicating
that America’s Indians and Siberia’s New Stone Age natives both widely
practised the ceremony of knocking out front teeth of young boys and maid-
ens. The custom provides a new bond showing origin of the American Indian
in Asia. In adult skulls from both countries, Dr. Hrdlicka explained, there
may be back teeth missing from abscesses of other conditions, but in many
skulls there are front teeth which show signs of having been extracted long
ago, with indications that it was done in youth. The condition is prevalent
even now among Australian and African natives and with them it is done
generally as a sacrifice or a test of endurance.

* &% * 4 w

Items,—The strangest fluid in the world might well be the title for liquid
helium, which turns from a gas to a liquid only at the temperature of a
tew degrees above absolute zero. Dr. J. 0. Wilhelm, low temperature expert
of the University of Toronto, says that liquid helium, for equal volumes,
weighs only one seventh as much as water. It has the ability to conduct
heat as well as metallic copper, and it is so lacking in viscosity that it can
be regarded as a gas.

American corn fields potentially can produce fibers with wool-like pro-
perties, it appears from research reported by L. C. Swallen, chemist of the
Corn Products Refining Co., at Argo, 1ll. F¥From a bushed of corn a pound
of zein 1s a protein with uses, in many cases, like those of casein derived
from cow’s milk. It can be made into plastics, into water-proof wrappers,
quick-drying printing inks and into films and fibers,

Botanists and biochemists of the University of California have discovered
in the juice of milkweed an active substance that can tenderize meat as
successfully as can papain, extracted from the tropical plants, papaya, now
used on a large scale for the purpose. The quantity of the new-found sub-
sstance is small, but it is believed that large-scale and intensive cultivation
cf the plant might make its production profitable. At present, papaya im-
ports amount to half a million pounds a year, costing several million dol-
lars. The active principle of the milkweed has been named asclepain, from
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the botanical name of the plant, Asclepias, by analogy with the formation of
the word papain from the plant name Papaya.

A new and simplified electron microscope, suitable for use in research
institutions, was perfected in Germany by the great electrical firm Siemens
and Halske A. G. shortly before the outbreak of war. Karlier models of
this instrument, which uses streams of electrons in a vacuum tube to make
visible minutes structures and details not detectable by any microscope using
beams of light, required the services of technicians specially trained in the
handling of high vacuum and electrical instruments, which made operation
too expensive for most research purposes. The new instrument obviates the
necessity for these extra attendants.

That ultra-violet radiation, deadly to cells if administered in certain
doses, proves a stimulant to growth in the same kind of cells if given in
doses of two third the lethal magnitude, has been demonstrated in experi-
ments at the Smithsonian Institution, performed by Dr. Florence K. Meier.
Dr. Meier used culutres of the one-celled alga or water plant, Stichococcus
bacillaris. Some were rayed, others were left unrayed, as controls. The
cultures that were given the stimulative rayving not only showed the res-
ponse in their own generation but passed on the habit of rapid cell-multipli-
cation to their descendants for many generations.

Incidentally---

BIBLIOGRAFIA, a section of this magazine, will continue {o appear
in the following issue.

It has to be mentioned in passing that ‘“Veritas", a yearbook of the
hich school department in the university, was omitted in the list of publi-
cations that appeared in the latest issue of this magazine. That is the
thirteenth, excluding catalogues and college calendars released by the dif-
ferent, colleges every year.

In the next issue the general index which will cover every article that
was published here since last June will appear. It shall be made a point
to make the different colleges and major departments of studies in the uni-
versity represented.

Even if the majority of our readers will read this when the classes are
resumed on January 8 after spending the Christmas recess, we still wish
them a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year. Better
late than never.

e ) O ——
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" REVISTA DE REVISTAS

“GREGORIANUM.” Pontificiae
Universitatis Gregorianae, Romae,
Anno XX.—Fasciculus III. 1939—
Volumen XX.

De problemate exactitudinis geo-
metricae,—Petrus Hoenen, S. J.

La définition chez Aristote, — J.
M. Le Blond, S. J.

Gratia supponit naturam,—J. B.
Beumer, S. J.

Fuentes jeronimianas en el episto-
lario de §. Braulio de Zaragoza,—
I. Madoz, S. J.

Notae et Disceptationes: Rosmi-
njana,—Pietro Franceschini, S. L

Recensiones.

Accepta Opera.

An. XX, Fasc. 11, 1939.

L'Eglise, Corps du Christ, chez
Saint Cyrille d’Alesandrie,—H. Du
Manoir.

El realismo platonico de 8. Gre-
gorio de Nisa.—S. Gonzalez.

Das Problem der Metaphysik in
philosophiegeschichtlicer Schau.
Aristotles—Kant,—B. Jansen.

Towards the solution of the criti-
cal problem.—A. Little.

Notae historicae de terminologia
theologica Concilii Florentini, — G.
Hofmann.

Il lib, | del ‘*De Sacramentis’' di
U go de S. Vittore in un manos—
critro della Biblioteca Naz. di To-
rino,—F. Spedalieri.

De Logica nova et antiqua,—P.
Spedalieri.

De Logica nova et antiqua,—P.
Hoenen.

Recensiones.

Accepta Opera.
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PRESSE DE PAX ROMANA,
(Agencia Universitaire Catholique
internationale.) 125 Rue Muerein,
Lille, France. (Colegio del Sagrado
Corazon, Santurce, Puerto Rico, ¢/0
Louisa Byles.)

Pax Romana Headquarters Moved
to United States.

Eighteenth Congress, a Historic
one.

La Junta Catolica para la colabo-
racion inter-americana ha sido for-

mada.
Press Secretariat Assumes Presi-

dency; Continues Work.
Pax Romana inaugure une croisa-
de Priere Pour La Paix,
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Next Congress to be in Spain.

SEMINARIUM. Manila, 1. F. Ano
IV—Octubre 15, 1939—Nuam. 5.

Remember the Missions and the
Missionaries, — Archbishop Celso
(Constantini.

The Sacrifice of the Holy Eucha-
rist,—Ir. G. Vromant, C.I1.C.M.

Oda a Cristo Rey,—Augusto San-
tamaria, C.M .
Jubileo Sacerdota de Mons. Arceo.

E! Rosario en la Cruzada Espano-
ja,—P. José Fernandez, C. M.
_ Bodas de Plata de Mons. Capalla,

The Glorioug Tomb of Fr. Damien,
—Rev. Fr. Mateo, SS.CC.

From Rome,—Rev. Fr. Angel V.
Pengson.

A San Francisco Javier,—I. Iri-

barren, C.M.
El Rosario en la Cruzada.

Afio LIV—Agosto—Septiembre de
1939—Nums. 644-645.

Panegirico de Pio X1i sobre §to.
Domingo.

En el mes. del Patriarca de Cale-
ruega,—Fr. A. Doblado, O.P.

Postreras consolaciones del apos-
tol,—Fr. T. Perancho, O.P.

El Padre Paulino, — Fr. Joaqun
Pérez v Pando, O.P.

Recuerdoe y gratitud, — Irene do
Sto. Domingo, T. D.

La Asuncion de la Virgen (poesia)
—Rafael Sanz de Diego, Pbro.

-Portico sencillo al Evangelico, —
Fr. Jesis Alvarez, O.P.

Afio de la Victoria (poesia), —
Fr. Domingo del Pilar Fernandez,
0.P.

Problema de ‘'sentido’’,—J'r. Luis
de Fatimo Luque, O.P.
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Indulgencias de 105 meses de
Agosto y septiembre.

Favores. — Cronica. — Necrolo-
gia. — Bibliografia. — Grabados.

Ano LIV, n. 646, oct. 1939.

El Rosario Reina le las devocio-
nes marianas,—P. Paulino, O.P.

Juan Camorena Gomez.

Historia de un Rosario de Fami-
lia,—L. R. A., O.P.

El Rosario y las Misiones, — A
] o 3 A

Retorno, J. de la Infiesta, Terc.
Dominico.

La Yirgen de Pena de Francia,—
(. Moran, 0O.P.

Cronica.

Necrologia.

Bibliografia.

REVISTA JAVERIANA. Bogota.
Tomo XII—Numero 59—0ctubre,
1939.

Pagina artistica: Estudio compa-
rado del templo griego y del templo
gotico,—Iduardo Ospina.

Orientaciones: La vida civil tiens
que ver con la religion,—D. Restre-
po.

Estudios bioldgicos, V: Los regu-
ladores de la vida en el mundo, —
Jaime Pujiula.

JEs posible el socialismo en Co-
lombia?,—Jorge Osorio y Gil.

Mirande a Rusia,—J. Sanin E.

Pensamientos de inmortalidad, —
Eduardo Ospina.

Un libro y un poeta,—Nicolis Ba-
vona Posada.

Boletin de literatura — Comenta-
rios — Revista de Libros — Suple-
mento.
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Tomo XII, n. 58. Setiembre, 1939.

Pagina artistica, — Eduardo Os-
pina.

Orientaciones: El pensamiento ca-
tolico y el concordato, — Uldarico
Urrutia.—La aguja imantada (Me-
ditacion fileséfica),—F. Ospina.

Estudios biolégicos,—Jaime Pu-
jiula.

Elogio de la tradicion,—Eugenio
Ayape.

Los procedimientos instituciona-
les y la consulta,—H. Meyer.

Novedades cientificas,—Pedro Znu-
loaga.

Comentarios: La union nacional
de estudiantes de Venezuela,—Felix
Restrepo.—Las apuntaciones sobre
el lenguaje,—J. J. Ortega.—La or-
ganizacion internacional del trabajo
y la lylesia catélica,—V. Andrade.

Revista de libros.

Suplemento: Yida nacional. Ul-
tima publicaciones colombinaas.
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TURISMO AUSTRAL. Valdivia,
Chile. Ano IV—Julio 1939—No. 41,

Sverige—Edicion dedicada a Sue-
cia.

La Familia Real de Suecia.—Him-
no nacional Sueco.

Suecia y su poblacion,—(C0C.

Suecia,—Charles O’Compley. .

Stockholm,—La Prensa de Suecia.

A greeting to Sweden.— Modern
Sweden.

Les trois graces du paysage sué-
dois,—Marc Chesneau

La Suéde du Nord.

Correo de Suecia.

Arno IV, n, 40, Jun., 1933.

Etnografia escandinava,—Charles
O’Compley.
Los Vikingers Noruegos,—COC.

REVISTA DE REVISTAS

Svalbard,—C. O’Compley. .
The New Norwegian Depéndency
in the Antaretic,—F. Isachsen.

Las exploraciones geograficas
cientificas noruegas, — C. 0’Com-
pley.

Algo sobre el idioma noruégo,—
COC.

Noruega y sus comunicaciones.

Norway and Chine.

Norges’' natur,—G. Nergaard.

Norge intellektuelt, — (. Ner-
gaard. :

Bergen. EI puerto de exportacion
de productos de pesca mas antiguo
y mas grande de Noruega.

Cristiansund,—J. Halvorsen.

La Navegacion Noruega,—COC.

Le pesca y sus productos en No-
ruega.

Noruega, pais de turismo,—C(.
Nergaard. : '

Mi Crucero a Spitsbergen,—COC.

Noruega. El! pais del recreo...

El Arte en Noruega,—I)r. Einar
Lexow.

w w o

BOLETIN ECLESIASTICO. U.8.T.
Manila. Anio XVII — Noviembre,
1939—No. 196.

Suprema Sacra Congregatio S. Of-
ficil.

Sagrada Penitenciaria Apostolica.

P. C. Ad Codicis Canones authen-
tice interpretandos.

Archidiocesis de Manila.

Indultos y privilegios de caracter
perpetuo concedidos por la Santa Se-
de a Filipinas.

Iglesia Funerante segun el codex
iuris canonicl.

Casos y Consultas.

Seccion informativa.

N. 197, Diciembre, 1939.

Seccion Oficial: Enciclica ''Sum-
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mu Pontificatus’’ de S. 8. Pio XII.

Plan of Cathechetical Sermons for
the year 1930.

Circular anunciando la Visita Pas-
toral.

Seccién Doctrinal: Parrogquia que
debe funerar,—B. Alonso, O.P.

Colocacion de huesos y otros res-
tos mortales en los patios de las
Iglesias,—J. Ylla, O.P.

Libros parroquiales.

Seccion Informativa: Noticias de
Roma, del Mundo Catdlico y de Fi-
lipinas, -

Indice de materias para el ano
de 1939,

N. 198, Enero, 1940

Seccion Oficial: Didcesis de Zam-
boanga. Division de la didcesis en
Yicarias. Didceside Surigao. Do-
cumentos relativos a la ereccién de
la Didcesis.

Seccion Doctrinal: Indultos y
privilegios de caracter perpetuo c¢o.-
cedidos por la Santa Sede a Filipi-
nas,—J. Ylla, O. P.

La absolucion sacramental de los
masones de buena fué,—B. Arbeiza,
0. M.

Casos y Consultas: Sobre Bautis-
mo y matrimonio de los convertidos
del Aglipayanismo. Libros parro-
guiales. Ayuda econdmica a la en-
sefanza.

Temas de sermones catequisticos
para-enero. -

Seccion Informativa: Noticias de
Roma, del Mundo catdlico v de Fi-
lipinas,

i * o
REVISTA DEL COLEGIO DE ABO-
GADOS DE BUENOS AIRES. VII
Piso, Buenos Aires. Ano XVIII—T.
XVII—No. 3. Mayo-Junio, 1939.

Las sucesiones extranjeras en el

3564

Codigo Civil Argentino,—Alejandro
Rayces.

Sobre los articulos 22 y 23 del Tra-
tado de Derecho Penal de Montevi-
deo,—Francisco P. Laplaza.

La Convencion Internacional de
Montevideo sobre propiedad intelec-
tual,—Eduardo F. Mendilaharzu.

Cincuentenario del Congreso de
Derecho Internacional de Montevi-
deo: Resolucion y Comisiones de es-
tudios diferentes.

Legislacion.

Federacion Argentina de Colegios
de Abogados.

Instituto Argentino de Estudios
Legislativos.

Sesiones del Directorio de Colegio
de Abogados de Buenos Aires. Re-
soluciones.

Ante proyecto de ley de sellos.

Publicaciones Recibidas.

Ano XVIII—Julio-Agosto, 1939—T.
XVII-—No. 4

Homenaje a la memoria del doctor
Adolfo Contte.

Cincuentenario dei Congreso de
Derecho internacional de Montevi-
deo,—J. H. Silgueira y Dr. A.le]ﬂn— -
dro Rayces.

Prescriptibilidad de bladios en Ias
Americas bajo al regimen espaiol,—
Frank Feuille.

La fuga en los accidentes de tra-
fico,—Juan M. Semoén.

La prueba de testigos en la pro-
cedimiento federal, — Alfredo M.
Egusquiza.

Legisiacion Nacional.

Federacion Argentina de Gnlegms
de Abogados.

Instituto Argentino de estudios le-
gislativos.

Libros y publicaciones recibidas.

* * ®

UNITAS




ECOS. Colegio de San Beda, Manila.
Ano XXIV—Octubre de 1939—No.
283.

Arzobispado de Manila.

Ellos—Los del Rosario,—Ecos de
la Historia.

Copa de gratitud (Soneto).—Re-
migio S. Jocson.

El Quixote encarna en la alma fi-
lipina,—I. S.

A los nifos,—un amigo de los ni-
Nnos.

Seccion Monastico-Litargica,— 1.
Cigniiti, 0.8.B. & J.M.U.

Labor Misional a los Religiosos
Agustinos en Filipinas,—P. U.

Bodas de Oro Sacerdotal de Mons:
Hipdlito Arceo. 1. S.

Cronica de la Abadia y del colegio.
—Bibliografia,

English Section.

Nos. 248-285, Nov. y Dic., 1939.

De Adviento a NMNavidad.

La Ensefianza Religiosa en el Es-
talo Espanol,—T. D. Arévalo.

La Inmaculada Concepcion de
Maria.—R .S,

El Emperador y el Monje, los dos
aMigos.

Cronica de la Abadia y del Co-
legio.

English Section,

* % *

DE REBUS HISPANIAE. Calle de
Yalladolid, Burgos. Ano de la Vie-
toria — 15 de Agosto de 1939 —
Ejemplar Nimero 24.

iLa Espana de Franco es asi!,—
Fr. Antonio Carrion, 0.P.

Espana ante su Apdstol

Los extertores de una compana
moribunda,—C. Bayle, S. J.

Un amigo de Espaiia en el Para-
guay,—Jose Carballo-Pery,

REVISTA DE REVISTAS

Comunismo y Catolicismo, — P.
Teodoro Rodriguez.

Lo que he vistio en Barceiona.

Seccion Documental. — Bibliogra-
fia.

Septiembre 1, 1939, — Ejemplar
No. 925,

La lglesia esparnola y su probie-
ma,—A. Castro Albarran.

La persecucion religiosa en la re-
publica de ‘‘Euzkadi,’’'—C. Bayle.

El comunismo se agita en las
sombras,—T .Rodriguez.

La horda judia en Espana roja, —
A. Carrion. :

Como actuaron Ilos capellanes
castrenses de Espana MNacional.

La catastrofe de El Escorial,

Iijemplar No, 26. (15 de Septiembre
1939.)

‘‘Una de sus Potencias Masoni--
cas,”"—A .Carrion.

Las checas de Barcelona.

Prologo de ruinas y de ceniza, —
A. C. Albarran.

Uno de suerte.

Cuestion que no puede soslayarse,
—T. Rodriguez.

Seccion Documental: La Disputa-
cion de Zaragoza y la Virgen del Pi-
lar.

Bibliografia.

foi] o k-

THE NEW SCHOLASTICISM. Wa-
shington, D. C.—Vol. XIII—Octo-
ber, 1939—No. 4.

Pluralism and the Law,—\liriam
Theresa Rooney.

Gundissalinus’ ‘‘De Anima' and
the Problem of Substantial Form,—
D. A. Callus.

The Neo-Realistic Criticism of
Substance,—Louis W. Norris.

9
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‘Quaestiones Disputandae,— John
F. McCormick.

Book Reviews.

Notes and Comments.

Books and Periodicals Received.

¥ % *

DOMINICANA. Washington, D. C.
Vol. XXIV—September 1939—No.
3.

The Holy Shroud of Turia. (Fron-
tispiece)

‘““The Fifth Gospel,’”” — Sebastian
Jorn, O.P.

Centenary of the Dominican
Restoration jn France, — Stanislaus
Dillon, 0.P.

The Social Dynamic of the Middie
Ages,—Bernardine Quirks, 0O.P.

‘“Not our Power and Arms,"” —
Raphael Gallagher, O.P.

Patron of Writers, — Antoninus
Ryan, O.P.

Obituaries.

Friars’' Bookshelf.

Cloister Chronicle.

*: * *

CULTURA SOCIAL. Manila. Aiio

XXVII—OQctubre, 1939 — Numero
321.

- Ecos del mundo.

Accion Catoélica en Filipinas,—G.
Card. Pizzardo.

Filosofia Popular sobre el Hablar.

Algo mas sobre el Rotarismo.

Polonia,—Angel A. Ansaldo.

Religion! We place it First,—Rev.
Arthur McCaffray, S. J.

Por los Perseguidores de Ia Santa
iglesia de Dios, — P. Jose M. Si-
guion, S.J.

Obra Pontificia de la Propagacion
de la fe.

~Alistamiento de Socios.
cﬂiem_inn de Narraciones,—P. Al-
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berto Risco, S. J.

Apuntos de mi cuaderno,— Juan
D. Lacalle.

El R. P. Miguel Marti, S. J., Fa-
llecido.

Croénicas.

n, 323, Dic., 1939).

Maria Inmaculada (Grabado-.

Ecos del Mundo.

El Camino de la Paz, — E. F.
Lumba.

El pueblo de Balayan ante el Rey
Carlos 111,—M. Selga, S. J.

The Peace of Christ,—H. L. Ir-
win, S. J. - g &

“Dum medium silentium. tenerent
omnia,”’—J. A. Mulry, S. J.

‘‘Once In Royal Ddvid's City”’—
A. A. McCaffray, S.J.

rFeud Has Passed On And Freu-
dianism Also Dies,—W. J. McGarry

Rafagas de Gloria, — A. Risco,

Apuntes de mi cuaderno,—J. D.
Lacalle. |

Croénicas.

Indice General del Afio 1939.

* * *

ALBERTINA. San Alberto Magno
de Hongkong. Ano 4—Julio-Octubre
de 1939—Nuam. 26.

Actualidad Espanola: Glosas Na-
cionales,—Kr. Jose F. Cajigal, O.P.

Misionologia: Espana misionera
nuamero uno,—Ir. P. de los Angeles,
O.P.

Literatura: Dolor y martirio de
Espaina,—F'r. Jose Rios ,0.P.

Los Caidos (poema),—Fr. Ricar-
do R. Marina, O.P.

Tres siglos sirviendo a la Patria,
—F'r. Isaac Liquete, O.P.

Labor nacionalista de los Domini-
cos espaioles del Extremo Oriente,
—Fr. Jesus Gayo, 0.P. '

UNITAS




Crénica,—El Cronista.
Bibliografia,—Fr. J. G. O.P.

¥* ¥* *

VAN-COI TAP-CHI. Seminaire St.
Albert, Namdinh. Nam. 1I — Sep-
tiembre, 1939 So. 24.

Cac Dang Tu dao coi Dong Duong,
—dJoseph M. Kim.

The Mung Cac Dang Tu Dao, —
Linh mue D. Qui.

Ca Vinh Duc Ba Bay Su,—Joseph
Mau.

Van Coi Huyen Nghia; ngam thir
nam.

Tinh Cha Con Trong Gio Thanh.

Dao Co Can Nguyen,—Y-si Ngu-
yen-van-Tam.

Bai Khuyen Thanh Nien,—Minh
Vien.

Doa Hoa Sen,—P. Luan.

Thieu Mot Thu,—Nguyen-Duec-Loi.

Cac on Dai Trong Thang Septem-
bre Nay.

Tin cac noi va ai tin.

Nam IIT—Octubre 1939—So. 25.

Hay chuyen truyen ngon lua men.

X ein sach hang song,—P. Mercier.

‘‘“van tue Chua Ciesu Vua,” —
Mai ngoc Khoat.

Man-coi huyen dieu,—Thanh-quan.

Thien than Ban-Manh, — Pierre
Marie Minh.

Vinh ba thanh. Terexa dong trinh
lap dong,—J. M. Kim.

Can ro Truyen-giao.

Hoa so doi voi Durc Ba,—Joseph
M. L-q.-Oanh,

Kam-tac,—Fr. J. C., O.P.

% * %

BOLETIN DE LA CAMARA DE
COCMERCIO ESPAROLA DE FILI-
PINAS EN MANILA, Apartado
754. Vol. XXXII—Septiembre de
1939—No. 431.
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Impresion Mensual.

Disposiciones Oficiales.

Causas del Malestar Econémico,—
IEduardo Pallares.

Los Martires de Café,—S. Picard.

Noticias Varias.

La industria Japonesa Hace Com-
petencia a ia Mexicana,—Salvador
Rosado.

El Comercio Hispano-italiano en
el Ano 1938.

La Exportacion Alemana a Espa-
na en 1939.

La Actualidad Financiera en Es-
pafia.—Jose Antonio Torrente.

Comercio Exterior de Filipinas.

La Verdad del Discurso del Gene-
ral Yague.

Instrucciones para la Conserva=
cioin de Huevos.

* * *

MISIONES DOMINICANAS Colegio
de Santo Toinas, Aviia. Ano XXII
—Septiembre de 1939—Numero 257.

Emocionante liamada a la paz,
que nuestro Santo Padre Padre Pio
X 11 hace al mundo,—R. G.

El Padre Provincial en Batanes,
—P. Julio Gonzales, O.P.

£l soldado de Cristo,—Teresa de
la Lama.

Ordenacion de siete sacerdotes in-
gigenas,—1I'r. K. A. Mateo.

Una vocacion de undecima hora,
—Adelaida E. Smither.

Las Misiones Dominicanas de
China.

De la patria; Fiesta de Santiago
Dia de Escuela.—Nuevo Gobierno
espaiol.

Limosnas recibidas. — Necrologi-
cas.—Bibliografia.—Grabados.

Afio XXII, n. 258, Oct., 1939,
Pio X111 habloé de !a situacién in-
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ternacional,—R. Gutierrez, O.P.
‘“‘La paciencia todo lo alcanza’’,
—A. E. Smithen, Terc. Dominica.
E! Beato Francisco de RMorales,
fAartir en Japon,—C. Nieto, O.P.
tas Misiones Dominicanas de
China en e! sigio XIX (continua-
cion),—7T. Sala.
Esta bien lo que dise el Padre,
pero...,—J. Jimenez, O.P.
Cronica Misional.

* * *

REVISTA CARMELITANA. Tuc-
zon, Ariz. Ano XVI—Octubre de
1939—Num. 188.

Santa Teresa de dJesus.—Fr. Eh-
seo del Ssmo., 0.C.D.

A Santa Teresa de Jesus (poesia),
—El Conde de Vigo.

i Viva Cristo Rey!

Santa Teresa y la Eucaristica.

El Santo Rosario.

SECCIONES:—Pagina Carmeli-
tana.—Vida Catdlica.—Pagina Poé-
tica.—Misional.....La Florecita de
Jesus.—Seccion Documental.—Secc-
c¢ciobn Amena.—Cronica General.—
Entretenimientos.

¥* * *

HOLY NAME JCURNAL. U.S.T.,
Manila. Christmas issue, 1939.

The Fountain of Life,—Rev. Sil-
vestre Sancho, O.P.

Role of Reiigion in the Integral
Education of Man,—Rev. Angel de
Blas, 0.P.

Humility and the Gift,—Dr. Pa-
blo T. Anido.

Christmases: Before and After
Christ,—Dionisio K. Yorro.

Catholic Action and Sosial Work,
—Mariano D. M. Alimurung.

REGULAR FEATURES: Edito-
rials—News—Book Reviews.—Anes-
dotes, etc.

08
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ANNALES DE L'UNIVERSITE
DE PARIS. 14 Ann. n. 3, Mai-Juin,
1939.

Vil Musee de I’Homme,—Eniree
avec le Mat Totem.—VIiil Musee de
I' Homime. — Gaierie del [P'Asie.—
Hors-teyte.

Faculte de Pharmacie.—Rapport
annuel (1937-1338) du Doyen,—M.
A. Damiens.

Lex examens du baccalaureat de
I’Enseigneiment secondaire en 1838,
—J. B. Piobetta.

Les Instituts de P’Universite de
Paris.—Institut d’Ethnologie 19837-
1938,—M. L. Levy Bruhl. Institut
‘dAart et d’Archeologie, — M. Ch.
Picard. L'institut d’Etudes hispani-
gues de 1935 a 1938.—M. I, Marti-
nenche, L’ activite de Pinstitut
francais de Varsovie de 1934 a 11939,
—M. H. Mazaud.

becrologie.—MNM. DMarcel Labbe.
Charles Blondel.

3 * ¥

UNIVERSIDAD DE LA HABANA.
24-25. Mayvo - Junio - Julio-Agosto,
1939.

Filosofia y Letras y Educacion.—
Sobre el auditorio de la Filosofia,—
José Gaos. Amigos Mexicanos de
Heredia,—Rafael Ieliodoro Valle.
—Personalidad de José Maria He-
redia y su infiuencia en la evoiucion
histérica de la nacionaiidad cubana,
—Juan Jiménez Pastrana. Poesia
y Cultura del Ai-Andaius,—Rubia
Barcha.—Las relaciones inteiectua-
les entre los Estados Unidos e His-
pano-América,—Manuel Pedro Gon-
zalez.—La Historia Hispanoamerica-
na como proceso dialéctico,—J.
Uriel Garcia.—Francia a través de
sus cantares,—Isabel Mestre y de
Urbizu.

Ciencia Puras y Ap:icadas,—Im-

UNTT A'S




portancia de los foraminiferos en Ia
investigacion dei Petroéleo y breve
resefia sobre la geologia de Cuba
basada en su estudio, — Pedro J.
Bermudez.

Cerecho y Ciencia Sociales.—Lin-
coln, Abogado,—Angel Ossorio Yy
Gallardo. — La fenomenoliogia y el
Derecho,—Miguel Jorrin.

Vida Universitaria.—E|l Dr. J. de
fa Maza y Artola, Profesor de Ia
Universidad. (Discurso leido en la
Sesion Solemne celebrada el 9 de
Mayo de 1939, por el Dr. Juan M.
Dihigo.).

Bibliografia.

* * *
ANALES DE LA UNIVERSIDAD
HISPALENSE. Ano 1I, n. 1, 1939.

Homenaje al Dr. Eubenio de Cas-
tro da Costa.

Seccion Oficial: Patronato Uni-
vertario. Cursos Breves. Indice le-
gislativo (en fichas).

Seccion de libros y Revistas.

Trabajos de investigacion: Filo-
sofia y Letras: Los Manuscrito de
los trabajos del P. José del Hierro,
S. J. en la Bibliateca Coiombina,—
Antonio Sancho Corbacho. Ciencias:
Tres notas sobre restos humanos
prehistoricos y antiguos de Andalu-
cia (Carmona—Arva—Cueva de la
Mora), Francisco de las Barras y
de Aragon. Sobre Preparacion de
celulosa a partir del bagazo de la
cana de azucar, I'. Yoldi y J. Gra-
cian T.—Derecho: El Derecho Ad-
ministrativo Preventivo, C. Garcai
Oviedo. El Concilio IV Provincial
Mejicano, M. Gimenez Fernandez.—
Medicina: ILas tulceras pépticas en
gastrectomizados, Dr.  Cristobal
Pera. .

Seccion Hispano-Americana: Ca-
talogo de documentos de la Seccion
no vena ‘‘Papeles de Estado’ del

REVISTA DE REVISTAS
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Archivo General de Indias, Cristo-
bal Bermudez Plata.

Protectores de ‘“Anales de ia Uni-
versidad Hispalense.”’

* * ¥*

THE CADUCEUS. Journal of the
Hongkong University Medical So-
ciety. Vol. 17, n. 4,, nov., 1930.

Some iBochemical
Acute Cholera.

An Ovarian Teratoma
Dilatation of the Ureters.
The ‘‘Bleeders’’ of St. Helena.
The Pyruvic Acid Content of Bioogd
in Clinical Beri-Beri.
Review of Books.
Therapeutic Notes.

* * *

THE GUIDON. Manila. December,
1939.

Stories: The Hero,—J. Lardiza-
bal. Andres,—H. Consing. Fever,—
M. Ojeda.

Paulita is a Nice Name,—(C. San-
tos. A Tale of the Liitie Tin Soi-
dier,—V. San Juan.

Essays: Peace in War,—C. Car-
los,—On the Redness of His Nose,
V. Tan, Jr.; This is the Christmas
of 1939,—A. Hidalgo; Tell A Chris-
mas Story,—M. Lim, Lanterns,—I.
Bautista, Jr,; Roadside,—B. San
Juan,—Abroad,—E. Sawada, Of
Mice and Men,—RM. Samson; Santa
Claus; R. Felipe Jr.; The Masier,
—E. Kalaw; Revolt: Against the
Beautiful,—C. Aquino.

Poems: Three Gifts,—C. Anonas,
Jr.; Wanderer, — R. Arevalo; The
Dream, M. Lim; Advice to the Lo-
velorn,—I.. Gutierrez; He Comes,
—R. Puno; New Christmas,—A.
Manahan, Jr.; Oid Age, V. Tan, Jr.

Features: Editorials. News Chro-
nicle.

Aspecis of

Causing

* * *
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PERSONALIDAD Y CULTURA
MENTAL La Habana., Afno IV, n.
41, Sept., 1939.

Buena suerte,—Prof. J. Marin,
Es posible crecer.

Dolor.

Lo que los hombres no perdonan.

Ejercite su Poder Mentla,—Dr. IT.
Pinedo.

Cuénteme usted su caso, — Prof.
J. Marin.

Venciendo imposibies,—J. Obre-
o6mn de Marin.

Grandeza y pequefiez del materia-
lismo.

Fenomenos misteriosos del psi=
guismo,—Elliott O’Donell.

Formacion espiritual de Espana,
—dJ. Bergua.

Arte de discutir y de reconciliar=
se,—Pierre Bost.

Es su hijo inteligente?,
Riestra.

La astrologia: arma de explota-
cion obscurantista,—D. Grossvater.

La sonrisa rejuvenece.

‘‘Malacrianza’’,—A. (C. San Ger-
man.,

Meditando, — Irene S. de Santo-
lalla.

Maria de Magdalena,

Dr. O,

——000— R
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